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1. What is Archaeology?
· The study of the human past by examining remains of human material culture.

artifacts: materials modified and used by humans (e.g. an axe)

ecofacts: modification of the environment by humans (e.g. ditches)

· NOT DINOSAURS

· A scientific methodology for examining evidence from the past. It includes:

research design/plan with hypotheses to test

historical research (documents. oral sources)

archaeological research (surveys, tests, excavations, biological, geological and chemical tests; recording: mapping, photography and notes)

analysis of evidence from research (conserve, catalogue, date, interpret, conclude)

publish conclusions and discuss findings

· A profession (not a hobby), governed by laws for Canada and each province as 

well as international laws - the past belongs to all Canadians, not individuals (Crown owns artifacts, not private landowners)

· A study involved in moral issues about uses of the past for colonial purposes 

that still have impacts upon national identity, law and relations with First Nations

2. Archaeological Data about Peopling of Canada

· In oral tradition, North America (Turtle Island) was formed on the back of
a giant, primordial turtle. All life grew from there; the people have always been here.

· Archaeological evidence for the peopling of North America:
-40 000 - 12 000 B.P. (before present) arrival from Siberia via Beringia

-10 000 - 5 000 B.P. from the south, following melting glaciers

-5 000 B.P. Thule migrations in Arctic from Siberia by sea

-uncertain date, possible exploration by Asians by sea

-1 500 B. P. Irish monk Brendan explores maritime region

-1 000 B.P. Norse settlements in Arctic and Newfoundland, by sea

-500 B.P. European (Portuguese, French, British) fishing, exploration and colonization begins

-up to present, migration of peoples from all over the world by land, sea and air

· Some famous archaeological sites in Canada: 
-Ferryland - 400 B.P. British colony in Avalon peninsula, Newfoundland

-Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump 2 000 B.P. to 19th century in Alberta

-L’Anse aux Meadows Newfoundland - 1000 B.P. Viking settlement
-Louisbourg N.S. - 17th century French fortress

-Machaud - 17th century French shipwreck in St. Lawrence

-Old Crow - 40 000 to 12 000 B.P. settlement route from Siberia dated, Yukon

-Pointe-à-Callière 17th century, first cemetery and foundation of Montréal

-Red Bay, Labrador - 500 B.P. Basque whaling station

-Scourge 19th century shipwreck in Hamilton Harbour, Ontario
-Wenaskewin - 2 000 B.P. to 19th century Buffalo jump, Saskatchewan

-Xa:ytem Sto:lo from B.P. to present Sto:lo Nation site, B.C.

3. Archaeology and Teaching

· Archaeology is included in curriculum content (grade 6 Aboriginal Studies; grade

7 and 8 History of Canada; grade 10 History of Canada; grade 11 Ancient Civilizations; grade 12 American History; Law).
· Archaeology provides primary source data for discussions about types of evidence

 used to study the past.

· Archaeology provides a focus for interdisciplinary/integrated approaches to 

teaching because it involves several subject areas (e.g. Language, History, Geography, Math, Science, Law, Anthropology, Arts).

· Archaeology studies provide opportunities for critical thinking activities (e.g.

analysis of data and interpretation, discussion of conclusions, debate of ethical issues).

· Archaeology is multi-cultural. Its study emphasizes our common humanity and 

also the contributions of many groups to the story of Canada’s past. It therefore includes new Canadians in the creation of Canada’s history. Archaeology also is involved in a discussion of how the pasts of various groups have been appropriated by the dominant culture of the time for its own purposes and how that knowledge can be used for the future.

· Archaeology is a motivational focus to interest students in the study of the past.

· Archaeology provides a hands-on approach to studies of the past for students who

would benefit from that approach. At the same time, archaeology can be approached as a serious academic subject also. It is flexible.
· Archaeology takes place in Canada, so there are resources available here.

4. Archaeology for Grade 7 and Grade 8
· Applies to the curriculum for studying: interaction between First Nations and

Europeans; establishment of European colonies; daily life in Acadia, New France, British North America, Rupert’s Land, the Yukon.

· Applies to studies of methods for studying the past: primary sources (e.g. 

 artifacts, documents) - their benefits and limitations compared to secondary sources.

· Can integrate a variety of subject areas (History, Geography, Math, Science, 

Arts. Language - English, French and First Nations Languages).
· Resources available e.g. Canadian Archaeological Association K-12 curriculum 

with downloadable lessons and Ontario Archaeology Teaching Resource from www.canadianarchaeology.com see also resources listed below to contact for speakers, site tours and programs.

-example activity from this resource: examination of documentary and artifact evidence to construct the history of one Ontario family, and discussion about the kinds of interpretation that can be made from each form of evidence.

· See also numerous resources listed at the end of this paper.

5. Archaeology for High School Classes 
Presentation made by Cathy MacDonald. See her presentation for this information.
Archaeology Resources for Canadian Teachers

Web-based

CANADA - NATIONAL

· Canadian Archaeological Association (K-12 curriculum with downloadable lessons and Ontario resource document for teachers, links ) www.canadianarchaeology.com
· Parks Canada Archaeology (Google Parks Canada Archaeology or Google specific sites and click on links from “Natural Wonders and Cultural Treasures” on navigation bar at left. Suggested sites: Grosse Ile, L’Anse aux Meadows, Louisbourg, Red Bay, Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump) www.pc.gc.ca/progs/arch/index.e.asp?sec=1&doc=0
· Virtual Museum Canada (artifact collections and links) www.virtualmuseum.ca
CANADA - PROVINCIAL

· Colony of Avalon, Ferryland (first British colonies in Canada) www.heritage.nf.ca/avalon/ 

· Nova Scotia Archaeological Society www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
· Reseau Archéo-Québec (network of archaeology sites in Québec) www.mcc.gouv.qc.ca/reseau-archeo
· Pointe à Callière archaeology site and museum in Montreal www.pacmusee.qc/ca
· Ontario Archaeological Society (branches in Toronto, London, Ottawa, Thunder Bay) www.ontarioarchaeology.on.ca
· Ontario Heritage Trust (summer archaeology programs and awards for students) www.heritagefdn.on.ca 

· Bonnechere Provincial Park archaeology (Ontario) www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/Spirits/
· Boyd Archaeological Field School (summer high school credit course with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority) www.boydfieldschool.org
· Cataraqui Archaeological Research Foundation (Kingston.\, Ontario summer programs for students and online resources) www.carf.info  also www.carf.info.kingstonpast/marinearchaeology also www.virtualkinston.ca/attractions/carf/carf.php
· Museum of Ontario Archaeology and University of Western Ontario (school and summer programs for students and adults and “Ask the Archaeologist” online) www.uwo.ca/museum/
· Royal Ontario Museum www.rom.on.ca
· Save Ontario Shipwrecks www.saveontarioshipwrecks.ca
· Manitoba Archaeological Society www.manitobaarchaeologicalsociety.ca
· University of Manitoba (Google Manitoba Prehistory) www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/manarchnet/
· Saskatchewan Archaeology Society (summer programs) www.saskarchsoc.ca
· Wanuskewin Heritage Park www.wanuskewin.com
· Archaeological Society of Alberta www.debitage.com
· Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park - follow links to history and then to archaeology (summer programs) www.cypresshills.com 

· University of Calgary (online teacher resources, school and summer programs) www.ucalgary.ca follow the links to Education Programs

· Archaeological Society of British Columbia www.asbc.bc.ca
· Underwater Archaeological Society of British Columbia www.uasbc.com
· Xa:ytem Sto:lo (First Nations cultural heritage site with programs) www.xaytem.ca
INTERNATIONAL

· American Institute of Archaeology (mostly classical - annual list of opportunities to excavate abroad, publish magazines Archaeology and  Dig ) www.archaeological.org
· Council for British Archaeology www.britarch.ac.uk
· Project Archaeology (teaching resources about American Archaeology and ethical issues) www.projectarchaeology.org
· Society for American Archaeology (online magazine and resources for teachers about archaeology, teaching archaeology, ethical issues in archaeology) www.saa.org 

· Society for Historical Archaeology (see links to Education and to Unlocking the Past for resources) www.sha.org
· Young Archaeologists’ Club (affiliated with Council for British Archaeology - resources and on-site programs) www.britarch,ac.uk/yac
Publications
CANADIAN ARCHAEOLOGY (for students and teachers)
Badone, Donalda Time Detectives : Clues from Our Past Toronto: Annick Press Ltd.


1992

Bernier, Marc-André Les Archéologues aux Pieds Palmés Saint-Lambert : Les éditions 


Héritage Inc., 1996

Boutilier, Brenda, et al. Discovering Archaeology (Halifax: Nova Scotia Archaeology 


Society, 1992 (available from Nova Scotia Museum)

The Central Coast of Labrador Archaeology Partnership Anguti’s Amulet Truro N.S:


Eastern Woodland Publishing, 2005

Fladmark, Knut, R. British Columbia Prehistory Ottawa: National Museums of Canada, 


1986 (available at Canadian Museum of Civilization)

Friends of Bonnechère Park Discovering the Spirits of the Little Bonnechère Pembroke:


Friends of Bonnechère Provincial Park, 1998 (available from the park)
MacDonald, George F. and Richard I. Inglis The Dig Ottawa: Archaeological Survey of 


Canada (available at Canadian Museum of Civilization)
McGhee, Robert Canadian Arctic Prehistory Toronto: Van Nostrand Reinhold Ltd., 1978


(available at Canadian Museum of Civlization)

Pastore, Ralph T. Shanawdithit’s People: The Archaeology of the Beothuks St. John’s:


Atlantic Archaeology Ltd., 1992

Peturson, Rod Windows on the Past Toronto: Harcourt Brace, 1997 Also available in 


French as Regards sur le Passé

Shemie, Bonnie Mounds of Earth and Shell Montréal: Tundra Books, 1993 series


of books about shelters by same publisher

Tuck, James A. Newfoundland and Labrador Prehistory Ottawa: National Museum of 


Man, 1976 (available at Canadian Museum of Civilization)

Tuck, James A. Maritime Provinces Prehistory Ottawa: National Museums of Canada, 


1984 (available at Canadian Museum of Civilization also in French)
Wallace, Birgitta Linderoth Westward Vikings: The Saga of L’Anse aux Meadows St. 


John’s: Historic Sites Association of Newfoundland and Labrador, 2006

Williamson, Dr. Ron Snake Hill: Secrets of a War of 1812 Cemetery  Toronto:

Dundurn Press, 1993

Williamson, Dr. Ron and Rob MacDonald Legacy of Stone: Ancient Life on the Niagara 


Frontier Toronto: Eastendbooks, 1998
Wright, J.V. Ontario’s Prehistory Toronto: Van Nostrand Reinhold Ltd., 1972

(available at Canadian Museum of Civilization)

Wright, J.V. Quebec Prehistory Toronto: Van Nostrand Reinhold Ltd., 1979


(available at Canadian Museum of Civilization)

OTHER ARCHAEOLOGY

(note in particular: series by Dorling Kindersley, Oxford, Scholastic, Usborne)

Chisholm, Jane The Usborne Book of World History Toronto Scholastic Inc., 1993

Corbishley, Mike What Do We Know About Prehistoric People?  Hemel Hemstead:


Simon & Schuster Young Books, 1994

Gamlin, Linda Evolution  Eyewitness Series New York: Dorling Kindersley, 1993

Gear, W. Michael and Kathleen O’Neal Gear People of the _________ New York:


Tom Doherty Assoc. (TOR books) series of books about ancient North


America e.g. People of the Fire, People of the Earth, People of the Masks


People of the Lakes - suitable for novel studies for advanced readers
Hills, Ken World History: Visual Factfinder Toronto: Scholastic Inc., 1993
Martell, Hazel Mary The Kingfisher Book for the Ancient World New York:


Kingfisher, 1995

McIntosh, Jane Archeology Toronto: Stoddart Publishing Co. Ltd. (for Dorling


Kindersley), 1994

Molony, Norah The Young Oxford Book of Archaeology Oxford: Oxford University


Press, 1995

Platt, Richard Aztecs Toronto: Stoddart Publishing Co.Ltd. (for Dorling Kindersley),


1999

Tanaka, Shelley Discovering the Ice Man New York: Hyperion/Madison Books Ltd., 

1996

