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What is Web 2.0?

· “A term that refers to a supposed second generation of Internet-based services. These usually include tools that let people collaborate and share information online, such as social networking sites, wikis, and communication tools … ” (www.axagen.com)
BLOGGING:

· Blog:  A blog is basically a journal that is available on the web. Blogs are typically updated daily using software that allows people with little or no technical background to update and maintain the blog. 
· Why Blog?

· Whoever is doing most of the talking or most of the typing is doing most of the learning. 

· Blogging lets you and your students have written discussions and online communications. These discussions are publicly available and can be archived for future use. When students know that others will read their work, they do better work. When students know that others can learn from their work, they do better work. 

· Blogs are also among the easiest ways to publish a classroom website. You post a syllabus, class expectations, and many other things without registering a domain name or learning HTML. 
· Three Choices for Blogging Sites: 

· www.blogger.com (free)

· www.edublogs.org (free)

· www.typepad.com (paid subscription)

· Blogging Protocol & Privacy Issues:

· Students will be posting work to the Internet and must be aware of proper Internet protocol.  What they say can be read by others.  While debate and criticism will take place, they must be appropriate. 

· The Web is public by nature and as teachers and administrators we should not reveal the identity of our students online to strangers. Instruct students not to include their last name in posts or comments.
· Blogging Uses (Tom Daccord – Teaching History with Technology)

· Post a homework question 

· Each student writes a one paragraph response 

· Read a few before class to see what your students think about the reading 

· Invite outsiders to comment on student work 

· If you know the author of a book you are reading, have students write feedback and have the author respond 

· Have students from another school comment on your student’s work 

· Have students post discussion questions for tomorrow’s class 

· have them post questions about things they don’t understand 

· Have students post drafts for peer editing 

· While email is probably better for 1-1 peer editing, blogs are a great opportunity for multiple people to comment on a single piece of work. 

· Post your lecture notes or a summary of the day’s class 

· Have students post their notes for the day 

· Assign one student per day to be the scribe for the class. This is great for discussion based classes where you want students to focus on the discussion and not have to worry about taking notes. 

· Post the daily homework assignment 

· Post links to supplementary materials from the Internet 

· Author bios or websites; Links to book reviews; Links to relevant news articles 

· Create new blogs for team projects 

· Students can post their work to the blog so that others can see what they are doing. They can also comment on each other’s work. 

· If faculty are trying to work as a team or core group, use a blog to communicate with each other about lessons, etc. 

· For an independent study- have students create their own blog 

· have students post an outline of their week’s work before meetings
WIKIS:
· Wiki:  a website that allows multiple users to create, modify and organize web page content in a collaborative manner.

· Students, teachers, and even parents could collaborate to gather, edit, and present information on a wiki. 

· A wiki could be used to build a classroom dictionary of terms in a subject area.

· Students could also use a wiki as a class notes page that serves as a study guide for tests. Each student could contribute a set of notes and add comments to existing notes. 

· Another idea is to break kids up into small groups for a project or activity and have them paste their work on a wiki. One could then invite other student groups to comment. 

· A teacher could post words for students to expand into definitions. 

· Students could research new topics and contribute their findings 

· A wiki could be used as a portfolio showing development of a project 

PODCASTING:

· Podcast:  “This a name that has been popularized by the use of iPods and is essentially a multimedia broadcast hosted on a website. It can be audio or video based and is delivered in a format which is portable with all computers and some mobile devices.” (http://absolute-digital.co.uk/glossary.php#p)

· Podcasting could be used to record a teacher’s lesson or a student conversation. It could be used to create a homework assignment or even as part of a test. Students could use podcasts to interview each other about what they learned during the week. They could create a newscast, hold a debate, or run a radio show. Schools could use podcasts to make announcements via their web site. Students could read their own papers or journals. Podcasts could also be used to record guest speakers and make their presentations available online.

· Here are some specific ideas for the law classroom:

· Students write a radio show based on a legal event or issue and record their show using a voice recorder. 

· Teacher records a tutorial that students listen to on their own.

· Teacher records and broadcasts group discussions 

· Using a voice recorder, the teacher records each student talking in an oral test and saves the recordings.

· On a field trip, students use a voice recorder to take notes and a digital camera to take photos. They then create a guided tour in iMovie or Windows Movie Maker (not in court obviously)

SOCIAL BOOKMARKING:

· Social Bookmarking: “The ability to save and categorize a personal collection of bookmarks and share them with others. Users may also take bookmarks saved by others and add them to their own collection, as well as to subscribe to the lists of others.”
· Teachers & students can bookmark sites and arrange them by tags:

· colleagues can share useful sites, 
· teachers can compile & share sites with students for specific assignments or general issues, 
· students can share sites with each other or show their research on a specific issue like a working bibliography
VOICETHREAD:
· VoiceThread is a Web-based program that enables users to upload pictures, record accompanying audio or video commentary, and invite others to record commentary as well. 

· Potential uses include posting political cartoons or images from the news media and asking students to record and post comments.

DOCUMENTARY FILMS:
· Culminating Assignment:  students will produce a short documentary film on one of OJEN’s “Cases that have changed society”

· They research, write a script, gather video or still images, and produce a “Heritage Minute” style documentary on their topic.

Web Resources:

www.thwt.com – Teaching History with Technology, Tom Daccord’s site with ample resources

www.audacity.sourceforge.net – Audacity’s free podcasting, editing and personal recording tools

www.blogger.com – set up a free blog through this Google service
www.voicethread.com – post pictures, etc and invite comments
www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers - free, private wikis for education purposes
https://secure.delicious.com/login?jump=ub&src=iebmext1.07.250 – del.icio.us social bookmarking site
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