ON-LINE RESEARCH
Google.ca
Google is a search engine, not a web site, that collects information from Web servers, indexes it, and creates a keyword searchable database. Google is the world’s most popular search engine and offers the following features:

Web 
· Provides web sites based on your search term(s).
· Hits are ranked according to the following:

· The presence of all search terms in a document.

· The presence of search terms in the title, URL, and/or first heading.

· The number of times the search terms appear in the document.

· Search terms appearing early in the document.
· Web sites that appear as Sponsored Links have paid Google to appear near the top.

Images

· Provides images in the form of photographs, illustrations, maps, architecture, paintings, sculpture, and a direct link to web sites.

News

· Provides information on current topics from Canadian and international newspapers, and a direct link to web sites.
Databases

A database is a digital library of published encyclopedia, newspaper, magazine, and journal articles written by subject experts. Databases may be generic in nature (eg. Canadian Reference Centre) or subject specific (eg. Health and Wellness Resource Centre). Databases charge annual subscription fees and can only be accessed by paid subscribers through a password. 
Some of the more resourceful databases your school / board library may subscribe to include: 1.Canadian Reference Centre / Student Research Centre                       2. InfoTrac Secondary ( Student Edition, CPI.Q (Canadian Periodicals), Discovering Collection, Gale Virtual Reference Library, National Newspaper Index, Health and Wellness Resource Centre)
Research Tips

· Define and clarify meaning of words or terms before beginning any research (on-line dictionaries include Cambridge, Merriam-Webster, Dictionary.com)
· Use on-line encyclopedias like Britannica to begin a general research of your topic.
· Wikipedia: Wikis should only be used for background information and to create a list of keywords to use in your search. They should not normally be quoted or cited.
· Keywords: To avoid accessing millions of web sites on Google or thousands of articles from a database, narrow your search by including as many keywords from your research topic as possible. 
Example (scientific revolution): 
a)general topic: scientific revolution = 3,360,000 hits on Google                                                         b) sub-topic: scientific revolution + effects = 1,760,000 hits                                                             c) people: scientific revolution francis bacon = 346,000 hits
· Boolean Operators (when used between keywords): 

· AND: will yield documents that contain both keywords
· OR: will yield documents that contain either keyword

· NOT: will yield documents in which specific words are eliminated

