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RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS OF CIVICS, HISTORY  AND  LAW





by Gayle Broad
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n June 2000, Chief Justice Roy McMurtry struck a Task Force on Public Legal Education (PLE) with the goal of improving access to justice through the dissemination of information about the legal system in Ontario and Canada.  Since then, the Task Force has been at work on a number of initiatives, the first of which was announced at November’s OHASSTA Conference. 








Speakers in Classrooms and Courtrooms:





	This initial initiative is designed to make judges, lawyers, crown attorneys and other justice system personnel more accessible to students, particularly at the secondary school level.  Teachers can access speakers who will either come to the classroom, or will welcome students in visits to courthouses, simply by completing a Teacher Request Form.  The Teacher Request Form is then faxed to a local courthouse administrator, who will ensure that a speaker – a judge, a lawyer, a crown attorney, a court administrator, or a legal aid representative – addresses the topic(s) of student interest.  The speaker may be part of a visit to the courthouse, also available upon request, or will visit the classroom.  


						





A copy of the Teacher Request Form, together with a list of the local fax numbers is included in this edition of Rapport for your use.









































	This initiative is intended to enhance any previous contact you may have had with court and legal system personnel and will be implemented through local committees beginning January 1, 2001.  The local area committees shall have representatives of the speaker’s groups and teachers are encouraged to access these organizations.  If you are interested in being in on the ground floor of this initiative, please contact John Montgomery, President of OHASSTA (or check with the program department of your Board of Education).








Law Week and Mock Trial Programme:





	A second initiative, sponsored by the Canadian Bar Association Ontario (CBAO), is Law Week, slated for the week of April 23 to 27, 2001.  Since the institution of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, on April 17, 1982, the CBAO has acknowledged its passage by providing legal information to the public through a number of events. This year’s theme is “Images of Freedom” and the CBAO has planned a number of activities including a speakers’ bureau, a television program, and a mock trial competition for high school students culminating in a province-wide award during Law Week. Elementary school students are invited to participate in a poster contest while students in grades 9 – 12 can also participate in a Web Page Design Contest.





�





Details of this and other activities can be found at http://www.cbao.org and the mock trial kit is available for free downloading.








Other legal resources:





	The Task Force has compiled a number of resources and websites that may be useful to students and teachers who wish to learn more about the law.  A number of these are outlined below, and many are available in both official languages:  





www.acjnet.org  Site for Canadian law and justice resource materials. ACJNet “is an electronic community that brings together people, information, and educational resources on Canadian justice and legal issues… is the only nationwide service dedicated to making law and justice resources available to all Canadians in either official language.” Lists 21 English public legal education organizations and 3 French organizations and provides links to numerous resources for teachers, students and the general public. 


http://acjnet.org/youthfaq/index.html  Site is maintained by ACJNet  and provides a list of “frequently asked questions” – FAQs – and their answers for students.  The FAQs include topic areas Criminal Code, Alternative Dispute Resolution, Divorce, Hate Crime, Joyriding, Jury, Labour, Prison, Privacy, Shoplifting, Stalking, Travel, Young Offenders’ Act. 


http://canada.justice.gc.ca  Site is maintained by Department of Justice Canada and index includes “Canada’s System of Justice” and “Canada’s Court System”.  Site also explains how legislation is developed and passed by Parliament and the role of citizens in developing, amending and modifying laws and regulations. Outlines the responsibilities of federal versus provincial governments and courts, and provides information on all Department of Justice initiatives.


www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca  Site of Ontario’s Ministry of the Attorney General (AG).  Site outlines the roles and responsibilities of the AG and provides a number of resources such as “The Parental Responsibility Act – Recovering Losses in Small Claims Court” – a brochure outlining parents’ obligations for damages caused by their children, and guides to small claims court and family court procedures, being a witness in a criminal trial, and others.


www.ontariocourts.on.ca  Guide to the Ontario Courts.  Includes information on the three courts of Ontario - Court of Appeal, the Superior Court of Justice and the Ontario Court of Justice.  Also includes information about the Ontario Judicial Council, the process of appointment of judges, and Links to other sites.  


www.cleo.on.ca  “Community Legal Education Ontario (CLEO) is a community legal clinic that produces clear language material for people with low incomes.  Main topics include social assistance, landlord and tenant law, refugee and immigration law, workers’ compensation, women’s issues, family law, employment insurance and human rights”.  A list and order form for all of CLEO’s materials are provided on-line (publications are all free of charge).  They also maintain a resource library of materials produced by others.


www.cbao.org/Law_Day  Website of Canadian Bar Association Ontario.  Includes information on CBAO and its Law Day activities including poster, photo, and website competition, and mock trial kit and competition. 


www.cjc-ccm.gc.ca  Website of Canadian Judicial Council.  Provides information about the Council, FAQs, Judges’ Act.  Provides information on complaints, process of appointment, salaries, ethics and differences between federally-appointed and provincially-appointed judges. Includes a listing of their publications which includes a variety of pamphlets and books on the conduct, role, ethics and independence of judges.


www.educ.sfu.ca/cels/  A place where teachers in British Columbia can learn to incorporate legal concepts and principles in their classroom teaching, and students can find information about the law.  A monthly ‘zine – Jan/00 issue is regarding Refugees and the Law.  Zine is divided into regular sections of Articles, Resources, Lesson Plans, Legal Updates on important decisions (including sentencing in the criminal law index and Judicial Independence and Impartiality) and discussion forum.  Lesson Plan includes a role play before the Refugee Board and an opportunity for students to “understand the meaning of due process and the rules of natural justice”. NB:  Materials related to federal matters (such as immigration) are useful for Ontario students.  However, materials related to issues that fall under provincial jurisdiction are for British Columbia and therefore may not accurately reflect Ontario legislation.


http://edm.johnhoward.org/education/graphics.html  John Howard Society of Edmonton.  Site focus is on Youth and the criminal justice system spec. Young Offenders’ Act, and FAQ site. Site is designed for the Junior High School teacher “five exciting lessons from which you can choose on aspects of the Canadian criminal justice system.” Includes teacher’s guide, student workbook and overhead transparencies for each lesson.


www.tcac.on.ca/courthouse/guide  Site maintained by Toronto Child Abuse Centre.  Provides information directed at children who are testifying in abuse cases.  Includes information on roles of people in the courtroom (basic level) including judges.


www.crime-prevention.org  Site maintained by the National Strategy for Crime Prevention Council.  Provides lists of publications and information directed towards crime prevention and links to other sites. 





DR. Fraser Mustard Report:





	The Chief Justice’s Task Force has also received the “Early Years Study” by Dr. Fraser Mustard.  Although the report does not fall into the category of “legal education”, the contents are of interest to educators and any member of the public concerned about the well-being and healthy development of children.  


					





See the Teacher’s Request Form and fax numbers for the Courtrooms and Classroom visits attached.
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TEACHER REQUEST FORM FOR COURTHOUSE VISIT OR CLASSROOM VISIT





School Name: ____________________________________________   School Phone: _(_____)___________________ 





Address & e-mail: .    																		





Name of Teacher: ____________________________________      School Fax:   (	     )						





Teacher Home Phone: (Optional) _(_____)_______________  Subjects & Grades Taught: _________________________





Are You Asking For:


1.   Courthouse Visit:    Yes   [   ]     No   [   ]               Classroom Visit:   Yes   [   ]    No   [   ]       Either:   [   ]





      Half  Day   [   ]     Whole Day   [   ]          Number of Students: _________   Length of Class: (Minutes)  _______ 





      Local Courthouse requested:  _________________________________________________________





OR


2.   As A Classroom Speaker, rank your first 3 choices:


     [   ]       [   ]           [   ]                     [   ]                              [   ]


      Judge       Lawyer      Crown Attorney       Legal Aid Representative         Court Operations Manager   





3. Possible Dates for Courthouse or Classroom Visits: _______________;   _______________;   _______________.





What Is The Goal Of The Session?
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What Topics Will Be Of Interest To The Students?








�
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Fax this form to local Courthouse at: _______________________________________(see list) 





~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Confirmation of Courthouse Visit or Classroom Visit





Courthouse visit:


Name of Speaker at Court: ____________   ___________________________________________________________


Date of Courthouse visit: _______________________  Address of Courthouse: ______________________________


Time of Courthouse visit: ______________________ Duration: _________________________________________


Contact Person at Courthouse on Arrival Will Be:  


Name: _____________________________________________________    in room: _________________________


Classroom visit:


Name of Speaker for Class: ___________________________________________________________


Date of Classroom visit: _______________________  Address of School: ______________________________


Time of Classroom visit: ______________________ Duration: _________________________________________


Contact Person at School on Arrival Will Be:  


Name: _____________________________________________________    in room: _________________________
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East Region


Ottawa-Carleton


(Ottawa)


Facsimile: 613-239-1491





Renfrew


(Pembroke)


Facsimile: 613-732-1766





Stor/Dun/Glen


(Cornwall)


Facsimile: 613-932-0507





Prescott-Russell


(L’orignal)


Facsimile: 613-675-4507





Leeds-Grenville


(Brockville)


Facsimile: 613-345-4019





Lanark


(Perth)


Facsimile: 613-267-7055





Hastings & Prince Edward


(Belleville/Picton)


Facsimile: 613-962-5143





Frontenac            


(Kingston, Napanee, 


Kaladar, Sharbot Lake)


Facsimile: 613-548-6818








West Region


Essex


(Windsor)


Facsimile: 519-973-6698





Middlesex


(London)


Facsimile: 519-660-3134





Bruce/Grey


(Owen Sound/Walkerton)


Facsimile: 519-371-5832





Elgin/Oxford


(St. Thomas/Woodstock)


Facsimile: 519-631-6086





Wellington


(Guelph)


Facsimile: 519-824-5449





Waterloo


(Kitchener/Cambridge)


Facsimile: 519-741-3212





Chatham-Kent


(Chatham)


Facsimile:  519-352-7352





Huron/Perth


(Stratford/Goderich)


Facsimile: 519-271-2671





 Lambton


(Sarnia)


Facsimile:  519-332-6647








North Region


Sudbury


Facsimile: 705-564-4156





Algoma & Manitoulin


(Sault Ste Marie, Elliot Lake,


Blind River, Thessalon 


Wawa, Espanola Gore 


& Bay Little Current)


Facsimile: 705-945-5044





Cochrane & Temiskaming


(Timmins, Haileybury 


& Kirkland Lake)


Facsimile: 705-272-5100





Parry Sound & Nipissing


(North Bay)


Facsimile: 705-495-8368





Thunder Bay


Facsimile: 807-345-6383





Kenora & Rainy River


Facsimile: 807-345-6383








Central East Region


Tri-County


(Peterborough, Cobourg 


& Lindsay)


Facsimile: 705-755-1685





York


(Newmarket & Richmond Hill)


Facsimile: 905-853-4825





Durham


(Oshawa/Whitby)


Facsimile: 905-430-5811





Simcoe/Muskoka


(Barrie, Orillia, 


Bracebridge, Bradford, 


Midland, Elmvale, Huntsville, Penetanguishene & Collingwood)


Facsimile: 705-739-6578








Central West Region


Peel


(Brampton)


Facsimile: 905-456-4804





Halton & Dufferin


(Milton, Oakville, Burlington 


& Orangeville)


Facsimile: 905-878-3147





Hamilton-Wentworth


Facsimile: 905-645-5280





Niagara


(St. Catharines, Welland, 


Niagra Falls & Fort Erie)


Facsimile: 905-685-0990





Haldimand-Norfolk & Brant


(Simcoe, Brantford & Cayuga)


Facsimile: 519-426-3393








Toronto Region


Crim. – Central


Old City Hall


(Crim. & POA; College Pk. – Crim.)


Crim. – Area Courts


80 The East Mall (Crim. & Fam.)


1000 Finch (Crim.)


1911 Eglinton Ave (Crim. Fam. POA)


47 Sheppard (Fam. SCC. & POA)


College Park (SCC.)


2265 Keele Street (SCC. & POA)


311 Jarvis Street (Fam. & POA)


Facsimile: 416-327-6003





Osgoode Hall – Court of Appeal


393 University Ave - Civil


361 University Ave - Criminal 


393 University Ave -Family


Facsimile: 416-327-6209
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