Note to Instructor:  This internet based D-Day assignment shows the Atlantic Wall the Allies had to contend with, the difficulty in preparing for their missions, and their success.  I hope you and your students enjoy it!  
Yvan Brochu

Highland Secondary School

Dundas, Ontario

Name: _________________________

World War II:  D - Day
Created by: Yvan Brochu
This activity page on the D-Day attack will take you to several websites to learn about the formidable German defenses, and how the Allies were able to break “The Atlantic Wall”.

Hitler’s D-Day Defenses
Resource:  http://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/case_dday/pop_dday/defenses.swf
1) Which German General was responsible for fortifying the French coastline against the   

    allies? __________________________________________

2) In the table below, describe each of the Six Defenses of the Atlantic Wall, and the Allied 
    Countermeasure (how they overcame each defense).

	Atlantic Wall:  Six Defenses

	Allied Countermeasure

	Teller Mines Attached To Posts

description: 

	

	Hedgehogs

description:

	

	Gun Emplacements

description:

	

	Teller Mines Hidden On Beach

description:

	

	Barbed Wire

description:

	

	Bridges At The Back Of The Beaches

description:

	


World War 2: The D-Day Landings

Resource:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/wwtwo/launch_ani_d_day.shtml
Fill in the blanks: 
3)  “Over ________________ service personnel were involved in Operation ___________, 
     which hinged on the success of the _____________________ on D-Day.”
4) Click on “Play the animation”

     Where was the greatest concentration of German defenses? Explain why. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) What was “Operation Fortitude”? ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6) In the months leading up to the attack, how did the allies prepare for the invasion? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Create a timeline below describing the Allied invasion on June 6th, 1944, jotting down key facts:
Shortly after

Midnight

After you’ve closed the animation, go back to the BBC webpage and look under Multimedia Zone.  Click on “World War 2: Overlord Campaign Map”. Or go the following website:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/wwtwo/launch_ani_overlord_campaign.shtml
Complete the following questions: 
8)  Click on “Play the animation”.  Below, shade the three stages of the Allied advance shown here, and to the side describe one or two key facts for each stage of the advance:

                     Allied Advance                         Facts On The Allied Advance
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9) Why was August 25th significant for the Allies?:  ________________________________
    ______________________________________________________________________

    Why are such victories critical in warfare?: ____________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________

     What were the casualties to date for the Allies? ____________________ How were they    

     progressing according to the D-Day timetable? ________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

Simulations

Preview one or both of the following simulations below. 

Battle of the Atlantic: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/wwtwo/launch_gms_battle_atlantic.shtml
Bomb the Dam 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/case_nazidams/nazi_dams.swf
10) Reviewing one or both of the simulations above, comment below on the training and 

      difficulty involved for Allied missions to succeed.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Post-Assignment Work (Inquiry):

11) For homework, review your class notes on WWII in 1944 prior to D-Day.  Next, review the information in this assignment.  Now, consider what would have happened if D-Day would not have happened, or if the invasion had failed.  State two possible outcomes. 

1) _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2) _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

D-Day                                                                   D-Day
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The Slog for Normandy                                      The Slog for Normandy
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The Breakout                                                      The Breakout
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