 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CHC 2D         Great Debates Assignment

Purpose:
The intent of this assignment is to have pairs of students present oral arguments before the "voters" on a recent public policy issue. One pair of students will argue each side of the case, using a combination of research material and their own ability to organize and present a strong argument.  Public policy debates are a key part of politics as well as a fun way to learn the about current issues 

Method:
Each pair of students will select one side of a public policy issue to argue before the voters. You will have one week to do your research and prepare your case. Next Monday we will hear the first issue.  A "Public Panel" of seven student voters will hear the oral arguments and render a ruling in the case.  Each side will present their main oral arguments followed by a rebuttal of their opponent's case. 

NOTE: In rebuttal, you cannot enter entirely new information, you can only try to knock down arguments your opponents have presented.

Each student will be a debater once, and a panel member twice. Panel members may only come to their decision based on the arguments presented, not on outside evidence. Each team of debaters will be evaluated on the quality of the content in their case, their presentation ability, and their ability to quickly formulate a rebuttal of their opponent's case.

Warning!  You will be evaluated on what you present. Each debater must present an equal amount of their sides' main presentation and rebuttal. You will only be marked on what you say - not on your behind-the-scenes work.

Evaluation:
1.  Quality and quantity of ideas in your main argument          / 30        

2.  Quality and quantity of ideas in your rebuttal statement     / 10

3.  How effective are you as a presenter?

 
 / 20








____________________
















Total      60 marks

Possible Debate Questions:

1.  Should our government agree to expanding “free trade” zones and agreements on reducing barriers to international trade. Or should our governments create made-in-Canada policies that allow to set our own rules on environmental protection, protection for Canadian industries against  foreign imports, and labour practices?

2. To what degree should we co-operate with the U.S. economically. Should the U.S. get open access to our energy and resources? Should we remove all restrictions on how much of our industry is American owned? Should Canadian companies be forced to obey U.S. trade restrictions?

3. The United States government has asked Canada to join in a continental security system to      defend North America from outside threats such as international terrorism. This plan would      combine the U.S. and Canadian armed forces, coast guards, border security, immigration      services, FBI, and  RCMP into one unified team under American control. Should we agree?
4. US President George W. Bush wants Canada to support an American attack on Iraq, even if the United Nations does not agree that such an attack is warranted. President Bush has stated that he expects Canada to contribute a significant part of our armed forces to the project. What should we do?

5. The US movie, tv, music, and magazine industries want all Canadian cultural protection controls and limits lifted, so they can sell as much as they want in Canada, with no protection for new Canadian musicians, actors, film makers or writers.  Should we do this?

6. Should our governments give Canadian NHL teams multi-million dollar subsidies to make sure that a substantial part of the NHL has Canadian ownership? Should “Canada’s game” be owned and controlled by Americans?
7.  Should our governments follow neo-conservative economic and social policies? Make the people who use health care, education and other services pay for them, and reduce taxes for those who don’t use these services.  Or should we have large governments, with lots of departments and employees who try to do a lot of things for us and who require us to keep our

8. What should our immigration and refugee policy be?

9.  Should our courts and governments follow policies that ensure that all cultures, both sexes, and people of all sexual orientations ( e.g. homosexuals ) have equal rights and treatment?

10.  To what extent should governments use their powers to force businesses and individuals to change how they operate to reduce their pollution and to help protect the environment? Or should we not have many limits, and let businesses and individuals do as they please - saving them a lot of money?

11.  - What should the size and purpose of our Armed Forces be?



- mainly international peacekeepers 



- mainly coastal patrols, coast guard and emergency assistance inside Canada



- a combat-ready army, navy air force that can make a major contribution to



   our allies in a future war?

CHC 2D - Great Debates Evaluation

Name:___________________________________________

Team Components:      

Main Presentation - Quality and Quantity of Ideas




/30
Rebuttal - Quality and Quantity of Ideas





/10
Individual Component:

How effective are you as a presenter?





/20






One mark bonus?










___________________








Total


/60

Great Debates Success Strategies!
1.  Research
Value: 30/60

In your Great Debates assignment  I will use this scale:

Number of Key Points or Examples:    15     =         60% ( the lowest number in the class)

Number of Key Points or Examples     30     =       100% ( the highest number in the class )

No group had a problem with weak research and some groups impressed me a great deal.

2. Rebuttal      Value: 10/60

The purpose of Rebuttal is to knock down points the opposition has made. This requires a combination of good research, anticipation of your opponent’s arguments and quick thinking. In your Great Debates assignment I will usedthis scale:

Number of Strong Rebuttal Points:   3
= 
50% ( the lowest number in the class )

Number of Strong Rebuttal Points:   8
=        100% ( the highest number in the class)

Some groups did a very weak job of attacking their opponent’s arguments. Rebuttla is similar to cross-examination. This is a critical part of any criminal trial.

3. Presentation       Value: 20/60

In a public debate, a debater must try to present his or her arguments in a clear, interesting manner. It is part of human nature for people to find interesting speakers more persuasive than dull speakers. Here are some suggestions to improve your presentations:

*  Sound as if you care about your topic. Put a little energy and life into your voice. Display some

    spirit. Use colourful language - but not slang.

*  Look up at your audience and talk as if you are in a conversation. Don’t keep your head down

    as you read from a piece of paper. It’s too easy to lose your place or to read in a monotone. 

*  Instead of long detailed notes, use brief easy-to-read point form reminders to jog your memory.

    This forces you to speak as if you are in a conversation, not reading a speech.

*  Personalize your arguments. Ask your audience, “what if you were in this situation”? “How

    would you feel if this happened to you or your family?”

*  Practice, practice, practice! Do trial runs with your partner. Try a practice debate. Read your

    notes out  loud to see if there are names or arguments you stumble over - and fix the problem.

Most students will receive marks ranging from 14/20 to 18/20 depending on how well they speak and how interesting they areto the audience.

 Use this information to make your Great Debate Cases even stronger! 
CHC 2D - Great Debates Research
Here are some good places to look for research on your topics:

1. Check your textbook first!   You can find:


 - good background information on the body of law and its interpretation by judges


 - information on current issues and controversies related to your topic


 - the names of the most famous cases related to your topic

2. The Reference Section

    Look for a series of grey binders labelled SIRS. Each binder has a specific theme. Several of

    these themes relate to your topics. Each binder has an index for the full series.

   You will also find three series of books called Annual Editions in the same area. Each

    volume has American articles on one theme.  

   The Crimes and Punishment series, with the black and silver covers, might also have useful

    information

   The far wall of the circulating collection ( the “stacks” ) has two large file cabinets called

    the Vertical Files. Mrs Boone and the librarian technicians have collected articles for several

    years in subject folders. Over twenty of these folders relate to our course, including ones on

    censorship, the constitution, discrimination, human rights, racism, suicide, and women  

   The reference section also has copies of recent Criminal Codes.

3. The Circulating Collection

   The best way to locate non-fiction sources is to use the “Mixed Key Word” option

   on the Circulating Collection Catalogue Computers.  The trick is to think of the right search

   words to  use. Try search word combinations such as:

   Racism Canada  

- mostly section 305.8

   Censorship 


- mostly 323.44 and 363.3, 

   Indians Canada 

- mostly 305.8, 323.1

   Discrimination Canada 
- mostly 331.11 and 342.7

   Euthanasia 


- mostly 174 and 179

   Unity Canada 

- mostly 305.8, 320.9

   Watch for a series of books called “Opposing Viewpoints”. These offer plenty of arguments

   on both sides of controversial issues.

5. If all else fails, ask Mr. Simons or Mrs. Boone for help. That’s what we’re paid to do.

    ( But follow steps One to Four first! )

Using the Internet for Research
      To use the school Internet system you must have a password and have signed the 

      “Acceptable Use Policy” agreement.

      The Internet can  give you detailed web sites, as well as addresses to contact for more

      information. Watch out for entries by extremely biased writers or “cranks”. Anyone can set 

      up an Internet web site. Look for ones that have good credentials. 

      e.g. University sponsored sites, sites by professional historians, most government sites. 

      Make sure you have several variations on your search words in case your first attempt either

      does not give you any “hits” or gives you too much “spam”

     Examples:     World War One = The First World War = The Great War



   Knights = Chivalry = Medieval Warfare



   Euthanasia = Mercy Killing = Assisted Suicide

1.  To find newspaper and magazine articles:

Here are two special sites: Both require logins and passwords.
    The Electric Library Canada site. 

    This site will will search for all  North American magazines that have articles on your topic.

    Some of the Canadian magazines that might have something on your topic

    Macleans, Saturday Night, Financial Post, Chatelaine
    Try checking these American magazines as well:   Time, Newsweek
    Web Address: 
www.elibrary.ca/education

    Username:
    
THOISS0600

    Password:
     
ELCA

     Once you have logged in you can select the types of sources you want:

     Newspapers ( recent or all ), Magazines, Books, Pictures, Maps, TV and Radio transcripts

     ( Hint: if you select fewer types of sources the search response time is faster )

     You can also specify Canadian Sources Only, the names of specific publications( over 100

     choices ), range of dates, etc.

     Then click on the Search button. The response is very fast.

     Hint: If you want an exact phrase match put your search phrase inside quotation marks

    Example: 
Canada and “World War One”

    Micromedia Newsdisk site.   

    This site has the complete text of major articles from seven Canadian newspapers, going back

    about ten years.

     Web Address: 
circ.micromedia.ca

     Business: 

Leeds

     Login:

Thous

     Password:

Blrick

     Once you have logged in select “Journals and Newspapers”

     Then select Canadian NewsDisc from the right side of the screen

     Then select “Select All” from the four options near the top of the screen in the grey boxes

     Then select “Go to Search Screen” from the top grey box

     Then type in your search words in the “Search Anywhere”  box, and click on “Search”

     The search may take ten to twenty seconds, then your first twenty choices will appear.

     Skim through the choices. Print out any important articles or copy them and paste them into

     a Word or Word Perfect document.

     After the first twenty articles you can call up the next set of twenty, refine your search or start

     a new search. When you are finished use the Logout button at the top right corner of the

     screen. 

2. To find Quality Web Sites - Good  Search Engines:

YAHOO Canada -www.yahoo.ca


- use the “advanced search” feature and select Yahoo Canada sites only



   or go through the directory of categories and subcategories



HOTBOT  -www.hobot.com


- very powerful U.S. search engine



- select the advanced search features and “exact phrase match”


NORTHERNLIGHT - www.northernlight.com


- use the “power search” option



- this engine offers you a series of research “folders” related to your search word


GOOGLE -www.google.ca



- use the “advanced search” feature and “exact phrase” option 



  or go through the Directory option and go through the categories and

                          subcategories

3.Canadian Links and Websites
Schoolnet Resources - www.schoolnet.ca

- select “Learning Resources” and “Current Events”


Canadiana——The Canadian Resource Page: http://www.cs.cmu.edu/Unofficial/Canadiana/README.html

International Council of Canadian Studies: http://www.iccs-ciec.ca/sites/e-other.html

University of Victoria, History Learning & Teaching: http://web.UVic.CA/hrd/history.learn-teach/index.html

Canadian History on the Web: 
http://www.interchg.ubc.ca/sneylan/cdnhist.htm
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... in Canadian history. Compass History Links- Canada Long list of links
to Canadian history Web sites. The Canadian Military Heritage ... 
www.algonquinc.on.ca/lrc/guides/canhist.html 

Academic Info: Canadian History
Excellent starting point:links to local & area studies, online exhibits & images, special collections & print archives, historical societies & museums . 

Canadian History on the Web
An annotated collection of online resources on Canadian and general history. The emphasis is on British Columbia but she has listed enough of general Canadian links to make this site a good first stop.
By Susan Neylan, University of British Columbia, Dept. of History

National Library of Canada

WWW-VL History: Canadian History
A well organized and extensive collection of resources. Part of the World Wide Web-Virtual Library.
Canada's Digital Collections
History collections include: Canada At War ; Canadian History ; Places in Canada and Local History

Canada's History in Space
A Timeline through 1996

The Canadian Great War Homepage
Canada's Role in World War 1
From the Canadian Military Heritage Project

Canadian Heritage

·
Canadian Heritage Information Network
"...the information gateway to museums, galleries, and heritage in Canada and around the world."
Includes a nice collection of Virtual Exhibitions
Department of Canadian Heritage 

·
Artefacts Canada
"...previously known as the National Inventories, provides access to information on millions of museum objects, natural history specimens and archaeological sites. These records, contributed by museums and heritage organizations across Canada, have been assembled into three groups [ Humanities, Natural Sciences, Archeological Sites]." 

Canadian Heritage Gallery
"The most extensive collection of historical Canadiana on the Internet"
"To promote the accessibility, knowledge and research of Canadian Heritage by publishing via the Internet an extensive collection of historical photos, original documents, Canadian artwork, maps, and illustrations, fully documented and researched for historical authenticity, and presented in a "user friendly" format; And to advance dissemination of materials and information pertaining to the Heritage of Canada by providing printed or digital reproductions of selected images and caption information, as published on this Site."

Canadian Military Heritage Project
"Our pages will provide historical background for each conflict, chronological timelines, statistics, battles, weaponry, uniforms & equipment, famous Canadians, biographies of soldiers, heroes and their stories, contributions of women..."
Maintained by Brian Lee Massey & Lorine McGinnis Schulze

Chronology of Events in the History of Canadian Coins
"This document is an attempt to bring various published sources together to present a timeline about Canadian coins. I have tried to limit it to circulating and collector coins of the Province of Canada (1841-1867), and the Dominion of Canada (1867-present)."
By Ken Polsson

Directorate of History and Heritage (DHH)


National Library of Canada and National Archives 

·
Canadian History Web Sources
http://members.rogers.com/dneylan/
"An annotated collection of online resources on Canadian and general history by Susan Neylan, University of British Columbia, Dept. of History . The emphasis is on British Columbia but she has listed enough of general Canadian links to make this site a good first stop. " 

·
Canadian Information By Subject 

http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/caninfo/ep097.htm#971.01
Canada-History The National Library of Canada's list of links to Canadian Internet resources on the history of Canada. 

·
Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation home page
http://www.civilization.ca/
"Features the Canadian Museum of Civilization, the Canadian War Museum and the Museum of New France which house collections, exhibitions, maps, tours and galleries covering Canadian civilisation." 

·
CanPix Gallery

http://www.nelson.com/nelson/school/discovery/images/ncddimag.htm
"Collection of more than 3,500 historical images and audio files related to the people, places, events, and culture of Canada, searchable by time period--from pre-1760 to the present--or by category. Features a nice assortment of Canadian flags, arms, flowers, and maps, as well as a selection of anthems including "O Canada" in text and audio." 

·
CanText eLibrary
" A collection of links to historical documents." 
·
Important Moments in Canadian History

http://www.arts.ouc.bc.ca/fiar/his_home.html
Timeline of important moments in Canadian history. 

·
Compass History Links- Canada

http://www.worldhistorycompass.com/whlindex.htm#Canada%20Index
Long list of links to Canadian history Web sites. 

·
The Canadian Military Heritage Project

http://www.rootsweb.com/~canmil/index.html
"Our pages will provide historical background for each conflict, chronological timelines, statistics, battles, weaponry, uniforms & equipment, famous Canadians, biographies of soldiers, heroes and their stories, contributions of women, other countries who participated, muster rolls for conflicts before 1900, Letters Home (from soldiers at the front), music and poetry, guest authors' submissions, links to other online resources, and Research Libraries." 

·
National Museum of Science and Technology Corporation
http://www.nmstc.ca/
Corporation of three Canadian Museums (the National Museum of Science and Technology, the National Aviation Museum, and the Agriculture Museum). Includes information on the collections and activities of the three constituent museums. 

·
WWW-VL History: Canadian History 

http://www.ukans.edu/history/VL/CANADA/canada.html 
A meta site on all aspects of Canadian history 


(top)
JOURNALS 

Journals on the Internet usually only provide a few articles from current issues. Check your local library for back issues and other articles.

·
The Beaver

http://www.historysociety.ca/english/thebeaver/index.html
"The Beaver is published six times a year by Canada's National History Society in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The articles covers the whole range of Canadian history, with particular emphasis on social history, politics, exploration, discovery and settlement, aboriginal peoples, business and trade, war, culture, and sport." 

·
The Canadian Historical Review

http://www.utpjournals.com/
"For 80 years, The Canadian Historical Review has provided generations of Canadians with an analysis of the ideas, people and events that have molded Canadian society and institutions into their present state. Canada's past is examined from a vast and multicultural perspective to provide a thorough assessment of all influences." 

Home page for the Children's Library Division
... CANADIAN HISTORY ON THE WEB Provides a huge list of Canadian History web sites,
historical documents pertaining to Canadian History, including graphics, and ... 
www.vpl.vancouver.bc.ca/branches/LibrarySquare/ chi/historylinks.html - 52k - Cached - Similar pages 

Canadian History
Canada Site

http://canada.gc.ca/main_e.html ADVANCE \d 5
Available in English or French. Government of Canada Primary Internet Site (Canada Site) Users around the world can get information about Canada, its government and its services. 

Canada's Digital Collections

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/ 

Available in English and French. This site has over 200 collections of documents on Canada's history and culture. Collections are organized alphabetically as well as being grouped by subject. 

Canadian Heritage 

http://www.pch.gc.ca/

Also has a French link. A wealth of information on Canadian topics from culture to Canadian studies, Arts and Heritage, Multiculturalism, Symbols of Canada, Sports, Youth Participation, Native Citizens Programs. 

Canadian History on the Web

Provides a huge list of Canadian History web sites, historical documents pertaining to Canadian History, including graphics, and Canadian museums, heritage sites, and archives including fun and games with Canadian history. Maintained by Susan Neylan, UBC Dep't of History sessional instructor and Ph.D candidate. 
The Canadian History Television Channel

http://www.historytelevision.ca/

Includes a Teacher's Resource section with Cable in the Classroom, the Canadians Lesson Plans. 

The Canadian Timeline 

http://www.micromedia.on.ca/Timeline/TIMELINE.htm

This online resource provided by Micromedia ProQuest provides a timeline of major events from the past 100 years in Canada. It is browsable by year and subject with broad categories from Arts and Entertainment, Military Highlights, Sports and more. It can also be searched by keyword. 

CultureCanada.gc.ca
http://culturecanada.gc.ca/culture.nsf

In English and French. "The Government of Canada's one-stop Web access to government resources on the subjects of Culture, Heritage and Recreation." Topics include history, languages, performing arts, aboriginal culture and heritage, archaeology, museums and galleries, film, video and multimedia, archives and libraries or geographic region. There's also a section on the symbols of Canada and genealogical research. 

Oh Canada: Canadian History on the Internet
http://www.ualberta.ca/~bleeck/canada/

One of the best sites with information on Canadian history.

