
One of the most important skills and historian can have is the ability to determine where an author is coming from when they are writing about an historical topic.  It is the duty and the job of historians to be able to determine the position or set of concerns, from which something is observed, presented or considered.  Historians try to determine what a person's point of view (perspective, angle, standpoint) is surrounding a topic.

Things to consider when looking for someone's point of view or bias on an issue:

Steps:

1) Identify the subject or topic being presented and those aspects of it that are emphasized by the author.

2) Identify words or phrases that suggest how the author personally feels about the subject.

3) Identify any unstated assumptions that the author seems to make.

4) Identify aspects of the subject the author does not talk about (but probably could have).

5) Identify the author's position, for or against the issue, like or dislike of a topic.

6) State what the author must believe, be interested in or be concerned about as indicated by his or her position.

Rules:

1) When to use . . .

(a) When examining an argument or description that seeks to persuade or convince

(b) When trying to determine the objectivity or impartiality of an argument or description

2) How to start . . .

(a) Identify the subjects or topics the author includes and excludes

(b) Look for emotionally charged words that may reveal biases or preferences

3) What to do if . . .

(a) It is difficult to identify a point of view.  The compare the material to material on the same subject by another author representing a different background.

More Information on Point of View, Bias or Interpretation:

1) Each author or artist writes from a particular point of view.

2) Some indicators of a point of view include the topics included or excluded:

(a) The emotions that are stirred by the words used

(b) Over generalization or hyperbole

(c) The kinds of analogies or metaphors used and their wider connotations

(d) The assumptions taken by the author (not always true)

(e) The extent that all sides are presented

3) A point of view, is much like a telescope, it limits the range of knowledge and understanding that one can obtain on selected aspects of a subject

4) A point of view, like a telescope, often distorts the objective, and therefore, the accuracy and/or the completeness of an author's report on a subject.

