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[image: image2.jpg]A day in the life of a bill

Committees of the House

| am sent to a standing or select committee for @ more detailed study.

| can be at the committee stage for g few days or up 1o several months!
Each of my sections is discussed. A vote is taken on each section and there

Alow starts with an idea and when an idea is presented fo the e
can be amendments or changes. The committee will then report to the

legisloture, it is in the form of a bill - just like me!

I'm a bilt here of the Ontario Legislature waiting to be made info o law.

1 go through several stages before becoming a law. These stages give all
members and voters o chance to study and make their views known about
me. Many suggestions may be made about how to improve me!

Introduction and First Reading
The member who is proposing to make me o law motions to introduce me
to the other members. After I'm introduced, | go through e first reading

which explains my objectives. Then, MPPs decide whether to accept me for Third Reading
future debate. If the answer is yes, | om assigned a number and scheduled This s the lust debate about me. After the debate is over, the Speaker calls
for a second reading. Fach member gets a copy of me! for a final vote about making me a law. If there is a majority, | go fo the

next step in becoming law.

Second Reading Royal Assent

Here, members discuss my details further and why | should or | om passed fo the Lieutenant Governor who through a special

should not become a law. After the debate, the MPPs vote to let ceremony, signs and affixes the Great Seal of Ontario to me. % 1
me proceed lo the next step. This is called Royal Assent and officially makes me a law! /{0






Law Making Flow Chart
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The Legislative Process.  Law making in Ontario.

Legislation is introduced into the house in the form of a bill. There are two types of bills: Public Bills and Private Bills. Public bills are introduced by cabinet ministers and usually affect the entire province. These bills are part of the government’s legislative program. A private bill is normally introduced by the member whose riding the bill concerns. These bills usually affect a particular individual or corporation.

There is also a private members’ bill which also deals with issues of public concern. It is introduced by an MPP, from any party who is not in cabinet.

A bill goes through several stages before becoming law. The process starts with the sponsoring minister who presents a motion for the introduction and first reading of the bill and explains the bill’s objectives. MPPs then decide on whether to accept the bill for future debate. If the decision is yes, the bill is assigned a number, printed and scheduled for second reading.

Each member receives a copy of the bill. Second reading is usually scheduled for several days later to give MPPs time to study the proposed bill.

During second reading, MPPs discuss the principle of the bill and are allowed to speak only once during the debate. After the debate, the MPPs vote on whether to let the bill proceed to the next step which is usually the committee stage. In some cases, a bill may move directly to third reading.

Bills often go to a standing or select committee to be studied in detail. Each section of the bill is discussed and a vote is taken on each section. For more information on the committee process, please see the detailed section entitled Committees.

Depending on the bill, the committee stage may last anywhere from a few days to several months. After the bill has been thoroughly examined, the committee will report to the house. The bill may be moved to the Committee of the Whole House or directly into final debate. After a bill is given a third reading. the Speaker calls for a final vote to be taken. The bill then goes to the Lieutenant Governor for Royal Assent. The procedure is called Royal Assent because the Lieutenant Governor is agreeing to the bill on behalf of the Queen. Only after assent do most bills become an act, or statute, of the Legislature. In other words the bill now becomes law.

A law however does not always come into effect with Royal Assent. In some cases, the law specifies another date when it will come into effect. In others, it states that the effective date will be decided later by the Cabinet. When a date is chosen, it must be approved by the Lieutenant Governor and fixed by proclamation. There are some laws that are never proclaimed and occasionally, only part of a law is proclaimed. These unproclaimed laws or parts of laws never take effect.

Usually, bills follow this process in becoming law. Other times, opposition members may also delay the passing of a bill to oppose government programs. One common tactic is called a filibuster in which opposition members use long speeches and comments to delay the passage of a bill. One member once tied up the legislature for an entire month! Filibustering, however, is most effective when a bill must be passed before a specific date or during the last day of a session. This may, in some cases, block the passage of a bill.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

· new gov(t trying to pass new laws that support their ideas

· process has to occur in same parliament that it was started, may take a long time

· if bill does not pass before an election then it is dead

STAGES IN THE LIFE OF A BILL

1) IDEA

· cabinet member comes up with an idea for a bill, then presents it to a committee

· make recommendations/changes then the bill goes to the department of justice, they write bill

· bill is then approved by the cabinet

· during cabinet meetings all discussions are candid, but once it is set, all ministers have to support it-cabinet solidarity

2) FIRST READING IN THE HOUSE

· present the bill in house, and then print it

3) SECOND READING IN THE HO USE

· members of Parliament debate a bill, can take a long time

· controlling how long debate takes

CLOSURE

· majority gov’t wants the bill passed, minority want to be heard, but if this takes too long then they can move for a motion of closure

TIME ALL OCA TION

· ends debate, government negotiates agreement on how long each party can speak, if there is no agreement then the government can say how long

4)     VOTE ON SECOND READING

· vote to approve bill in principle, yes and it goes to parliamentary committee

· in committee MP’s study bills, gather info on bill and its effects

· gov(t makes sure they have members on committee

· suggest changes and report back to commons, where members vote on changes, if agreed on goes to 3rd reading

5)     THIRD READING

· more debating, more amendments, then final vote taken

· all MP(s from government vote in favor, opposition also votes in blocks

· MP who votes against party is punished

· sometimes government allows for (free vote(
6)     PASSING THE SENATE

· goes to Senate, discusses bill and make changes-usually support all bills

· may also delay bill so that session of parliament ends, and kill bills

7)     ROYAL ASSENT

· passes House of Commons & Senate, needs royal assent

· signed by GG, Chief of Justice of Supreme Court and then it’s a law

· never turned down a bill

OTHER WAYS A BILL BECOMES A LAW
· Senate can also initiates a bill, then goes through process

· back benchers can also introduce bill, this is known as private members bill they barely

BUDGET

· every year gov’t prepares bill explaining how it will collect taxes

· also tells you how they will spend $

· all things government does supported by people who voted for them

· effects jobs, quality of life, effects economy, inflation rate

ORAL QUESTIONS (QUESTION PERIOD)

· everyday an hour is set aside for opposition to ask questions of government

· usually dramatic speeches instead of questions

· first question goes to official opposition leader

· PM or cabinet member does not have to answer

· then supplementary question is asked, goes through all opposition parties

· most visible part of the day, it is important in the public eye

Resources easily used for Civics Unit on Law

Book Resources
1.  Parliament - People and Places: Guide to the Legislative Assembly 

- Government of Ontario

2.  Canadian Heritage Collection:  Citizenship and Government
-Primary Resource Document.  Rick Homan.  

 Rubicon Publishing.

3.  Civics: Participating in a Democratic Society(textbook)

- Senior Author - Alan Skeoch.  

  McGraw-Hill Ryerson.

4.  Canadian by Conviction(textbook)

- George Wrobel, Ruthanne Wrobel.  

  Gage Publishing.

Internet Websites
1.  www.canada.gc.ca
- Government of Canada website.

2.  www.canadianlawsite.com
- Site dealing with all sorts of Canada specific laws.

Find a law to amend or change or create.


That is presently a federal or provincial law.





Summarize the law you selected (your own words) and identify the who, what, when, why of the present law.





Plan to amend, change or create a new law.  After you have decided on the area, section or intent of the law.  





Language used must be correct and appropriately legal.  Study proper parliamentary style of language and presentation.





1st Reading


Hand in changes made based on the student-teacher interview.





Re-submit law to teacher for further discussion and interview.  Make all required changes.





2nd Reading (in pairs).


Share your law with a peer(partner) and explain your law or amendment to them.





3rd Reading out loud to class.


- Introduce the law or amendment to class


- Class to debate and decide.





Debate the Law


-Class Debate  - Teacher Chair


- debating skills are evaluated.





Vote on the Law


-Decide the result of the project in a debrief discussion











