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          Logic and Reasoning

~ The Philosophy Murder Mystery ~
– David John Fewson

Introduction:


Key to the study of philosophy – and logic in particular – is the ability to distinguish valid from invalid statements, and sound from unsound arguments. This exercise affords students and teachers an opportunity to formulate, evaluate, and defend logical assumptions. More than a mere “Who done it?” mystery, this activity tests the limits of reason and logic in a creative and engaging manner.

Curriculum Expectations:


The “philosophy murder mystery” helps students to meet the following overall and specific expectations outlined in the Ontario Ministry Curriculum document for Philosophy: Questions and Theories, Grade 12, University Preparation (HZT4U):

• 
identify the main questions in formal and informal logic, and in the philosophy of science;

• 
apply logical and critical thinking skills in practical contexts, and in detecting logical fallacies;

• 
demonstrate an understanding of the main questions in logic (e.g., What is a valid argument? What is a logical fallacy?); 

• 
correctly use the terminology of logic (e.g., logical consistency, contradiction, deduction, validity); 

• 
distinguish valid from invalid arguments, and sound from unsound arguments;

How the “Philosophy Murder Mystery” Works:


Each time I use the “philosophy murder mystery” with my students, I find new clues and new ideas emerge that radically change the scope and direction of the exercise. Sometimes the activity works better than others, but each time my students leave the class with a better understanding of the need to make and sustain an argument in a philosophy class. Here, I have listed a series of guidelines that I have found work best. This exercise is meant to be enjoyable and educational, but also somewhat foolish. Let the activity guide itself, the learning will follow.

• 
I like to begin by coming into class, and informing the students of the sad and shocking news that a murder has occurred. (Unless you have already won an Academy Award, it is highly unlikely your students will take you seriously.) Give each student the attached newspaper article.

•  
I then inform them of the less sad (and yet more shocking) news that the killer is still among us. 

•  
I then proceed to give each student their assigned character for the day (see attached). Students are informed that they cannot yet tell anyone in the room their new identity. Each character could potentially be the killer, and no student is to “tip their hand” yet.

•  
Students are then told that they will have the remainder of the class to interview as many students as possible so as to determine who is likely to be the killer. It is important to note here that the role of “killer” is assigned to no one. Students must use their skills in reasoning, deductive logic, and critical thinking to formulate an argument as to who is the most likely person to be the killer.

•  
Students may not conclude that they are, in fact, the killer. This would defeat the goal of the exercise: to develop the student’s ability to make and sustain an argument. Students may, however, conclude that more than one killer exists. 

•  
Near the end of the class, the teacher will stop the interviews and give out the attached assignment. This will be due the next class. (Be careful, however, about making things due the next class . . . you do, after all, have a killer in the room!)
Weather: fog, showers later, then more fog, D12


                 Sports: Manchester United Wins, B5
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Monday October 12, 1878
~ The  Times  of  London ~

~ Serving the citizens of Her Majesty’s Empire since 1835 ~
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson Found Dead!!!

~ British citizens cry out in horror! Philosophy students ready themselves for onerous tasks! ~
– by A. Conan Doyle, staff writer
The unthinkable has happened.

Late last evening the bodies of England’s esteemed Sherlock Holmes and his sidekick Dr. Watson were found dead.

The pair were found near London’s lower east-side by Eileen Bottomchild, an elderly local resident who was taking her dog for the evening walk.

“I just saw them there, you know, lookin’ so peaceful like. T’is a shame it is! Oh, those lads sure were London’s eyes and ears they were, that’s right!” announced a despondent Bottomchild.

As word of the famous duo’s demise spread throughout London, so too did the grief.

“I can’t bleedin’ well blimey right there ya Scrcooger! Script ye up oh saw ya doggins, right proper!” replied one Londoner, possibly reflecting on the deaths of Holmes and Watson. Frankly, it is difficult to tell.

____________________________
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Police inspect the area where the bodies of Holmes and Watson were found. 

“We’re at a complete loss to explain it all.”

– Police Commissioner Sir Phillip Edmund Shropshire-Lloyd.
While the facts surrounding the murders are not yet completely known, the following information has been made available by Police Commissioner Sir Phillip Edmund Shropshire-Lloyd:

• both men were stabbed

• no fingerprints were to be found on the knife, but the blade did have the initials “H.W.” carved in the handle

• the time of death was between 11:45pm and 2:00am

• footprints were detected leaving the crime scene. They were of a size 11 (male) shoe

• the left foot imprint of the footprints appears slightly deeper than the right imprint

• each man was stabbed on their left side, suggesting the assailant used his or her right hand

• a peacock feather, belonging to neither Holmes nor Watson, was found at the scene
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Commissioner Shropshire-Lloyd assured the nervous public that the killer or killers would be found and brought to justice. “These good mates,” announced Shropshire-Lloyd, “is no longer with us, but we all gots to do our bit to see that their killer[s] are caught.”

He then suggested that, now with London’s 
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Above: Londoners       greatest 
react to the news.        detectives

deceased, the task of catching the killers would have to fall to other learned peoples.

“Maybe some philosophers or something could catch em! I don’t know, they seem   Above: Holmes,  to me to be a         seen here in        smart bunch.”        happier times.     
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Above: Some British philosophers suggest the use of logic to try and catch the elusive killers.                 
It remains, therefore, the task of some learned philosophy students to catch the killer (or killers) of Holmes and Watson. 

Do any young philosopher have it within them to catch this killer? Could the killer be standing next to them at this very moment?                
Other News:

• Queen responds typically to the           recent tragedy: “Hmmm, pity.”...C7

• Why is it always so foggy?.........D9

• New ‘Horseless Carriage’ a risk to       ‘Horseless Children’...................B1

• Unions call for 13 hr. work day...E4

• Philosophy students awe at                 amazing new assignment..........C3




Name: 
Dr. Von-Hugson Darth Ubberman

Age: 

65

Personality:
Dr. Von-Hugson Darth Ubberman is a quiet doctor from Germany. He specializes in the treatment of skin disorders. Sometimes the chemicals that he uses cause him to become dizzy and limp. He is a skilled surgeon and has very steady hands. The office he works in was once owned by a very popular family doctor, who was named Harvey Watertson. He holds a grudge against detectives and authority figures because his family farm was taken by the government when he was a child. 

Alibi: 
He was working late the night of the crime. His office is several blocks away from where the murder occurred. He was alone at the time of the murder.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Heather Donnelly

Age: 

32

Personality:
Heather is a performer in a local theater. She loves the theater because it affords her an escape from the violence of her home life. Things have become so bad at home that she has left her husband (Nigel Happerstone) and decided to try and make a career in the theater. At the time of the murder she in your dressing room. She was heard having a loud conversation with two male visitors. The theater is one block from the scene of the murders. She is left handed, but she is a skilled actress and has taken roles that insist she perform with her right hand.

Alibi: 
She claims that she was in her dressing room at the time of the murders, and that the two male visitors were admirers from the audience. Unfortunately she cannot remember either of their names. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Sir Winston Hardford the Second of Canterbury

Age: 

52

Personality:
Sir Winston is among London’s elite. He has little interest in explaining yourself, especially to nosy detectives. He was once a skilled swordsman, but no longer. He injured his left hand fighting for the Queen in India.

Alibi: 
He was walking with some gentlemen from the London Knife Association.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Happy Pete

Age: 

91

Personality:
Happy Pete, as he is known, is a drunk. He often tries to get London’s elite to buy him drinks. Holmes and Watson have refused him on several occasions. He has a tendency to become violent when refused a drink (or refused by others when asked to buy him a drink). His favourite pub is “The Honourable Wart”.

Alibi: 
He was intoxicated at the time and has no memory of the events. He has, however, been limping since the night of the murders. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
William Harbardonson

Age: 

22

Personality:
William (“Bill” to his friends) is the son of a wealthy shipping magnate. He is rich beyond his wildest dreams. Unfortunately, the money his father made is not enough for him, and he has been engaging in illegal shipping activities. Holmes and Watson were investigating Harbardonson at the time of the murder. William is not a violent man by nature, but does not want to lose his money.

Alibi: 
William was meeting with mysterious “business associates” on the night of the murder. He will reveal nothing else about these people.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Alison Jennings

Age: 

33

Personality:
The fourth of five daughters, Alison never married. She has had a long attraction to Watson, but he has failed to reciprocate her affection. In her basement she has built a small shrine to Watson, that includes a wooden carving of Watson with the inscription “Happy Winters” (a reference to a book once given to her by Watson).

Alibi: 
Alison claims that she was alone reading “Happy Winters” during the time of the murder.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
“Scrappy” Kyle

Age: 

12

Personality:
“Scrappy” is a street orphan who lives by stealing from London’s well-to-do and selling their goods. He has been convicted twice for robbery, and was recently caught once again by Holmes and Watson. When “Scrappy” was being apprehended he was robbing “The General Supply Shop of Harold and Winston” located in London’s lower-east side. “Scrappy” is prone to fits of anger but, even when he was being arrested by Holmes and Watson, he appeared to be more in awe of the duo than he was angered. 

Alibi: 
At the time of the murders, “Scrappy” claims he was engaged in business dealings with a local merchant named Barnaby Jones.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Barnaby Jones

Age: 

45

Personality:
Barnaby is a local merchant who deals with trinkets. He has been suspected of selling stolen goods. Holmes and Watson were in his shop three days prior to the murder and he was questioned about his business activities. He denied any wrongdoings. 

Alibi: 
At the time of the murders, Barnaby claims he was with “Scrappy” Kyle, with whom he was conducting business. Later he met with his brother, Indiana.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Helen Waterstoneshire

Age: 

55

Personality:
Helen was a brilliant student. However, the sexism of the era prevented her from perusing her life long dream of becoming a private detective. She is intensely jealous of Holmes and Watson, and believes that, somehow, their success has kept her from her dreams. She was once arrested for throwing a stone through the office window of Sherlock Holmes. The stone had a message painted on it: “H. Waterstone is a good detective, too!”

Alibi: 
Helen claims that she was studying books on criminality and metalworking at the time of the murder.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Sylvester Snyde

Age: 

41

Personality:
Sylvester is a wanted criminal. He has been involved in numerous schemes and cons for years. He is very intelligent. He has been rumoured to have paid-off police officers in the past to avoid prison, and he is skilled at making others look guilty for crimes he committed. 

Alibi: 
Sylvester claims that he was helping to build an orphanage at the time of the murders, which is strange because they occurred so late at night.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Henry Rockfordson 

Age: 

66

Personality:
Henry is an exceptionally quite gun collector. He has a passion for firearms, and his enthusiasm has landed him in trouble on several occasions. He was once convicted for purchasing stolen guns (from Barnaby Jones). He is small and believes that guns make him powerful. He dislikes Holmes and Watson because he associates them with authority figures who intimidate him.

Alibi: 
Henry claims he was sleeping, but freely admits he is glad that Holmes and Watson will not be “snooping” around London anymore.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Morty Happerspoke

Age: 

38

Personality:
Morty has hated Watson and Holmes for years. He blames them for capturing his brother Derek years ago. Derek, who was hanged for murder after being caught by Holmes and Watson, vowed revenge at the time of his death. Morty was present at his brother’s execution and was heard to say that one day he would ensure that Holmes and Watson get what they deserve.

Alibi: 
Morty had purchased a ticket to see the play “Philosophy Follies” and claims that he was in the theater at the time of the murders. Several people have stated that they saw him during the first half of the play, but few recall seeing him after the intermission. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Kelly Dunn

Age: 

28

Personality:
Also know as the “Irritant from Ireland” Kelly has been causing local police a great deal of trouble for years. She is not malicious, per se, but she does believe that practical jokes are sent to her from a higher power that needs to be amused. She once kidnapped the mayor’s son and ransomed back a very realistic doll, at a great cost to the city.

Alibi: 
Kelly claims to have been meditating at the time of the murders. She also appears to know more than she is willing to admit.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Clause Freedersnitz

Age: 

22

Personality:
Clause is a travelling sales person who deals in expensive knives and swords. Prior to the murders, he had just finished business with a wealthy British doctor named Harry Winters.

Alibi: 
Clause claims he was in a pub eating a sausage during the time of the murder.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Jim “the Yankee” Calberbone

Age: 

25

Personality:
Jim “the Yankee” is an American visiting the United Kingdom. Professionally, Jim is a dealer in rare antiques. He hoped to come to London and integrate himself into the antiques community. He brought numerous antiques with him from America, including a sword once owned by President Woodrow Wilson and an antique knife once owned by Halport Wootonshire, under-secretary to President Abraham Lincoln. He has, however, reported the knife stolen.

Alibi: 
At the time of the murders, Jim claims he was having a drink with Sylvester Snyde, at a pub located near the newly constructed orphanage. Another person was at this meeting, but Jim did not know his name.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Scott “the brain” Appleton

Age: 

34

Personality:
Scott is a Doctor of Pharmacology from Queen’s University. He is widely considered a dangerous man because of his intimate knowledge of chemicals and potions that can make a person look as though they died of one cause when in fact they died of another. Scott also has an intense fear of clowns. 

Alibi: 
Scott claims that he was having a drink with an unknown American and Sylvester Snyde at the time of the murders. He recalls that he also saw Helen Waterstoneshire walking by the pub while he was having a drink. It appeared as though she was reading a book as she walked. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
William “Klobber” Kovacs

Age: 

25

Personality:
William (“Klobber” to his friends) was on his way to becoming the best professional boxer in Europe. That was, until Holmes and Watson came along. Holmes and Watson found out that “Klobber” was working on the side as a hired hit man for the notorious London gangster Marvin Hipps. Hipps apparently paid “Klobber” to keep the competition from entering the London underground. Hipps died three years ago in mysterious circumstances and “Klobber” spend two years in prison for public intimidation and mischief.

Alibi: 
“Klobber” has no memory of the evening that the murders occurred. He has been hit many times on the head over his career. He is unable to explain the six inch scar along his cheek, but claims it has been there for weeks.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Carolyn Jipperspeak

Age: 

45

Personality:
Carolyn works at an exotic pet store in downtown London. She is mild mannered and is shy around the customers. She prefers to close the shop early and retire with a good book. Last year she was frustrated when Holmes and Watson wanted to ask her questions about another murder.

Alibi: 
Carolyn is unsure of the exact time of the murders, but she believes that she sold an exotic bird to a strange man with a massive scar on his face at about the time of the murders.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Walter Higgonbottom

Age: 

57

Personality:
Walter hates detectives. Walter has always hated detectives since they forced him to retire from the police force. He was always an honest cop, until that day he took a bribe. He is an expert with a sword, a knife, and a gun.

Alibi: 
Walter claims that he was at a friend’s house (Liptshire Von Crakendore) at the time of the murders. Liptshire and his family have corroborated this claim. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Liptshire Von Crakendore

Age: 

33

Personality:
Liptshire is a compulsive liar. Although he comes from an honest family, Liptshire has never been able to tell the truth. He has claimed that he is a doctor and even a detective. Once, he pretended that he was both Holmes and Watson. When the detectives realized what he was up to they were very angry with Liptshire.

Alibi: 
Liptshire claims he was sailing to India at the time of the murders. He asserts that he was alone, except for the lovely Baroness of Bulgaria who accompanied him. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Peter Mansbridge

Age: 

57

Personality:
Peter is a struggling Canadian journalist. He has been trying, with limited success, to make a name for himself in Canada for years. Recently he had become so disenchanted with Canada and the Canadian press that he decided to go to England and start making news instead of merely reporting the news. He was last seen in Canada wearing a large hat topped with peacock feathers, crying “Soon they’ll all be watching me! Ha! Ha! Ha! Me, Peter Mansbridge! One day my name will strike fear into the hearts of all Canadians!”

Alibi: 
Peter claims that he was at the London Royal Knife Club at the time of the murders, with his new best-friend, Homer Whipershoneshire.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Paul Cartan

Age: 

67

Personality:
Paul was a teacher with the London District School Board for forty years. He is an honourable and upstanding member of the community. He has never been charged with a crime and has never been in trouble with the law. He has never met Holmes or Watson, and he was saddened to hear that two proud detectives were dead. He possesses a knife with the initials “H.W.” as well as three peacock hats. He is left-handed. 

Alibi: 
Paul was reading a history book at the time of the murders. He was alone.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Linda DeChampe

Age: 

44

Personality:
Linda is a homeless person who wanders the streets of London. 

Alibi: 
She claims that she was “just down the street” from the murders as they occurred and that she heard an American voice near the dead bodies.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Jeb Bartlet

Age: 

56

Personality:
Jeb Bartlet, formerly President Jeb Bartlet, is an American citizen. For the past eight years, Jeb served as President of the United States. He was elected with a sound majority. He is generally left-leaning, and has won the Nobel Prize in Economics. He has never heard of either Holmes or “what’s his name” as he told the London police.

Alibi: 
President Bartlet was giving a speech to the London Society for the Preservation of the West Wing at the time of the murders. The London Society for the Preservation of the West Wing (L.S.P.W.W.) is located across the street from where the murders took place. He did see a struggle taking place, but was unable to do anything at the time. After his speech he ran outside to see if everyone was alright. At the crime scene, he may have dropped his “peacock pen”, given to him by Lord Abderstone.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Morgan Hellbound

Age: 

49

Personality:
Morgan is a former soldier for the British Secret Service. He recently retired because Holmes and Watson found out that had lied to the Queen about his exploits abroad. He is a man who was trained to value honour above all and is now disgraced. He feels worse now than when he had his right arm bitten off by a tiger while on safari in Africa.

Alibi: 
Morgan claims that he as dining alone, as he always does, at the time of the murders. 

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Helga Winkerback

Age: 

31

Personality:
Helga is a world traveller. She was born in Prussia but has spent the better part of her adult life “on the road”. She believes that every person should make the most of every moment. She only met Holmes and Watson once prior to their deaths, when they arrested her for trespassing at the steps of Buckingham Palace.

Alibi: 
Helga refuses to discuss where she was at the time of the murders. Several eye-witnesses have placed her at the steps of Buckingham Palace.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Taylor “the toad” Pearcy

Age: 

77

Personality:
Taylor is an adventurer. He craves excitement and lives for the moment. He loves to test the limits of the law, on occasion to the point of putting authority figures at risk. He recently purchased a gun from Henry Rockfordson, but it did not work as well as he wanted. It is well known throughout London that Taylor was unhappy with this purchase and wanted to trade in the gun for a knife. “Any knife will do, ha, ha, ha!” one witness heard Taylor cry. Taylor has size eleven shoes.

Alibi: 
Talyor claims he was trying to scale the fence into Buckingham Palace at the time. When asked if he saw Helga Winkerback at the palace he replied that he did not see her. Then he said that he did, and then he said he did not see her.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Logan (a.k.a. “Patch”)

Age: 

Unknown

Personality:
Logan is as unsure of his past as he is of the future. He may be Canadian, but even he doesn’t know. He’s been travelling for a while trying to find out his real identity. One thing is does know for sure is that he doesn’t like nosy detectives snooping around his personal life, just like Holmes and Watson were doing. He never carries a weapon and claims he doesn’t need one. He is often heard to remark, “I’m the best there is at what I do... and what I do best isn’t very nice.”

Alibi: 
Logan says that it is none of your darn business what he was doing!

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Jean-Luc Picard

Age: 

62

Personality:
Jean-Luc is a sea Captain from France. He has served in the French Navy for most of his life and is happy to go boldly where no sailor has gone before. Jean-Luc is angered that Holmes and Watson are dead. He feels a great shame that they were stabbed (he was once stabbed through the heart), mostly because he wanted to kill them first. 

Alibi: 
He was looking for Holmes and Watson to kill them at the time they were murdered.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Homer Whipershoneshire

Age: 

39

Personality:
Homer is a somewhat dim-witted safety inspector for the British Naval Fleet. He is in charge of making monthly reports to the Royal Constabulatory for British Naval Underwriting and Exchequer to the Fleet. His boss (Mr. Burns) often pays Homer “under the table” to overlook problems. Holmes and Watson have investigated Homer and were about to lock him and Mr. Burns up for a long time.

Alibi: 
Homer claims that he was having dinner with Mr. Burns at the time of the murders.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Tim “Never Tired” Horton

Age: 

42

Personality:
Tim is a coffee magnate. He owns hundreds of coffee shops throughout British North America. As a young man, Tim often dreamed of playing hockey, but incredible amounts of caffein stunted Tim’s growth. He is as bitter as a cup of dark almond roast blend that he was never able to play professional sports. Sadly, Tim’s stunted growth is somewhat uneven, and he has to wear a corrective orthopaedic lead-bottomed shoe on his left foot. 

Alibi: 
Tim claims that he was enjoying a quiet cup of coffee during the time of the murders. While visiting London, Tim prefers to drink his coffee at one of the city’s most famous coffee houses, “The Monty Haunty”. He claims he was alone, save for the sweet smell of his hot cup of coffee. Hmmmmmm!
________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
The Right Honourable Julius Calvin Peterson the Third

Age: 

27

Personality:
Born into wealth and prestige, Julius naturally gravitated toward politics. After largely “inheriting” his father’s riding in London’s lower east-side, Julius vowed to make London’s local Constabulatory more accountable. He dislikes Holmes and Watson because they often refused to follow proper procedures, even though they were often very effective in getting results. Once, Julius was heard to say to Morty Happerspoke that if “Holmes and his lap-dog were out of the picture, I could get me a portfolio and maybe even some real political power.” Julius was intoxicated at the time he made these comments.

Alibi: 
Julius claims he was listening to President Jeb Bartlet deliver a speech to the London Society for the Preservation of the West Wing at the time of the murders. Strangely, he can recall no details of the speech.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Tony Danza

Age: 

48

Personality:
Tony is a butler for the wealthy heiress, and London socialite, Angela Bower. Each week, Tony seems to find himself in a delightful misunderstanding that, ultimately, is resolved in a timely – and barely comedic – manner. Tony has had no legal troubles his entire life, but was once publically embarrassed when Watson and Holmes returned his wayward daughter, Samantha, after she exhibited behaviour most unacceptable in public.

Alibi: 
Tony claims that he was in his study at Bower Manor, composing an anthology of verse titled, “Ah, oh, oh, ah. To whom might be the boss, I dare ponder this fog-filled evening?” during the time of the murders. No one has been able to verify this claim.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Henrich Tobias-Schaefer Wagner

Age: 

83

Personality:
Henrich is a retired officer of the Prussian army. Having retired many years ago, Henrich longs for the days when he commanded thousands of men. He fondly remembers marching into battle, with his short sword at his side. As he journeys throughout the “golden years” of his life, Henrich has become resentful of those who appear to have the ability to command others. He has been particularly critical of officers of the law, and detectives in particular.

Alibi: 
Henrich claims he was participating in a parade at the time of the murders. This claim appears somewhat strange, given the fact that the murders occurred so late at night. Henrich has been unable to find his sword since the night of the murders. This is not uncommon, as Henrich has recently been misplacing many items.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Moya Habbermann

Age: 

57

Personality:
Moya is “street wise”. She has lived in London for nearly twenty years, ever since she retired from the Paris Circus, where she spent her youth. Known for her tight-rope walking, knife throwing, and juggling, Moya has entertained Londoners (and visitors to London) for decades. The only time she stopped her street performance was when she was briefly detained by Watson and Holmes. The detectives initially saw her as the key suspect in the murder of a tavern owner, but dropped the case due to a lack of evidence. 

Alibi: 
Moya claims she was practising a new trick to entertain pedestrians, in the hope that they may give some change to her. The trick involves making a peacock disappear, and then re-appear on the other side of the street. Moya has not yet perfected this trick, and has embarrassed herself several times while attempting to impress others.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Professor Marcus Alexander Highland

Age: 

61

Personality:
Professor Highland acquired his doctorate in Chemistry at Imperial College in London. He is skilled with chemicals, and is able to conjure potions that can make people dizzy, intoxicated, or even suffer from memory loss. He often tests his potions on rats, mice, and exotic birds. Professor Highland is often frustrated by his work, because his left hand was severely maimed in a failed experiment several years ago.

Alibi: 
Professor Highland claims he was working in his laboratory during the time of the murder. He was alone, save for the rats, mice, and exotic birds.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Conrad Black

Age: 

68

Personality:
A newspaper magnate in British North America, Conrad was knighted several years ago, but the title was refused by the Governor General of Upper Canada. Conrad decided to move the London and accept his knighthood. He believes that he would have been able to live in British North American and have his title, had not Holmes and Watson informed the Governor General of an obscure law preventing residents of the colonies from receiving that particular title. 

Alibi: 
Conrad was at his London estate, admiring a bronze statue of himself he recently had commissioned. The artist that created the statue was named Hannibal Waddington.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Hannibal Waddington

Age: 

37

Personality:
Hannibal is an eccentric artist. Skilled at painting and sculpting, Hannibal has made an exceptional living catering to the artistic whims and aesthetic needs of London’s elite. He is willing to work for anyone – if the price is right – but is very insistent that he be permitted to use his own tools. Regardless of the project, he must have his own tools.

Alibi: 
Hannibal claims he was working on a new sculpture called “The True Face of Justice” at the time of the murders. He claims to have been alone, but his neighbours claims they heard several voices in addition to Hannibal’s coming from his London loft.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

Age: 

33

Personality:
Philosopher and master of classical literature, Nietzsche is one of the most misunderstood philosophers of the modern era. He believes that people need to learn to celebrate the irrational just as they praise the rational. Some fear that Nietzsche will one day suffer a mental collapse. Still, he steadfastly believes that all people must question all doctrines. 

Alibi: 
Nietzsche was celebrating his birthday – a bit early, admittedly – during the time of the murders. He has admitted that he did see the bodies of Holmes and Watson after they were murdered, but has claimed that he only remarked, “I have come too soon. You are not ready for me yet.” and then left the scene of the crime.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Professor Indiana Jones

Age: 

39

Personality:
Professor Jones is an American archeologist. He is determined that artifacts be returned to their rightful owners, or placed in a museum. He was visiting London because he was searching for the lost dagger of Hunkkra Wauzzomma. Jones believes the dagger – which originated in Egypt – may have entered London through the shady business dealings of Sylvester Snyde. Indiana Jones has done much research into the dagger of Hunkkra Wauzzomma, and believes this dagger is very heavy, and that it has no markings.

Alibi: 
Indiana Jones claims that he was trapped in a giant pit filled with snakes and zombies at the time of the murders. When asked to verify this somewhat strange alibi, Jones will only reply, “Trust me.”

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Martin Wallage

Age: 

55

Personality:
Martin is a photographer for The Times of London. He loves his work, and often boasts to his friends that he has been able to get more crime photos than any other London photographer. Holmes and Watson recently became concerned at the speed by which Martin was able to photograph various crime scenes, and than have them ready for the newspaper. Once, Watson even suggested to Martin that he must have some sort of a connection with the criminals themselves in order to get as many photos as he does. Martin dismissed the comment, but he is a known associate of Sylvester Snyde.

Alibi: 
Martin claims he was working alone in his studio at the time of the murders. When asked to produce the photos he was developing, he claimed they were ruined by being exposed to the light too quickly. This is uncommon for Martin, given the meticulous care he often takes with his work.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Karen Wintergreen-Havenshire

Age: 

32

Personality:
Karen recently lost her only son during a cricket accident. Apparently her son died of starvation because the cricket game lasted three weeks. Karen initially blamed herself for the tragedy, but was assured by Holmes and Watson that she was not at fault. 

Alibi: 
Karen claims that she was writing a letter to Hannibal Waddington, the artist, with the intent of commissioning him to create a portrait of her late son.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Zoltan Kitteran Fang

Age: 

44

Personality:
Zoltan is a career felon. He was once arrested for armed robbery, and has been the suspect in a dozen other crimes. He is never violent, but has spend enough time in prison that he will do whatever is necessary to ensure his continued freedom.

Alibi: 
Zoltan was at the London Society for the Preservation of the West Wing at the time of the murders listening to a speech. He was hoping to steal something of value from President Jeb Bartlet. Many people saw Zoltan at the speech, and many were surprised that this known criminal would be permitted to enter this fine establishment.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
C. Montgomery Burns

Age: 

104

Personality:
Mr. Burns is the Director of the Royal Constabulatory for British Naval Underwriting and Exchequer to the Fleet. Liked by few of the people under his command, Mr. Burns will pay almost as much to have people like him as he does to make problems disappear. He is known to pay Homer Whipershoneshire to ‘deal with’ occurrences and individuals that bother him. Mr. Burns had recently learned that Watson and Holmes were once again investigating him.

Alibi: 
Mr. Burns claims he was having dinner with Homer Whipershoneshire at the time of the murders. He claims both men were dining in a pub known as “The Honourable Wart”.

________________________________________________________________________

Name: 
Sean Lundy

Age: 

30

Personality:
Sean Lundy loves trains. All of his life, Sean has wanted to be near trains or reading about trains. When he turned seventeen, he and his younger brother Michael became gainfully employed at the Henry Lloyd Wexfordson Railway Company. He performs several maintenance jobs aboard trains, and often travels throughout England.

Alibi: 
Sean claims he was sleeping in a freight car during the time of the murders. Here he found some rest on a feather-filled mattress.

________________________________________________________________________

Philosophy 
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~ Philosophy Murder Mystery Assignment ~


Now that you have finished the investigation, you will need to determine who is the most likely person – or persons – to have killed Watson and Holmes. Consider the evidence you have acquired throughout this class when making your decision. You may be called upon to defend your selection.

__________________________

Your Task:

Students will write a two (2) page report in which they will make and sustain an argument as to who the most likely person is to have killed Watson and Holmes. Students are advised to consider the following points when writing their report:

 
Your report must present a thesis. Your thesis will be a declarative statement that identifies who committed the murders, and the way in which they accomplished this terrible deed.

 
You must explain why you – well, your character – is not guilty of having committed this diabolical crime. While the majority of your report will be devoted toward proving someone (or several people) guilty, you will need to consider a possible defence for your character should that person be accused by others.

 
Each paragraph of your report will contain one key idea, and each paragraph will work toward proving your thesis or your own innocence. Your report must present a well-organized introduction, body, and conclusion. Avoid extraneous and unnecessary information. 

 
Your report must be written in complete sentences and must be free of grammatical errors.

 
Students are advised to refer to their philosophy textbooks and previous lessons when completing this assignment. Consideration will be given to those students who are able to incorporate previous learning and textbook information about logic into their report.

Assessment 
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Mark: ______

Evaluation Rubric: Philosophy Murder Mystery Assignment
	
	Insufficient 
	Level One
	Level Two
	Level Three
	Level Four

	Thesis
	‑ thesis is missing or insufficient

‑ has failed to make an argument
	– thesis is unclear

‑ direction of the report is unclear

‑ the thesis does not support this topic
	‑ an adequate thesis that shows some awareness of the role of an argument

in philosophy

‑ approaching expectations 
	‑ thesis presents a clear, valid idea to be proven

‑ the thesis meets the expectations for this grade level
	‑ thesis presents an original and thought‑ provoking idea to be proven



	Introduction / Conclusion
	‑ unclear or lacks an introduction / conclusion

‑ ideas do not flow

‑ does not give an indication of purpose
	- introduction / conclusion is unclear, and does not illustrate the direction of the report


	‑ introduction / conclusion is adequate

‑ the direction of the paper is somewhat evident


	‑ a good indication of the relationship between the thesis and the supporting evidence

‑ the direction of the paper is clear

- strong introduction and conclusion
	 an exceptional relationship between the thesis and the supporting evidence

‑ the direction of the paper is well thought out

	Body / Content
	‑ the report is not organized

‑ has made no effort to determine a murderer


	‑ the report's organization is not logical, but some ideas are evident

‑ the murderer  remains unclear

‑ lacks adequate length and depth to content
	‑ is approaching the expected standard for an report on this topic

‑ neglects to mention key ideas, but identifies a potential assailant

‑ has not fully explained ideas
	‑ has met the standard for an report on this topic

‑ clearly demonstrates the key ideas of their topic, and effectively argues for a potential assailant


	‑has exceeded standards with this report 

‑ clear organization and explanation of evidence material

‑ the report skillfully explores the key ideas 

‑ the student fully makes and sustains an argument as to who the killer may be

	Grammar and Spelling / Paragraph and Sentence Structure
	‑ incorrect grammar

‑ no apparent effort at editing or revisions

‑ improper paragraph and sentence structure
	– several errors in  spelling, grammar and punctuation etc. 

‑ a minimal effort in editing

‑ paragraphs lack unity

‑ sentence structure errors
	‑ demonstrates some errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

‑ some effort was given to editing and to revisions

‑ adequate paragraph / sentence structure
	‑ occasional spelling and grammar errors 

‑ meets the expected standard for paragraph, and sentence structure


	‑ writing is exceptionally clear and free of spelling and grammar errors

‑ much effort in preparation and editing

‑ exceptional paragraph and sentence quality

	Learning Beyond the Exercise
	- the student has made no effort to connect this assignment to other themes / ideas in logic 
	- the student has made some effort to demonstrate additional learning
	- the student is approaching expectations for additional learning and applied knowledge
	- the student has met the standard for applied learning for this task, and is able to effectively draw from previous discussions and textbook material
	- an exceptional effort to go beyond the exercise and illustrate applied learning in philosophy that shows a keen awareness of the textbook and classroom discussions


Comments: 
