The Greek Question

Understanding Classical Greece
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When we study the history of the world up to 1600 as we do in this course, we see that the building blocks that make up a culture can fit together in very different ways. Over the next month every student, individually and as a specialist member of a team, will work to put the pieces of Classical Greek civilization together for themselves. By putting this mental jigsaw puzzle together, (A) students will create their own multi-faceted picture of this civilization, why it developed as it did, its achievements, its problems, and its influence on history and our civilization today. And since we actually have writings from the Greeks, as well as many artifacts, we will be asking how the Greeks can speak to us. (B) What can we learn from Classical Greece that will help us  as a society, but also in our own day to day lives?

The Big Question

European and "Western" civlization have idolized Classical Greece for hundreds of years. As the eighteenth century German philosopher Johann Herder said, 

"In the history of mankind, Greece will eternally remain the place where mankind experienced its fairest youth and bridal beauty...noble youth with fair anointed limbs, favourite of all the graces, beloved of all the muses...spirit and body together, one single flower in bloom."(1)

Edgar Allan Poe referred to "the glory that was Greece" in a poem. But of course such perfection never existed. There were a number of aspects of Greek civilization which Europeans ignored for a long time in order to maintain an ideal of Greece which suited them. By the twentieth century, English poet Louis MacNeice expresses a strong disillusionment with Greece when he writes:

"When I should remember the paragons of Hellas

I think instead

Of the crooks, the adventurers, the opportunists,

The careless athletes and the fancy boys,

The hairsplitters, the pedants, the hard-boiled skeptics,

And the Agora and the noise

Of the demagogues and the quacks...

I think of the slaves."(2)

Using the knowledge we gain about Classical Greece, we will end the project with a symposion (a Greek drinking and discussion party, minus alcohol and plus women) to answer The Question: 

(C)Was Classical Greece glorious and should we study it?

This is primarily a project of research and collaboration. In addition to gaining an overall understanding of Classical Greece, you will have the opportunity to do in-depth research and come to really understand one or more aspects which interest you. The project consists of a variety of activities, which are outlined on other handouts.

Note: We will refer to the period of 480 – 323 BCE as Classical Greece. For some subjects, it may make sense to go outside that period, but consult with Marjorie. For daily life and social history we will mostly be concerned with Athens in this period.

(1) J. Herder quoted in Freeman, Charles.The Greek Achievement. New York: Viking, 1999. p.6.

(2) L. MacNeice, Autumn Journal. quoted in Ibid. p. 14. 
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 Creating a Basic Mind Map

Topic: Create a mind map that expresses what your group sees as the essential elements of Classical Greek civilization, and show how they all fit together.

Materials: You may use a whole or half sheet of flip chart for your mind map. Use coloured pencils or markers, and add drawings, clippings or clip art for greater impact and meaning. Use a whole or half sheet of flip chart paper, so it is large enough to be seen from some distance.

The Steps:

1. Your topic is Classical Greece, and this should be at the centre of your mind map.Think of a visual that captures the essence of that topic and place that visual in the centre of the paper using colours that will assist you to remember that idea. It is a good idea to do a rough draft to make planning easier.

2. Brainstorm for the major, key elements or ideas related to that topic. On a separate piece of paper, record all the ideas that come from everyone in the group. Now you can simply pick out the most important ideas that will branch out first or you can group those ideas into common categories.

3. Give each of those categories a label, and they become the first key ideas. Draw, or think of a possible picture or symbol that represents each of the key ideas you brainstormed. Then position those visuals that make sense to you around the outside of the visual you placed in the centre of the map. Put in the key word and then connect the key words to the centre topic with a line or bubbles. 

4. Flow with ideas radiating out from each of those key ideas; again, think of visuals that capture the essence of that idea and place them in a way that makes sense to you. Then, place the word by the visual. Again, connect with lines. Continue until you have exhausted the topic, the space, the time, or your patience. 

Evaluation will be based on:

· A clear central image which stands out and grasps topic

· Ideas clearly connect to central topic, and shift from the most complex in the centre to the least complex at the outside

· Dynamic use of images and keywords

· Shows a solid grasp of the content, with extensions of key ideas showing deep understanding; viewer gains insight into Classical Greece

Note: The mind map will form the introduction to your team’s presentation at the symposion, and should connect to how you will answer the questions.

Adapted from: Beyond Monet by Barrie Bennett & Carol Rolheiser (2001) Bookation, Inc., Toronto



Used with permission
The Greek Question: Mind map evaluation
	CRITERIA PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

	(Observable descriptors indicating extent to which a criterion is met.)

	
	Level l
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Central

Image
	Not clear;   difficult to

separate from other

information


	Present; not eye

catching or

memorable


	Clear; use of picture or

image that relates to

key idea

       
	Stands out;

meaningfully grasps

the key idea through

metaphor or humour



	Ideas

radiate out

from central

image and

from most

to least

complex
	Little to no indication

that ideas are

connected to and

radiating out from

centre, from most to

least complex

     0            1
	Ideas radiate out from

centre, some

confusion as you

follow ideas moving

from most to least

complex

       2             2.5


	Ideas clearly connect

to central image and

ideas, and for the most

part move from most

to least complex

       3            3.5


	Ideas clearly connect

to central image and

ideas consistently and

accurately shift from

most to least complex

      4       4.5        5



	Ideas have

key images

or key

words
	Little to no evidence of

key images. May have

a few keywords or

vice-versa

     0            1
	Images and keywords

are evident, but either

too few or imprecise

      2             2.5
	Images and key words

clearly show an

understanding of the

content, although not

that memorable

       3            3.5
	Dynamic use of

images & keywords, clearly connected to central image. Use of metaphor, humour, cut-outs from magazines, clipart, etc.

      4       4.5        5

	Colour or

codes or

links used

to illustrate

connections

between

ideas
	Little to no use of

colour, codes, or links

to illustrate

connections between

ideas

     0            1
	Obvious attempt is

made to use colour,

codes or links to

enhance clarity and

memory. Still a bit

confusing.

       2             2.5
	Clearly uses colour,

codes, or links to

clarify connections and

to assist with memory

for most aspects of

Mind Map

       3            3.5
	Effectively uses colour,

codes, or links to

meaningfully clarify

connections for all

aspects of Mind Map

      4       4.5        5

	Depth of

coverage
	Insufficient coverage of

content covered

     0      2       3
	Shows a basic level of

coverage of key ideas

but little extension of

ideas

       4            5
	Shows a solid grasp of

most of the content

and shows extensions

of most key ideas

       6            7
	Shows solid grasp of all content . Extensions of key ideas show deep understanding of

content

      8       9        10




Adapted from Beyond Monet, Bennet & Rolheiser. (2001) Bookation, Inc., Toronto – Used with permission
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The Symposion
We have all been learning about Classical Greece for more than a month now. We will close our study of Greece with the different teams’ responses to our goals and questions:  (to recap)


(A) a mind map that expresses what your group sees as the essential elements of Classical Greek civilization, and show how they all fit together.


(B) What can we learn from Classical Greece that will help us  as a society, but also in our own day to day lives? 

(C)Was Classical Greece glorious and should we study it? Why?

The procedure for team presentations at the symposion:

1) Show your mind map, and very briefly point out main features. 

2) Tell the class your answer to the question/s, with some supporting reasons.

3) Do an authentic presentation (around 10 minutes long) to support your arguments. Presentations should focus on a few specific areas, shown in-depth. The main ideas of the presentation are: support your opinion; have the class experience, rather than just hear your ideas (e.g. enact a play, a speech, show overheads or video footage with real impact, or incorporate some sort of class participation); be creative, and find an interesting way to present.


Evaluation will  also include: being prepared and organized, effective communication, 
integration of audio-visual aids, impact on audience and demonstrating in-depth knowledge of 
subject area. All team members must participate actively in the presentation.

4) Hand in group mind map, and individual research notes, research log, and bibliography.

5) During presentation, some notes will be taken, recording main arguments presented. 

6) After all the presentations, there will be the opportunity for class discussion of main issues. 

7) On last day of symposion hand in your record of Vufa participation. (Hand-out to follow.) Groups will get together and evaluate the participation of members. Students will have the opportunity to give feedback on the project as a whole.

Note: Advise Marjorie in advance if you need any special equipment for your presentation.

M.Murray
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Sign-up List for Student Seminars
Topic

Date 

Time

All seminars will take place in the seminar room in the library, and will last 5 to 10 minutes.

Presented by

Sign-up list

1. _________________________________________________

2. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________

Note: The presenter will take this list into the seminar, use it to take attendance, and hand it in after the seminar.
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Calendar 





       athEna
February – March – April,  2003

(We have classes on dates in bold) 

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Weekend

	24

Project starts

Log onto Greek Question conference

	25


	26
	27
	28

M’s seminar on religion (required)
	1-2

	3


	4
	5

.
	6

M’s seminar on Persian Wars (optional)
	7

Field trip to ROM – pm.


	8-9

	10


	11
	12

MARCH
	13

BREAK
	14
	15-16

	17

Debates & specialist seminars this week - attend at least one.
	18
	19

	20

Seminars
	21

Seminars
	22-23



	24


	25 

Seminars


	26


	27

Specialist presentation  to team
	28

Team meetings.

M’s seminar on mind maps (optional)
	29-30

	31

 
	1

Work period in library
	2
	3
	4 

Symposion

Rm.233
	5-6



	7

Symposion
	8

Wind-up of symposion, feedback & self-evaluation
	9
	10
	11
	12-13




Notes:

· Videoconference date TBA
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Team Self-Evaluation

Using the circle below as a pie graph, divide it up to show the contribution of all team members to the team effort: specialist presentations to the group, creation of the mind map, preparation for and presentation of the symposion.

Beside each person’s piece of the pie they should briefly note what they did to contribute, in point form.

This will have some influence on marks given for the above assignments.

Team members should sign below to show that they basically agree with the diagram. Any special circumstances to be taken into consideration should be noted below.
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Signatures ________________________________________________________________________________













M.Murray

The Greek Question:

Vufa Conference Checklist

Name: ___________________________
As you are aware, participation in the Greek Question conference on Virtual UFA is a required part of the project. Fill in this sheet to  track your participation and to evaluate it. 

Also, attach a print-out of what you think is your most knowledgeable, thoughtful message, making sure the context is clear.

When counting postings, you should use the ‘tally’ system, to save yourself time. For example: 1 =

5 =
       13 =

Just go through all your postings and put a mark for each in the proper category. Don’t count any postings which are purely conversational, and don’t relate to the content of the project.

Date of your first posting: _____________

Approximately what  percentage of the postings did you read? ____%

	Resource recommendation
	Questions
	Responses to discussions
	Longer contributions to discussions (100 words +)

	
	
	
	


	Book reviews
	Factual information
	Other

	
	
	


Total number of content-related postings: _______________

How would you rate your participation?   
A
B
C
D
F

Explain why you deserve this mark:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

M. Murray

