OHASSTA- SKELETONS IN YOUR CLOSET; REALITY RESEARCH

      Nancy Irons-Murray

Things to Consider;

1. What do you want your students to know about the research/essay process?

2. What do they need to know?

3. Are these things the same?

PROBLEMS OF RESEARCH 

1. Where to start- topics

2. How and where to start research

-focus

-Internet usage

-problem starters –procrastination, organization, challenged, etc.

3. Problems with materials-your library, librarian, community

THE RESEARCH PROCESS

A) TOPICS

      -narrow down topics

      -present debatable areas if doing a persuasive essay

      -appropriate to grade level –know your students

      -historical or topical

     eg. Gr. 10  1. a) Canadian rum runners were justified in smuggling alcohol to the USA during the 1930s.                                         
Vs        b) Prohibition can never work.

                       2. a) The most important turning point for Canada in the 20th century was Vimy Ridge.   

              Vs         b) Remembrance  Day should be a national holiday in Canada.

B) GUIDE or PATH       

       -how to start

       -where to start

       Stages of Research (OLA)

1. Stage One: Preparing for Research

Define

Explore

Identify

Relate
       Research sheets 

       i) text books

ii) definitions      
    iii) encyclopedias
iv) general books

        2.     Stage Two: Accessing Resources       

                Locate

Select

Gather

Collaborate
         Research sheets

         i) Specialized books, atlases, encyclopedias      ii) Internet         iii) interviews     iv) debatable 

3.      Stage Three: Processing Information

  Analyze/Evaluate
Test

Sort

Synthesize
Research sheets

i) note taking

ii) essay skeleton/organizer
iii) thesis
iv) plagiarism

        v) reliability of sources

4. Stage Four: Transferring Learning

Revise

Present

Reflect

Transfer   

C) NOTE GATHERING & RELIABILITY OF MATERIALS

D) PLAGIARISM

What do you want your students to know about plagiarism?

What will they be failed for?

 Recognizing and Preventing Plagiarism

E) SKILLS CONNECTED TO THE ESSAY

     TEACH SKILLS AND TEST SKILLS BEFORE THEY WRITE AN ESSAY!

1. Debatable topic

2. Charting

3. Introduction

4. Conclusion

5. Citations/Footnotes

6. Bibliography/Sources Cited

  F) MARKING SCHEMES and KICA

HISTORY ESSAY SKELETON OUTLINE    CHY4U        (I/R /A)
Name________________________

CHART:  Prepare a Chart comparing both sides of your issue

5    4    3    2    1    0

                 (Use back of the sheet if more room is required) NIM

FOR






AGAINST

INTRODUCTION:





5    4    3    2    1    0

TOPIC and/or ISSUE_____________________________________

THESIS STATEMENT (2)_________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

a) general historical background- 5 Ws
b) hook


c) date(s)/historical era

d) definitions, if needed


e) written with style

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY OF THE ESSAY & ORGANIZATION
10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1    0

1st Argument (proof supporting thesis, example/s, primary source/s, each paragraph deals with proof supporting thesis)________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2nd Argument___________________________________________________________________________

3rd Argument ___________________________________________________________________________

4th Argument





5th Argument

CONCLUSION







5    4    3    2    1    0

Restate thesis;_________________________________________________________________________

Summarize 3-5 of your most persuasive arguments____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Significance or Impact on history___________________________________________________________

Relevance today/Lessons learned___________________________________________________________
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REALITY CHECK

1. What do you want your students to know about the research process?

2. What do they need to know?

(Does your department, school or board have a plan for each grade?  Do you?)

GRADE 10


GRADE 11

GRADE 12

3. What areas presented problems to you or your students in the past?

Thesis development________________

Plagiarism____________

Lack of Materials__________________

Extensions____________

Appropriate topics_________________

Lack of time___________

Reliance on internet________________

Student doesn’t know where/how to start__________

Organization______________________



OTHER__________________________

___________________________________________

4. Identify which of these problem areas can be controlled by the teacher

GETTING STARTED

The FOUR STAGES OF INDEPENDENT RESEARCH 

(credit to the Ontario School Library Association 1998)

STAGE ONE:   PREPARING FOR RESEARCH

DEFINE


EXPLORE

IDENTIFY

RELATE

STAGE TWO;    ACCESSING RESOURCES

LOCATE

SELECT

GATHER

COLLABORATE

STAGE THREE:   PROCESSING INFORMATION

ANALYZE/EVALUATE

TEST

SORT


SYNTHESIZE

STAGE FOUR;     TRANSFERRING LEARNING

REVISE


PRESENT

REFLECT

TRANSFER

CITATIONS:

CREATING CITATIONS DOCUMENTS

Students really struggle with citations

Have them practice several types before they write the essay by using handouts in class on material that you would be covering anyway.

What do they need to know about citations?

GRADE 10 & 11

-all quotations

-all statistics

-examples

-dates

-primary sources

 

GRADE 12

-quotations

-statistics

-specific dates

-primary sources

-examples/illustrations

-maps/graphs

-paraphrased materials

 

 TO CREATE CITATIONS EXERCISES

1. Choose 3 to 4 sources on one topic 

Try to choose different styles eg. One author, two authors, periodical, etc.

Eg. Greek Women; 

C.M. BOWRA, CLASSICAL GREECE, New York, Time-Life Books, 1965 page 85

Mary LEFKOWITZ and M. FANT, WOMEN’S LIFE IN GREECE and ROME, Baltimore,

John Hopkins University Press, 1985 page 41

Sarah B.POMEROY, GODDESSES, WHORES, WIVES AND SLAVES, New York, Schlocken Books, 1986 page 84

2. Chose a couple of paragraphs from each source and include at least one of each (quote, primary source, statistic, example, etc) 

3. Leave room behind each sentence to put in a citation (or foot note -if you are still using them; many universities do still) 

If you leave spaces only where citations are required, the students will know where they go and that's not the point.

5. This can be marked by teacher, self-marked, peer marked, not marked (R/I or A)

4. Then create another one using Electronic sources 

5. If you are not sure how to do these correctly, check with your librarian or a style guide

The styles change all the time; APA changed last year.

6. Have the student use the style you want MLA, APA, Footnotes- I use all three- in different classes

