Course specific support
jay.adams@rogers.com
647.209.8153

Should you require any lessons, advice, etc., please do not hesitate to contact me.  I would be happy to assist you in developing your civics program.

www.elections.ca -- Elections Canada Website
· Find information on your Students’ federal riding

· Learn about officially recognized parties in Canada – from the mainstream to the fringe.

· Past election results.

· Loads of online publications in areas of general information, electoral process, redistribution of seats, legislation information, legislation, statutory results, official voting results, election financing & more.

· Free Teacher resources available for order including: “Canada at the Polls:  An Election Simulation Kit”, CD-ROMs that allows kids to learn about all aspects of the federal electoral system by interacting with a virtual environment and explore a history of the vote in Canada, and more. 

http://www.electionsontario.on.ca/ --Elections Ontario Website
· Find information on your Students’ provincial riding

· Learn about officially recognized parties in Canada – from the mainstream to the fringe.

· Past election results.

· Numerous publications available including Reports of the Chief Election Officer to the Legislative Assembly, Election results, maps of electoral districts (cost for maps 3$ each), Brochures: "Voting in Ontario Provincial Elections" - information booklet on the electoral process, "Candidate's Guide to the Election Act” and an instruction aid for teachers of civics education

http://www.toronto.ca/elections/index.htm 

-- City of Toronto Municipal Elections Website

· Some information on the municipal electoral process, but not much.  

· This site concentrates on informing citizens of Toronto where they can vote.

http://www.studentvote.ca/ -- Student Vote Website

· Initially created by people motivated to fix the issue of voter apathy among the youth, this site is the focal point of various student run-mock elections.  

· Every time a real election is held at either the Federal or Provincial level, this organization will provide you with all the materials necessary to turn your school into a mock-polling station.  Once you sign up your school, official ballot boxes, voting ‘booths’, ballots and publicity materials are shipped to your school (excellent items to have on hand in a civics classroom).  

· On election day, your entire school has the option (we must respect people’s right to not vote) to vote for a candidate running in their riding.  Your students are responsible for running the polling station, counting the votes and reporting results to the Student Vote personnel.  

· Results from right across the province or country (depending on what election is of focus) are publicized; and are often useful in Civics classes to compare actual polling results with those of the youth. 

http://www.vote16.ca/
· A website dedicated to furthering the cause of (now defeated) Bill C-261 – a proposal to lower the official voting age from 18 to 16.  

· Though brief in its content, this site does provide enough guidance for both student and teacher to mount a meaningful debate on the topic.

http://www.parl.gc.ca/ -- Official site, Parliament of Canada
· Free teacher kits on the parliamentary process. 

· Lots of kits and online information regarding day to day operations of the House of Commons and Canadian Senate.

· A 22 minute free video regarding the Senate is available for order, as well as accompanying teacher resources

· Lesson plans on numerous topics, including how to implement a model parliament unit (please note, this is quite extensive and may not be practical for the civics course if all expectations are to be met and delivery of the curriculum is to be balanced along all three strands of the course).

http://www.ontla.on.ca/ 

-- Official site, Legislative Assembly of Ontario
· Resources on how a bill becomes a law, ESL resources, activity sheet to label a map of the Chamber.

http://www.omp.on.ca/home.html -- The Ontario Model Parliament

· An incredible opportunity for students, the Ontario Model Parliament allows them to act as MPPs, researching into issues that change from year to year, preparing and participating in a party leadership convention, elections and culminating in a 3 day parliamentary simulation within the Legislative Assembly at Queens Park. 

· Not only will students learn about the ins & outs of provincial politics, this opportunity allows them to develop skills on a scale simply not available within school.  

· Having acted as staff advisor for the Thornhill contingent over a period of two years, I found that starting early is best.  If you hope to participate in the April/May sessions, you must form a group immediately, register them, get them posting on the online forums, and hold regular meetings to go over the issues at hand. 

· The effort will be well-worth it – your students will learn and develop their skills, while teachers are able to learn much more about parliamentary procedure than is offered in any text. 

