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Philosopher’s Tea Party and Salon

Lesson Scope and Sequence

TWO DAYS BEFORE THE TEA PARTY

· Have students read through the ideas of the “Foremost Enlightenment Thinkers”

· Discuss main issues

· Assign notes on the Foremost Enlightenment Thinkers (Template included)

· Distribute invitations to students, colleagues who are interested and Admin. (if appropriate)

THE DAY BEFORE THE TEA PARTY

· Quiz on the Foremost Enlightenment Thinkers (Template included)

· Take up Quiz

· View video, perhaps.

· Shop for supplies

THE TEA PARTY

· Tea on the boil!
· Desks arranged to accommodate groups of four
· Teacher and students may choose to dress in 18th century fashions
· Discussion topics are placed at each table, with names of philosophers at each place setting.
· Students sit at tables an “become” the philosopher whose place setting they sit at.
· Distribute “Philosopher’s Tea Party and Salon Discussion Record Sheet”
1. Students will record important information and begin discussing the issue using the ideas of their philosopher.

2. They will record the ideas of each of the other philosophers.

3. As the group reaches a conclusion to their discussion on the topic, the conclusion is recorded on the record sheet

· When a topic is concluded, students rotate to a new desk, featuring a new topic, where they become different philosophers. for a new discussion

THE DAY FOLLOWING THE TEA PARTY

· Collect and display the students’ record sheets into groups showing:

a) similar discussions by different groups

b) how the ideas of the philosophers are interpreted and employed by students

· have students fill out the “Debriefing” sheet, analyzing:

a) the accuracy of the interpretations

b) the reasonableness of the conclusions drawn by each group of students
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Philosopher’s Tea Party Debriefing

Legacy  pp. 141 – 150

Arguments Consistent?



   Conclusions Accurate?

	Locke


	

	Voltaire


	

	Beccaria


	

	Rousseau


	

	Smith


	

	Arguments Consistent?


	Conclusions Accurate?

	Burke


	

	von Herder


	

	du Châtelet


	

	Kant


	

	Montesquieu


	

	de Condorcet


	


Philosopher’s Tea Party and Salon

Student Name: _______________________

Philosopher: ___________________________

What problem are you discussing?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Who are the other philosophers


Briefly describe what each thinks about the issue?

at your table?

_________________________________

________________________________________








________________________________________








________________________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________








________________________________________








________________________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________








________________________________________








________________________________________

What do you think?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What solution did you arrive at?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________

Quiz

Foremost Enlightenment Thinkers

Name the philosophers who said the following.  Answer in the spaces provided.  Last names, only, are required.

1. need for elected gov’ts to uphold freedom & tolerance
____________________________

2. laws and social customs are products of the different conditions existing in each country

____________________________

3. crusade on behalf of Protestant Jean Calas – wrote in support of tolerance & critical of injustice of the church-dominated judicial system in France

____________________________

4. harsh punishment did little to reform criminals

____________________________

5. civilization had bad effects upon morals – natural “savage” was superior to our civilized human

____________________________

6. proponent of free trade because the “invisible hand” of nature would regulate the economy through supply and demand

____________________________

7. religious matters – freedom from bigotry and superstition – at heart of enlightenment

____________________________

8. tinkering with naturally developed institutions with imposition of rights and freedoms, leads to chaos and anarchy

____________________________

9. national loyalty based upon language and culture – not loyalty to rulers or citizenship

____________________________

10. critical of French ancien régime & welcomed the revolution - application of reason would bring about a better world

____________________________

11. unreasonable prejudice excludes women from equal access to science and power

____________________________

du Châtelet, Rousseau, Kant, Burke, Beccaria, Locke, de Condorcet, Voltaire, Smith, Montesquieu, von Herder

Salon Discussions:

Euthanasia 



– du Châtelet, Rousseau, Kant, Burke

Capital Punishment 


- Beccaria, Locke, de Condorcet, Voltaire

Universal Health Care 

– Smith, Montesquieu, Burke, von Herder

Sikhs Wearing Motorcycle Helmets 
– Rousseau, Burke, Voltaire, Locke

Women Soldiers in Front Line
- du Châtelet, Kant, Rousseau, de Condorcet

Same Sex Marriage


- Burke, du Châtelet, Kant, Beccaria

oremost Enlightenment Thinkers

Newman, Legacy, pp. 142 –  150

John Locke

· critical of external, imposed authority over rational, empirical evidence

· right to own property fundamental to well-ordered society

· need for elected gov’ts to uphold freedom & tolerance

· better life available when leaving “state of nature” for well-ordered society where a good gov’t looked after its people

· people could overthrow gov’t if gov’t not responsible to people in protecting their rights

Baron de Montesquieu

· laws and social customs are products of the different conditions existing in each country

· laws ( necessary relations derived from the “Nature of things” (politics)

· France too large for republican gov’t - monarchy

· Best form of gov’t – monarchy held in check by aristocracy (monarchy alone could become despotic)

· Effects of climate & social/sexual customs on political systems

François-Marie Aruoet de Voltaire

· defended tolerance & attacked religious piety

· praised English law, science, philosophy & religious tolerance

· crusade on behalf of Protestant Jean Calas – wrote in support of tolerance & critical of injustice of the church-dominated judicial system in France

· protested the judiciary’s defense of ritualism and savagery in sentencing

· past was not better (anti-nostalgia) – study immediate past only

Cesare Beccaria

· harsh punishment did little to reform criminals

· called for the end of judicial torture and of capital punishment

· evangelist of reason – denounced gov’t-sponsored cruelty

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

· moral indignation and sense of spiritual superiority echoed his Calvinist upbringing

· looked down on luxury – praised individual responsibility

· criticized France – life too artificial, salon conversation too glib, manners too elaborate, theatre too frivolous, religion too fixed on ritual and appeaarance

· civilization had bad effects upon morals – natural “savage” was superior to our civilized human

· healthy interest in self-preservation (self-interest) was superior to egotistical self-love

· biological drives are distinguishable from and superior to societally-generated wants

· earlier humans were purer & less corrupt, while present society was urban, brittle, & artificial

Adam Smith

· proponent of free trade because the “invisible hand” of nature would regulate the economy through supply and demand

· disagreed with mercantilism (control of economic forces) because it considered only production, not consumption (the natural goal of all production)

· promoted a capitalist economy & tried to explain its operation

Immanuel Kant

· the process toward the achievement of enlightenment (using own understanding to figure out religious basis) is being made

· obstacles to man’s self-incurred immaturity becoming fewer

· religious matters – freedom from bigotry and superstition – at heart of enlightenment

Edmund Burke

· conservative view of politics - concern over the French Revolution

· science of government is practical, and specific to local needs – should not be tampered with

· society best built upon established institutions

· tinkering with naturally developed institutions with imposition of rights and freedoms leads to chaos and anarchy

· society is a contract between the living, the dead and the as yet unborn

· innovation is the result of a selfish temper

· propserity comes from looking backward to ancestors

von Herder

· exponent of differing national characters (ethnic identity)

· loyalty based upon language and culture – not loyalty to rulers or citizenship

· opposed to individual liberal contract theory (Locke)

· influenced by Rousseau – importance of feelings, emotions, shared sentiments

· essential force was cultural glue bonding individuals together in communities

· core of bond was language – nations speak as they think

· a people without common language – absurd

· cultures must remain pure – removal from habitat weakens and degenerates people

Marquis de Condorcet

· critical of French ancien régime & welcomed the revolution

· application of reason would bring about a better world

· intellectual history of humanity is progressing toward clearer thinking

· old system = enemies of reason

Marquise du Châtelet

· unreasonable prejudice excludes women from equal access to science and power

· important to have women participate in all rights – especially of the mind

· make women equal to men

Ideas for Salon Discussion Topics:

Ethics of:

· Euthanasia 



– du Châtelet, Rousseau, Kant, Burke

· Capital Punishment 


- Beccaria, Locke, de Condorcet, Voltaire

· Universal Health Care 

– Smith, Montesquieu, Burke, von Herder

· Sikhs Wearing Motorcycle Helmets 
– Rousseau, Burke, Voltaire, Locke

· Women Soldiers in Front Line
- du Châtelet, Kant, Rousseau, de Condorcet

· Same Sex Marriage


- Burke, du Châtelet, Kant, von Herder

· Youth Criminal Justice Act

- Beccaria, Rousseau, Kant, Burke

· Stem Cell Research


- Locke, de Condorcet, Smith, Burke

Name: __________________________

	Foremost Enlightenment Thinkers

Legacy  pp. 141 – 150

Notes

How did each contribute to the Enlightenment?

	Locke



	Voltaire



	Beccaria



	Rousseau



	Smith



	How did each contribute to “enlightenment”?

	Burke



	von Herder



	du Châtelet



	Kant



	Montesquieu



	de Condorcet




