How Do You Compare to Teenagers From the 1950s?
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Advice to Parents

(The Mother’s Encyclopedia in Six Volumes-The Parents’ Institute, New York, 1952)
Awkward Age

Divide the class to read the individual selections under this title and students can determine which advice is still appropriate and which advice they would change.

Beginning School

What would you advise parents who are getting their child ready for school?  Use the following titles to generate your list and then compare it to the advice from the Mother’s Encyclopedia:

Getting the day started properly

Parent interest in school work

Creating a proper environment at home

Dealing with teachers

Boy Meets Girl

What is your dating advice?

Was the advice given in Mother’s Encyclopedia realistic?

Entertaining the Teens

What leisure activities do you engage in?  Are these activities done at home or in other venues?

What is the biggest difference you notice between your activities and the entertainment described in the Mother’s Encyclopedia?

Homework

Before you read this section, predict what the Mother’s Encyclopedia would say.

Is there any advice given that surprised you?  Do you agree with the advice?

Clothes Make the Person?

It has often been said that you can gain insights into a person’s personality by looking at their clothes.  Exchange pictures and complete the chart by listing the item in the box and providing inferences.  Be sure to explain your inference and afterwards compare your ideas with the person.  Now try doing the same thing with the fashions of the 50s.  Keep this sheet with you as you work on this topic of the 50s and by the end revisit your inferences to see how accurate you were.


2007 Style






Inferences



 


1950s Style






Inferences
Cool Man, Cool!!

Examine the list of slang terms from the 1950s.  Write a short conversation with a partner in ‘plain’ English.

Now re-write this conversation using contemporary slang (keep it clean!)

Now re-write this conversation using slang from the 1950s.

Review the two slang examples and identify some similarities and differences.  What is the focus of terms from the 1950s?  What does the slang tell you about teenagers in the 1950s?  

Rock and Roll

1. What kind of music do you like?  How would you describe this type of music?  What subjects are covered in the songs?

2. Listen to the music selections and describe the first two.  Listen to the next two selections.

3. What changes do you note between the two set of songs?

4. Listen to the CBC reporter commenting on Elvis’ performance in Toronto in 1957. (http://archives.cbc.ca/IDC-1-68-168-495-11/arts_entertainment/elvis_canada/)  Is the report positive or negative?  List some terms to support your opinion.

5. Compare this report to the report written in the Toronto Star and Globe and Mail.  Based on these three sources how would you describe the reaction of Canadians to Elvis and his music?

Students should be able to:

establish historical significance (why we care, today, about certain events, trends and issues in history)

use primary source evidence (how to find, select, contextualize, and interpret sources for a historical argument.)

identify continuity and change (what has changed and what has remained the same over time.)

analyze cause and consequence (how and why certain conditions and actions led to others.)

take historical perspectives (understanding the “past as a foreign country,” with its different

social, cultural, intellectual, and even emotional contexts that shaped people’s lives and actions.)

understand the moral dimension of historical interpretations (this cuts across many of the others: how we, in the present, judge actors in different circumstances in the past; how different interpretations of the past reflect different moral stances today; when and how crimes of the past bear consequences today)

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/foundation_gr8/tns/tn1.pdf

Cool, Man, Cool!

	Ape
	Used with go - to explode or be really mad

	Baby
	Cute girl, term of address for either sex

	Back Seat Bingo
	Necking in a car

	Bad News
	Depressing person

	Bash
	Great party

	Bent Eight
	a V-8 engine (hot-rodders)

	Big Daddy
	An older person

	Boss
	Great

	Bread
	Money

	Bug
	"You bug me" - to bother

	Cast an eye
	To look

	Cat
	A hip person (Beats)

	Chariot
	Car

	Cool
	Indefinable quality that makes something or someone extraordinary

	Cranked
	Excited

	Cruisin' for a bruisin'
	Looking for Trouble

	Dig
	To understand; to approve

	Earth bound
	Reliable

	Flip
	To get very excited

	Frosted
	Angry

	Get Bent
	Disparaging remark as in "drop dead"

	Go ape
	Get very excited

	Hang
	As in "hang out" which means to do very little

	Illuminations
	Good ideas, thoughts

	In orbit
	In the know

	Jacketed
	Going Steady

	Knuckle sandwich
	A fist in the face

	Later, also later, gator
	Goodbye. See ya later, alligator. Response: after while crocodile.

	Lay a patch
	To accelerate so rapidly that you leave a patch of rubber on the road

	Machine
	A car (hot-rodders)

	Off the line
	Start of a drag race (hot-rodders)

	Passion Pit
	Drive-in movie theatre

	Punch It 
	Step on the gas (hot-rodders)

	Radioactive
	Very popular

	Rag Top
	A convertible car

	Sides
	Vinyl records

	Souped up
	A car modified to go fast

	Threads
	Clothes

	Unreal
	Exceptional

	What's you tale, nightingale
	What’s the story?


http://www.fiftiesweb.com/fashion/slang.htm

Teenage Lifestyle

How teens spent a dollar in the 50s:

Girls

	Product
	Cost

	School lunches
	21

	Clothing, jewelry
	19

	Movies, records
	9

	Savings
	9

	School supplies
	8

	Grooming
	7

	Reading
	6

	Sports
	6

	Snacks
	5

	Hobbies
	2

	Miscellaneous
	8


Boys

	School lunches
	23

	Sports
	11

	Dates
	10

	Snacks
	9

	Movies, records
	9

	Clothing
	7

	Savings
	7

	School supplies
	6

	Reading
	5

	Cars, gas
	4

	Hobbies
	3

	Grooming
	2

	Miscellaneous
	4


(Rock and Roll Generation: Teen Life in the 50s.  Time-Life Books, Alexandria, Virginia, 1998, p. 105)

How does this spending compare to how you spend your money?

What does this tell you about lifestyle for teenagers in the 1950s?

What is Happening in the 50s?

Examine your textbook on the chapter dealing with the 50s.  Examine the titles and illustrations.  What seems to be happening in Canada and the world in the 50s?  Write your answers in the appropriate box in point form.



       Social Events




National Events



   Political Events




Economic Events

Other Title(s)

Which events would be more relevant to teenagers?  Why?  Would they be the same topics that are relevant to you?  Why?
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