

· Read the source below and the complete the boxes that follow.  Take your time and read the source carefully, this is not a race, ensure that you earnestly complete this task.  

	Source:

	Find Jap Evacuees Best Beet Workers

Lethbridge, Alberta, Jan 22, 1945

     Japanese evacuees from British Columbia supplied the labor for 65% of Alberta’s sugar beet acreage last year, Phil Baker, of Lethbridge, president of the Alberta Sugar Beet Grower’s Association stated today. “They played an important part in producing our all-time record crop of 363,000 tons of beets in 1945,” he added.

     Mr. Baker explained Japanese evacuees worked 19,500 acres of beets and German prisoners of war worked 5,000 acres.  The labour for the remaining 5,500 acres of Alberta’s 30,000 acres of sugar beets was provided by farmers and their families.  Some of the heaviest beet yields last year came from farms employing Japanese evacuees.

     Generally speaking, Japanese evacuees have developed into most efficient beet workers, many of them being better than the transient workers who cared for beets in southern Alberta before Pearl Harbour.



	

	COLLECT THE FACTS PRESENTED:

	· Information came from Alberta’s Beet Grower’s association

· Japanese provided 65% of labor

· It was a record crop of beets in 1945

· Japanese are considered better workers than transient workers

· Transient workers have only been replaced with Japanese since Pearl Harbour

· These Japanese have been evacuated 
· Etc.  (These can best be done by highlighting the article or orally)


	

	WHAT DO YOU INFER/CONCLUDE?

	· There is a connection between Pearl Harbour and the Japanese evacuation.

· Alberta farmers are happy to have these Japanese laborers

· There is not enough farm labour without hiring outside the farming families to harvest beets

· There is a connection between using Japanese labour and high yield.

· “Developed into” – suggests that Japanese did not have previous experience in beets


	

	WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED/MISSING?

	· Comments by any Japanese beet laborers

· Information about pay or living conditions for these Japanese workers

· Information about the working conditions

· Any weather conditions, price,  etc that might have contributed to the great crop in 1945

· Why beets might have been an important enough crop to have their own growers association?



	

	QUESTIONS TO ASK?

	· Why would the Japanese be evacuated – what was the connection to Pearl Harbour?

· Describe living conditions and working conditions of these japanese.

· Are the Japanese permanently settled now to work on beet farms?

· Why were the Japanese evacuees such good workers?

· Why would Japanese be seen as better workers than transient labor force?
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