Grade Ten History Research Mini-Essay - Outline of the Process
Process Step:

Explanation of what students will have to do:

	STEP ONE

Inquiry Question* and Working 

Thesis* or Hypothesis*

Due:___________

*get approval upon completion
	Choose a topic of interest in Canadian History from the topic list provided in class-choose your topic very carefully. Next,

browse through materials which give a general overview of the topic such as encyclopedias (print and online), decade books, your textbook and general histories. Get to know how large your topic is and what are its components. Write down 3-5 key words or terms that you can use later for more in-depth research. Also, record the names of resources which you want to investigate later on. Get approval for your inquiry question before moving on to the next step.

	STEP TWO

Research Cards or Research Notes

___/60 Marks

Due:___________
	Purchase a Central Peel Documentation Guide from the library (for 25 cents). Using the list of accepted formats for research cards or notes, begin to record information and quotations which relates to your focus on your topic. Follow the format exactly. Always know the purpose of your research. Consult a wide variety of resources-remember, you are in the business of making truth. You need a minimum of SEVEN (7) different resources including a maximum of one (1) encyclopedia and your textbook (if it applies). Consult as many different resources as possible.

	STEP THREE

Essay Outline Graphic Organizer

___/40 Marks

Due:___________
	Complete the essay outline graphic organizer with latest version of thesis statement, three arguments and corresponding proofs and evidence. You may resubmit this graphic organizer according to teacher discretion but you must make meaningful changes to it in order for it to be graded a second time. Students should pay close attention to the pitfalls of the outline on the outline feedback sheet.

	STEP FOUR

Peer Editing of the Rough Draft

___/10 Marks

Dates:_________
	Complete a rough draft including the documentation (end notes and bibliography pages) of your mini-essay. Use the recipe for writing a mini-essay as your guide to structuring your paper. Find a partner who has also completed a rough draft and exchange papers. Use the questions on the peer editing sheet to guide you in making an analysis and writing a critique of your partner's paper. Hand in one copy to me for grading and the other to your partner-don't skimp on detail-this is an important step. This will take place over two class periods. You must have a rough draft ready for the dates listed in order to do this step and get marks for it.

	STEP FIVE

Editing the Draft

Turnitin.com

Handing in the Final Copy

___/140 Marks

Due:___________
	Go through a rigorous editing process of your paper to make it the best it can be. Remember: Say it simply. Say it directly. Say it clearly. Say exactly what you mean. Write to be understood, not to impress. It's better to edit a printed draft than to work onscreen as you go-you can see your mistakes more clearly when the essay is in a printed final version.  Each time you edit, label your draft. If you are working on the computer, label each printed draft. There should be evidence that your went over the printed copy with a pen and that you were looking for mistakes or for ways to improve the paper. Keep and label all drafts. Submit the essay to turnitin.com. Print off the originality report plus the entire essay from the site and include this copy with your final draft. Hand in the final draft in the following order: Final Draft, Essay Marking Rubric with originality report and draft copy from turnitin.com, all rough drafts, all process work and brainstorming. Put everything in your folder and hand it in on the due date. Petitions for extensions should come well in advance for extenuating circumstances only or in a legitimate emergency. Last minute computer and printer troubles do not constitute an emergency. Keep a copy of your essay on your hard drive or on disk as a backup plan.


