


THE  ATLANTIC  CROSSING





�	Typical ship 1500 was designed for coastal use & doubled as a slow warship, carried 100 immigrants





�	Packet ships 1800 for Atlantic trade, 200-600 passengers west-cargo east, reliable, but slow





�	Packet ships promised set timetable, British subsidize immigrant fares, star on side for Red Star Line





�	Immigration a profitable business, Liverpool main departure- to Quebec City/Boston/New York





�	Emigration - husband usually first, older family members unlikely to see children/ grandchildren again





�	First Leg - most immigrants so poor they walked to Liverpool carrying all worldly possessions





�	Liverpool, on Mersey River,  busiest port because ships could dock on wharf - pickpockets abound





�	Preparing - few laws on passenger safety/accommodation, ships overcrowded, no medical checks


	lifeboats used to store supplies, ships also used to house/ transport livestock





�	Luxury Cabins - only 2% of total passenger traffic, don’t come into contact with steerage passengers





�	Steerage - bunks removable for cargo space on return, bunks supposed to be 2 feet wide per person


	entire families held in 4 foot bunks, drinking water from Mersey River often brown, never enough


	oil lamps, buckets for toilets - one passenger compared steerage to sticking your head in a sewer





�	Departure - 2-3 ships left on schedule and raced each other despite weather, took 1-2 months





�	Crews - dangerous job, but well paid, pilfer from passengers for extra money, best from West Indies





�	Entertainment - steerage people allowed on deck on smooth days, played early form of shuffleboard





�	Entertainment - crews often entertained passengers with fiddles and accordions in the evening





�	Meals - early days passengers were expected to bring all their own food, used open charcoal braziers





�	Meals - rules changed so companies carried food, e.g. salt pork, hardtack biscuits, fruit & vegetables





�	Heavy Weather - Atlantic is the stormiest ocean, sudden & violent, fog danger constant





�	Below - steerage passengers locked below in stormy weather, rats & lice a common problem





�	Fire - most feared of danger, spreads quickly, rotten lifeboats, many jump & drown before rescue





�	Iceberg - icebergs a constant danger off the foggy, icy waters of Canada, e.g. Titanic, 1912





�	Shipwrecks dot the chilly coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador





�	Disease - big 3 were smallpox, cholera and typhoid fever, hit only in certain years, no cure/ treatment


	passengers worn down by poor nutrition and conditions to the point where they had no immunity





�	Burial at sea - on an average voyage captains expected a 10% rate, during epidemics it rises to 50%





�	Cholera victims - years of the Irish immigration 1845(  worst for cholera





�	Grosse Isle - used as a quarantine station, upriver of Quebec City, small hospital & sheds for @200


	upwards of 2,000 left here during the epidemics





�	Medical inspection - captains often hid the sick so that their ships would not be quarantined





�	Cholera epidemics - hit Quebec City, Montreal and Toronto (Coffin Corner) during 1830s & 40s





�	Montreal - ships passing inspection passed upriver to Montreal, furthest the ships could go then





�	River boats - called “bateau’s”, “Durham boats” or “Johnny boats”, simple boats & cheap travel


	could be sailed, rowed, poled or drawn by a horse, Bear (Hochelaga) name of a Montreal company





�	Steam boats - wealthier passengers used steamers like the ‘Great Britain’, bumped over the rapids





�	Locks - early locks were on the St. Lawrence River at Cornwall or on the Rideau Canal





�	Stage coaches took the long route over rough roads from Kingston to Toronto (Kingston Road)





�	Toronto - centre for land companies, tallest building St. James Cathedral, King & Church Streets





�	Final leg - along one of the colonization roads cut through the bush to places like Brampton





