HISTORY  DEPARTMENT

Louis  Riel - Study  Guide

1. Background 


-family 


-influences on early life 


-education

2. Red River Rebellion 


-conflict between the government and the Metis 


-Action(s) taken by Riel and his followers to stop the government 


-government’s negotiations with Riel 


-outcomes of the Rebellions

3. North-West Rebellion 


-conflict between the government and the Metis 


-Riel 
- What happened to him after the Red River Rebellions?



- Why did he return?



- His state of mind during the rebellion?


-Outbreak of violence 
-with R.C.M.P. 




-at Batoche 




-at Swiftcurrent 




-at Frog Lake

4. Trial 


-charge 


-evidence 


-the defence’s position on Riel/Riel’s response 


-outcome of trial 
- for Riel




- for Canada

Riel  Trial 
Trial:
Indictment



Plea



Opening statements 
- prosecution 





- crown



Prosecution Witnesses - direct and cross examination of each witness



Defence witnesses - direct and cross examination of each witness



Summations
- defence 




- crown



Jury deliberations - followed by the delivery of the verdict



Judge to give sentence

Evaluation: 



1. Notes - you will submit your research notes on each of the two rebellions to be evaluated



2  Teacher evaluation of each character in the trial 



    -knowledge of character/events 



    -ability to answer questions 



    -presentation skills



3. Character sketch 



    -show the involvement of the character in the historical events 



    - i.e. - Who? What they did? Why? Outcome?






HISTORY  DEPARTMENT  NAME  



LOUIS  RIEL:  CHANGING  PERCEPTIONS

To understand the story of Louis Riel involves historical fact, interpretation, and dramatic elements.

Choose the right answer to each of the following:

 1.
Louis Riel was trained as


(a) a lawyer  (b) an engineer  (c) a carpenter  (d) a teacher

 2. 
Louis Riel was a Métis.  A Métis is a child of


(a) American and aboriginal parents


(b) British and aboriginal parents


(c) French-Canadian and aboriginal parents


(d) Irish and aboriginal parents

 3. 
When Louis Riel was born in 1844 in the Red River Settlement the area belonged to


(a) Canada


(b) the United States


(c) Britain


(d) the Hudson’s Bay Company

 4. 
First signs of trouble between Canada and the Red River Métis were in the late 1860s with the arrival of


(a) surveying crews


(b) the North West Mounted Police


(c) the Canadian Pacific Railway


(d) American settlers

 5. 
Louis Riel emerged as the natural leader of the Métis because


(a) he was literate


(b) he was educated


(c) he was committed to them


(d) all the above

 6. 
In 1869, in order to negotiate Manitoba’s entrance into Confederation, Riel established


(a) an independent state


(b) a provisional government


(c) his own police force


(d) a negotiating committee

 7. 
During the 1870 Red River Rebellion, perhaps the biggest mistake Riel made was


(a)
writing his own Bill of Rights


(b)
stopping the Canadian surveying party


(c)
preventing Lieutenant‑Governor William McDougall from entering the territory


(d)
executing an Orangeman named Thomas Scott

 8. 
Riel’s punishment for leading the 1870 Rebellion was


(a) a ten-year jail term


(b) a $10,000 fine


(c) a five-year exile


(d) none of the above

 9. 
An interesting political aspect to Riel’s story was that


(a)
he became the first premier of Manitoba


(b)
he was twice elected to the House of Commons but never took his seat


(c)
after moving to Montana, he was elected as a Congressman


(d)
despite the personal animosity between himself and Macdonald, Riel joined Macdonald's cabinet

10. 
The major difference between the 1870 and 1885 Rebellions was


(a) the presence of the Canadian Pacific Railway


(b) the change in prime ministers


(c) Indian concerns regarding assimilation


(d) the change in Métis leadership

11. 
Riel’s chief military commander during the 1885 Rebellion was


(a) Thomas Scott  (b) Poundmaker  (c) Big Bear  (d) Gabriel Dumont

12. 
The Metis’ last stand in the 1885 Rebellion was at


(a) North Battleford


(b) Batoche


(c) Prince Albert


(d) Humboldt

13.
Riel was brought to trial on the charge of


(a) treason  (b) murder  (c) conspiracy  (d) sedition

14.
After his execution, Riel was buried in the city that was also the site of his birth.  That city is


(a) Brandon


(b) Winnipeg


(c) St. Boniface


(d) Portage la Prairie

15.
A direct political consequence of Sir John A. Macdonald’s decision to proceed with Riel’s execution was


(a) western alienation from the Conservative Party


(b) the Conservative Party’s being frozen out of Quebec for decades


(c) the splitting of the Conservatives and their loss in the next election


(d) Liberal Party successes in Ontario

16.
Riel has been seen as a martyr by


(a) French-speaking Canadians


(b) western Canadians


(c) aboriginal Canadians


(d) all of the above


(e) none of the above

17.
The following have spoken in Louis Riel’s favour


(a) former Supreme Court Justice Emmett Hall


(b) Constitutional Affairs Minister Joe Clark


(c) Ovide Mercredi, Head of the Assembly of First Nations


(d) all of the above


(e) none of the above

18.
The lingering mystery of Batoche involves


(a) the bell


(b) Riel’s body


(c) Dumont’s rifle


(d) the Métis flag

