COLD  WAR - VISIONS  OF  WAR  AND  PEACE
What has been done to lessen the chance of Nuclear War?

1) Dealing  with  the  U.S.S.R. - Can  the  Soviets  be  trusted?

  West fears the Soviet Union will try to dominate Europe
  for 40 years U.S.S.R. has kept an iron grip on Eastern Europe
  Red Army in Europe bigger than N.A.T.O. armies
  N.A.T.O. relied on nuclear weapons for deterrence (short range missiles)
  Soviets responded with their own battlefield nuclear missiles
  should we increase conventional forces or negotiate a Soviet reduction?
  1985 Mikhail Gorbachev - reformer, - limited free enterprise allowed
  needs to cut down arms spending to reform economy
2) Defense  in  the  Nuclear  Age - Is  defense  realistic?

  Sputnik, 1958 - dawn of I.C.B.M. era - no defense possible

  A.B.M.’s (anti-ballistic missiles) to shoot down I.C.B.M.’s

  Americans believe that no A.B.M. system is workable

  A.B.M. Treaty - each side one A.B.M. system


 - U.S. protected I.C.B.M.’s now shut down

  S.D.I. (Star Wars) - use space weapons to stop missiles

  expensive ($1 trillion) - easy to overwhelm

  I.N.F. Treaty - limits numbers of intermediate range missiles

3) Arms  Control  or  Disarmament - Can  we  get  rid  of  nuclear  weapons?
  S.A.L.T. 1  Agreement, 1972 - Soviets & U.S. limited strategic nuclear weapons (only limits rate of growth)

  but new technology has increased number of weapons 4X

  I.N.F. Treaty, 1986 - new type of agreement, - both sides have destroyed their existing weapons (Soviets 826 missiles, U.S. 689 missiles), - allowed on-site inspections - currently discussing 50% cut in strategic weapons

  S.T.A.R.T. (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty)


cut back strategic forces in stages over 7 years - 


U.S./U.S.S.R.
- 1,600 delivery systems (bombers/missiles), 



- 6,000 nuclear warheads
4) Nuclear  Proliferation

  U.S. monopoly on nuclear weapons short-lived 

  U.S.S.R., 1949; Britain, 1952; France, 1960; China, 1964; India, 1974

  yet, other countries want the ‘bomb’

  Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1968 - current countries promised to stop the spread of nuclear weapons to others, especially undesirable types

  are we moving towards a world where there will be 15-20 nuclear powers?

  should other countries have nuclear weapons?

  nuclear weapons are expensive

  danger of small conflict spreading

  danger of nuclear terrorism

