ANALYZING  AND  COMPARING  DOCUMENTS:  CIVIL  WAR





The purpose of this exercise is to give you practice in using the kinds of questions that are useful in analyzing and comparing primary sources.





Read the documents and answer the following questions.  Set up a comparison organizer in your notes.





1.	IDENTIFY THE NATURE OF THE DOCUMENTS





	a)	What type of documents are they?  Are they letters, diaries or government papers?


		How does this affect their value?


	b)	Was the author closely involved in the event?  Would this matter?


	c)	When were they written; soon after/during an important event or much later?


		Why might this be important?
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2.	REVIEW THE CONTENTS OF THE SOURCES





	a)	What FACTS do the documents reveal about this event?


	b)	What OPINIONS about the event do the authors of the documents give?


	c)	What arguments do the authors make?  Are these supported by facts?
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3.	HOW RELIABLE ARE THE SOURCES?





	a)	Why did the authors write the documents?  How might this purpose affect what they said?


	b)	What were the authors’ role in the event?  Could this have affected what they said?


	c)	What are the frames of reference of the authors?  What social class, nationality, race or 


		occupation are they?  What are their interests?  What effect might these have on what they said?
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