SHOULD THE U.S. HAVE DROPPED THE BOMB ON JAPAN?

CRITERIA

	ALTERNATIVES
	QUICKLY

END THE WAR
	SAVE LIVES
	SAVE MONEY
	DEMONSTRATE

U.S. POWER

	1. DROP THE BOMB

    ON A CITY
	+ END WAR IN A FEW

   DAYS

- ONLY HAD TWO

  BOMBS
	- KILLED AT LEAST

   100,000

- MANY MORE WITH

  TERRIBLE INJURIES
	+ ALREADY SPENT

    $2 BILLION

+ LITTLE EXTRA COST

   TO USE BOMB
	+ JAPAN SURRENDER

   UNCONDITIONALLY

+ SHOW RUSSIANS

   NEW WEAPON

- A-BOMB NO LONGER

  SECRET

	2. DEMONSTRATION

    BOMBING ON A

    DESERTED ISLAND
	- ‘BIG FIRECRACKER’

  MIGHT NOT IMPRESS

  JAPAN

- ONLY HAD TWO

  BOMBS
	+ NOBODY KILLED

- MIGHT MOVE POW’S

  TO ISLAND

- MIGHT DOWN PLANE
	- WASTE OF $2 BILLION

   BOMB PROJECT

- BOMB COULD BE A

  DUD AND JAPANESE

  WOULD RECOVER IT
	- A-BOMB NO LONGER

  A SECRET

- JAPANESE MIGHT

  NOT SURRENDER

	3. INVADE 

    JAPAN
	- TAKES MONTHS TO

  ORGANIZE INVASION

+ GIVES TIME TO

   NEGOTIATE A

   SURRENDER WITH

   JAPANESE
	- MIGHT KILL AS

  MANY AS 2 MILLION

- BOTH JAPANESE AND

  U.S. TO INCUR LOSSES
	- VERY COSTLY

- ALL DEVELOPMENT

  COSTS OF BOMB LOST
	+ BOMB KEPT AS AN

   U.S. SECRET

- RUSSIANS NOT

  INTIMIDATED

- COMMUNISM MIGHT

  GO WORLD WIDE


