
THE COLD WAR, 1960’S - KENNEDY ERA

THE BAY OF PIGS INVASION, 1961

  Communist guerillas active in different parts of the world

  Castro came to power in Cuba - declared himself a Communist

  Cuban exiles trained by C.I.A. in Guatemala

Was the U.S. paranoid about Castro?

  1,400 men landed at Bay of Pigs - crushed by Castro

Results
Soviets lost respect for Kennedy


Americans increased support for other anti-Communist regimes

THE BERLIN CRISIS, 1961

  Kennedy met Khruschev in Vienna

  Khruschev tried to intimidate Kennedy

  Kennedy now told U.S. had a vast nuclear advantage over U.S.S.R.

  but Kennedy politically trapped - elected on a campaign promise to 

lessen the missile gap between U.S. and Soviet Union

  but refugees flooding from East Germany to West Germany

  Soviets built Berlin Wall - fortified border between East and West Berlin

  Kennedy increased U.S. nuclear advantage 10 : 1 superiority

  ordered 1,000 more I.C.B.M.’s - triggered the arms race

  scared the Russians - feared a U.S. first strike

  responded by building up their own nuclear forces

  ACTION ( REACTION PHENOMENON

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS, 1962

  Soviets installing nuclear missiles in Cuba - secretly

  some advisors wanted Kennedy to bomb and invade Cuba

  Kennedy used naval blockade to stop Soviet ships from bringing more missiles to Cuba - (Monroe Doctrine used since 1823 by U.S.)

  both sides under tremendous pressure - danger it would bungle into war

  Kennedy sent an offer - dismantle missiles & U.S. would not invade Cuba

  big change for Kennedy/Khruschev, moving towards peace&disarmament

  signed first nuclear treaty (Test Ban)-stop testing weapons in atmosphere

