Cults ferals and isolates

WHEN THE AGENTS OF SOCIALIZATION FAIL OR ARE ABSENT 

Isolates and Ferals 
1. What evidence is there that some animals share an instinct to protect and nurture infants?

2. What common qualities did many of these young children develop?

3. List five social skills did these children not acquire?

4. Why do you think the name Genie was given? 

It is difficult to imagine how we would behave had we not been raised in a family. Harder even to imagine is how we would behave had we been raised by animals. Several famous cases exist of this happening. Most of us are familiar with the story of Tarzan, a child raised by Apes in the jungles of Africa. In Roman mythology it was believed that the city of Rome was founded by two brothers named Romulus and Remus, both of whom had been raised by wolves. We could dismiss these stories but in the scientific literature there exist case studies of children seemingly isolated from virtually all human contact or in some instances seemingly raised in the wild by animals. 

Victor the Wild child
In France in the year 1799 a young boy was found in the forests near the city of Aveyron. The boy was found scavenging for food in much the same way as an animal would. The boy aged approximately ten or eleven was brought to the city of Paris and taken to a school for the deaf. It was at the school that Victor was placed in the care of a Dr. Itard. Victor although human in appearance behaved more like an animal. Victor seemingly felt neither the heat from a flame the cold of the snow, nor could he recognize himself in a mirror. The normal range of human emotions seemed lacking in Victor, and in spite of constant efforts on the part of Dr. Itard, Victor never acquired a full range of language, could not distinguish right from wrong, and was limited to fairly simple tasks such as setting a table.  Victor died at approximately age forty never acquiring speech beyond the simplest level. Victor because of the extensive records kept by Dr. Itard would serve as a rough basis for the study of a young woman found in California almost 200 years later.

Genie - A Modern Day Wild Child
In the mid 1970's a 14-year-old girl was found by government authorities locked in a room and tied to a potty chair. It was believed that the young girl had been kept there from the age 20 months. (Genie( as she became known had been punished for making any noise. Due to the conditions she had been held in, this young child had failed to acquire language, walked in a very awkward manner and initially showed little or no emotional responses to anything that went on around her. Even a soccer ball kicked towards her received absolutely no reaction.

The unusual nature of this tragic discovery led to extensive scientific research. To protect the girl(s privacy she was given the name Genie as a pseudonym to protect her real identity. This is the name used by any researchers in scientific literature when they refer to her. The parents of the young girl were arrested for child abuse, subsequently the father committed suicide and the charge against the mother was dismissed. With no real home to return to Genie was placed under the care of Doctors at a major research hospital in California. It was hoped that with all of the resources available some progress could be made to repair the damage done by years of neglect and captivity. In spite the extensive efforts made by the hospital both at a professional and personal level Genie progressed very little. Genie like Victor seemed to have had her social development frozen.

Some researchers argued the Genie had been born with her limitations, which were made more severe by her abuse. Other researchers argued that Genie was in fact a normal child damaged through a decade of abuse and isolation. Genie was viewed by researchers to be a modern day Victor. In an ironic twist in this case a major movie was released on Victor the Wild Child in the very early days of Genie(s treatment.

The complete story of Genie is ONE filled with tragedy, just as Itard eventually placed Victor in the care of a house keeper, Genie became a research subject, taken in by those she had come to trust and then abandoned as research grants, or individual lifestyles changed. Like Victor her progress was very limited in spite of all the efforts made.

Wild Peter of Hamelin
Other cases exist in the scientific literature. In 1724 a boy who became known as Wild Peter of Hamelin was found at the edge of town(naked brownish black-haired creature( initially he to, as had Victor behaved like a wild animal, over the course of his life he never learned to talk, showed no interest in sex and was never seen laughing. Wild Peter died in 1785 in England, having been (given( to King George I of England as a gift.

Feral Children 

Children raised by animals
Feral children are much more of a rare occurrence, but in 1920 in Godamuri India two young girls, ONE aged eight and the other aged eighteen months were discovered living with a wolf. The young girls were taken to an orphanage where they remained until they died. While in the care of the orphanage they were observed eating raw meat, running on all fours, slept during the day and became active at night, and when provoked would attack and bite as an animal would. Both girls preferred to eat in a compound with the dogs, and to eat in the same manner as the dogs. Neither of the girls acquired a significant degree language. Both children died at an early age, the younger of the two died within a year of the discovery, while the older of the two lived until approximately 17 years of age.

More recently in 1983 in China social scientist revealed the case of a young girl kept in a pig-pen by her mother. The child had been left uncared for and removed from human contact. The girl rolled in the mud and oinked when she was hungry. Feral children like isolates are rarely able to overcome the years of abuse and neglect.

A different type of isolate was created by Canadian politicians and scientists in 1934. The first surviving quintuplets in history were born in a tiny community outside North Bay Ontario. The five girls became the subject of international interest by the general public and social scientists. Researchers petitioned the courts to remove custody from the parents, a move which was granted in order to better study the (miraculous phenomenon(. Instead of being the subject of study they became a major tourist attraction. A special house was built that permitted the children to be viewed in much the same way as an exhibit at a zoo. Even access by the parents was severely restricted. The result of the carnival like atmosphere was that the children lacked any close human contact outside a very small circle of contacts. As adults all five experienced difficulties in a variety of areas including alcoholism and emotional problems. ONE of the sisters eventually committed suicide.

QUESTIONS
1. The sub title of Itard(s study of Victor was (The Forbidden Experiment( What does this reveal about Itard and his study of Victor?

2. Does society have a right to study ONE child thereby creating a Genie or Victor if it helps thousands of other children? Explain your reasoning.

3. The failure to be properly socialized often presents teachers with problems not related to course content. Should students who are disruptive have a right to an education? 

4. In light of the research to what extent does prison or jail fail to help young people who have broken the law? Suggest three strategies that could be used in place of jail. 

5. Speculate on the three kinds of behaviour a young child might develop when they became aware they were an object for study. How would these behaviours affect their long term ability to function in society?

6. Based on ferals and isolates describe five behaviours or attitudes that help humans function within a society.

HARLOW(S MONKEY EXPERIMENT

These case studies demonstrate the importance of early socialization in children. The early years are critical in the formation of language and social skills. In order to better understand how to help those children deprived or neglected of contact at an early age researchers set out to study the impact of isolation on chimps. Harlow(s Monkey experiment has become ONE of the cornerstones of how we understand the need for love in those early years.

Dr. Harry Harlow of the University of Wisconsin conducted an experiment on rhesus monkeys in which he removed new born monkeys from their mother shortly after birth. The infants were then given substitute or surrogate mothers. The infant rhesus monkeys were placed in the cage with two substitute mothers. ONE made of cloth, the other made of wire with a feeding bottle where the nipple on the real mother would be found. Harlow had been curious as to which mother would the baby monkey spend the most time with.  Would the mother that provided food but no warmth be more important then its cloth counterpart. Which provided warmth but no food. . In essence Harlow sought to discover which is more important love or food? 

In this experiment the monkeys preferred the warmth and security of a terry cloth mother over food. Only when the babies needed to be fed did they leave the security of the cloth mother, and then only for short periods of time.

When the monkeys became older, their behaviour was extremely fearful of anything unusual or outside their life experience. The very limited nature of their life experiences meant they were fearful and upset most of the time.  The presence of other rhesus monkeys was disturbing to them.  As parents these monkeys took no interest in their own infants and had a tendency to be abusive.  In general they had no knowledge of how to raise their own babies and no empathy for their own young. The infants of Harlow(s original monkeys by contrast sought out the love and attention from their mothers.  In some instances in response to their young the behaviour of the mother monkeys changed and they became more nurturing. Parenting it would seem is partly learned from our parents and partly learned from our children.

The process of socialization tends to emphasize the impact social interactions have on shaping some persons attitudes and behaviours. Some sociologists take the position that nature wins out over nurture in the shaping of behaviour. The genetic structure passed on to children by their parents dominates a child(s behaviour throughout their life. .

Questions
1. Describe the differences between isolate and feral children. 

2. Why would the researchers who worked with Genie look to Itard(s work to help Genie?

3. In the Genie case the mother eventually sued the researchers for abuse and neglect. Should a parent(s right over a child be taken away and not returned in some cases? What criteria should be used to determine when this should happen?

4. Dr. Harlow helped demonstrate the importance of love to an infant, thereby teaching us a great deal about socialization and children. Was his use of rhesus monkeys ethical? Explain your reasoning.

5. Provide three specific examples of how you could incorporate what you have learned so far into the parenting of a child.

.

How we develop a sense of who we are and what we are all about is tied closely to our sense of self esteem and self concept. Do we feel good about the kind of person we are and how do we see ourselves. Does our perception of who we are mirror that of others or do we see ourselves in ways no one else does.
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ARTS,  NEWS & REVIEWS
Movie hero high on heels, actress says

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) -Western movie hero Jeff Chandler concealed a dark secret in  his manly 6-foot 4-inch tall frame.

He was a cross-dresser with a penchant for red chiffon and polka dots, according to former lover, musical swimming star Esther Williams.

An excerpt from her autobiography was d yesterday by Vanity Fair magazine-

Chandler, whose tanned features brought fame as Indian chief Cochise in Broken  Arrow and two sequels in the early 1950s,

Williams dated Chandler for two years after they met on a film set in 1957.

He died in 1961 at the age of 42.

But the love affair came to an abrupt halt when he revealed his passion for silk stockings and high heels, Williams recounts in her book The Million Dollar Mermaid.
"I froze at the bedroom door and started screaming.  I couldn't stop myself ... Jeff was standing in the middle of the bedroom in a red wig, a flowered chiffon dress, expensive high heeled shoes and lots of make up. I just couldn(t make sense of a large piece of my life.

(I just kept screaming," Williams said in the ex​cerpt.

"Here was my lover - a strong, manly fig​ure by anyone's estimate - who had just been standing before me in high heels and a dress.  This was no joke.  He enjoyed that kind of thing.  He was a cross-dresser," wrote Wil​liams, now 75.

Williams said she later discovered a closet full of expensive dresses, swimsuits and beautiful lingerie in Chandler ( s painting stu​dio.

Chandler explained that his father left home when he was young and he was brought up by his mother and aunt in a house where maleness was held in contempt and where he was made to hate his own sex.

She says Chandler was undergoing thera​py from a therapist who was also a cross dresser and had hoped that his relationship with Williams was strong enough to accom​modate his secret, but she said she left him the next day.

Jeff Chandler is an example of the conflict that can arise when the conflict between who we are is in conflict with our position or status within the group.
1. How did early socialization alter Jeff Chander(s view of his male role?
2. Could any time of behaviour be substituted for the ones Chandler acquired? Suggest a behaviour and explain how the process would work.

3. Describe the impact that Chandler(s secret behaviour would have had on his career if it had been discovered. Has the way society would react changed in your view?

ROLES, CONFORMITY AND OBEDIENCE
The herd instinct makes the average man afraid to stand alone; he is always afraid to stand alone for an idea no matter how good simply as a matter of prejudice. Our herd like every other herd when stampeded is liable to trample under its feet anybody who does not run with it.

Victor Berger

1. Select an adult and list the various roles they must play to function effectively within society.

2. List and describe 5  skills and behaviours must you acquire in order to be accepted into adult society? 

3. Identify 3 folkways common in your social group but not found in adult society. Explain each of the folkways.

Canadians tend to view themselves as fairly conformist as a nation and as a culture we believe we have a tendency to follow the rules. This is in contrast to our American neighbours who have long believed that they are a nation of rugged individualists,  who have, since the founding of their country challenged authority. In reality no society could survive without some significant degree of conformity. All societies need to find a harmony between the competing interests of both conformists and non conformists.  In order to survive  nations and cultures must evolve and adapt, while still remaining grounded to certain core beliefs that do not change quickly. It is a contradiction inherent in all cultures, nations and individuals.

As living creatures we have a  need to be part of  a group and this tends to make us want to conform.  This desire acts like a glue to hold society together. Within any society there exist groups some distant from the main yet, are able fit into the larger framework of society.  Adolescents for example do not want to fit into adult society, adult society does not reflect the norms of adolescent culture. Teenagers because they are no longer children, yet not quite adults are able to create sub cultures or gravitate to cultures that are largely unique to their age group. Adolescents strive to be distinct while still fitting into some form of identifiable group. It is the need to be part of the group that is common to all age groups. Membership in a group seems to fulfill social needs present within all of us. All groups no matter how large have both formal and informal ways of controlling people in order to reduce conflicts. 

Defining a role is one way in which we control our social behaviour. By behaving in accordance with pre set expectations of normal we confirm our desire to be viewed as part of the group. The group may be a small circle of friends or could number in the millions. How you behave with one group of people may not be how you behave with another. In order to fit in we must act on what is considered (normal( within the group. In other words we must act within our role as it is perceived by society.

Social scientist have developed the following terminology to better help us understand how we are socialized and how those roles are defined. Ultimately these terms help to clarify and define how we are controlled.
Folkways are informal norms, the day to day rituals we all engage in. Saying good morning, or ending a sentence with (eh( if you are Canadian. For most Canadians a kiss on ONE cheek, when greeting an older aunt or uncle is not uncommon. In Quebec the custom leans toward a kiss on both cheeks. This is a folkway that reflects the different cultural base in Canada.

 Mores are acquired customs and moral assumptions which give a community or group social cohesion. The breaking of some mores is viewed as threatening the social order of the group. Nudity on the main street of a city, cannibalism, or incest are all part of our current society(s mores. In  the military saluting an officer is a hold over from a time when knights wore helmets with visors, when approaching a friendly knight they would raise their respective visors to ensure they could be recognized.  The  ritual of saluting evolved into a custom and then into a law within the military. The collective belief that these things are wrong often results in laws being passed to enforce our collective belief that these behaviours are wrong.

 Laws are the way in which we enforce our collective understanding of right and wrong. The law exists for the smooth functioning of society, it applies to all, no ONE is above the law, the law exist for the smooth functioning of society. The law at times appears to have some contradictions but the law and the consequences laid out reflect societies values. It is illegal to rob a bank and the consequences are severe.  Those bank robbers that do escape often manage to steal only a few hundred dollars at best.  If caught, they could serve up to ten years in prison.  By contrast a person or corporation caught deliberately cheating on their taxes rarely faces prison yet may steal millions from society. In most instances those involved merely face a fine and forced repayment. The laws are not perfect but they do reflect our collective understanding of right and wrong. The consequences are determined by the degree of threat the perpetrator poses to society. An armed criminal is more likely to be a danger to the physical safety of others, it is for this reason they are punished more severely.

Laws,  because they are fixed do not change unless a formal process exists to change the  law. Laws may cease to be enforced but they can remain part of the legal code. Every community has laws which no longer are enforced due to changes in technology or in the mores of the society. It spite of all the constant changes in society, the main agents of socialization remain in place.
1.Which 2 personal freedoms currently controlled by society would you eliminate? Explain the reasons for your choices 
2.For each of the terms listed provide an example of how they work and what they are intended to do.

CONFORMITY AND OBEDIENCE

You don(t get harmony when everyone sings the same note.

Doug Floyd

Think for yourself and allow others the same privilege of doing so.

Voltaire

1. Is conformity essential to make society function properly?

2. What are the dangers and advantages of a society that conforms?

3. Can people be manipulated to conform to ideas and behaviours without being aware they are being manipulated?

4. Why are some non-conformists so successful?

5. Should organizations be permitted to use psychology, and sociology to change people(s behaviours?

The ways we set out to control individuals within a group falls into three basic categories. Each group no matter how large has what could be termed normal behaviours. In most instances these normal behaviours are to some degree situational. By behaving in accordance with these behaviours we confirm our desire to be viewed as part of the group. The group may be a small circle of friends or could number in the millions. How you behave with ONE group of people may not be how you behave with another.  Normal can be defined within a small group or a wider society,  but is still controlled by the broader understanding of what is socially acceptable in all situations. In order to fit in we must understand what is normal. Social scientist have developed the following terminology to better help us understand how we are socialized and  controlled.
The perils of conformity.

In the closing days of World War Two several incidents occurred which demonstrate the consequences of conformity.  In Japan young boys were trained as Kamikaze pilots, in essence their job was to fly their planes into American warships. The intent was to destroy the American navy, and save Japan at the cost of the young men lives. The culture of Japan with its high degree of conformity coupled with the reality of losing the war made it acceptable to commit suicide in this manner.

More recently the proliferation of cults has demonstrated the dangers of conformity. Cults use very sophisticated techniques to encourage recruitment and membership retention. Advocating for the social betterment of society draws some people to the movement, young people particular those in their teens or early twenties are targeted. These young adults often have a strong desire to make the world a better place. This desire is exploited by groups.  University campuses, train and bus stations are often locations where cult recruiters seek out vulnerable young people. Often the interests of the subject being recruited serve as a basis for conversations and later meetings. Once contact has been established, the recruit will be lured away from their traditional support network, friends, jobs, family.  Some form of experience that permits the cult to have total control over all aspects of the recruit(s life. It is at this point that the subject becomes the victim of the most intense and sophisticated mind control techniques ever developed.

(
sleep depravation

(
altered diet, reduction in protein

(
loss of privacy

(
intense physical activity

(
no contact with the outside world, no phones, no visits

(
isolation, subjects often arrive at night and so have no idea as to their exact location, ensuring that they cannot leave.

(
bonding, recruits are assigned ONE individual to stay with them at all times.

(
no drugs, no sex

When combined together these elements form the core of an attack on both the physical body and the mind. By the end of a weekend experience many young people fall prey to the cult. The ability of cults to move members from ONE community to another makes it very difficult for families and friends to find those drawn into cults. In addition the hold of the cult is often so strong that members not only give over all of the possessions but refuse to leave when given a chance.

Waco and  Jonestown. Conformity within Cults
The Reverend Jim Jones in response to criticisms that his group was a cult invited American Leo Ryan to visit his cult in Guyana.  Most of the church members had been recruited from Congressman Ryan(s district in California. It was alleged that church members had been (encouraged( to sign over all of their belongings to the Reverend. Upon trying to leave the commune run by Jones Ryan and his party were attacked and killed. Jones then turned his attention to the commune where he ordered his 800 followers,  men woman and children chose to follow their leader and to commit suicide. Those very few who refused to drink poisoned Cool Aid were killed. The power to decide life and death had been given over to the leader. Our willingness to follow and to take orders played a role in the group(s decision to die

In 1993, at Waco in Texas, the world witnessed  the power of a charismatic leader when linked to cults. David Koresh leader of the Branch Davidians engaged in an armed stand off with police when the government attempted to search his compound for illegal weapons. In spite of repeated requests for their surrender and assurances for their safety eighty  adults and children remained in fortified bunkers. After 51 days a fire swept through the compound killing everyone inside. People in the cult either through their fear of the government or due to the control held over them by David Koresh chose to stay be burned alive rather then leave so strong was the hold of the group.

The ability to take control or to be controlled is a powerful part of human society. Our need to make 

the society work through social interaction is both a glue that binds and socializes us as well as a danger which can lead to tragedy.

Cults on Campus and out on the Edge

York University  in their magazine Campus (September 95) highlighted the threat poised by cults on campus. The sophisticated nature of their approach left many students vulnerable. Being away from home and lonely created an environment where they were open to approaches by strangers seemingly involved in good causes. Initially lured into a program filled with people of common interests it is easy to be manipulated into complete acceptance. The need to entice bright young adults into the cult is in part economically driven. As the population ages cults are shifting their attacks and including those over 50, again the motives are financially driven not religious.  On campus it is suggested that before you commit to an organization which you have never heard of   it is worth checking out the group with the student(s council or ONE of the groups that track cults. In Ontario the Council on Mind Abuse actively works to help those dealing with the threat poised by cults. 

ONE of the most unique of all cults is a product of World War Two. Cargo Cults were the response of some Pacific Islanders to the sudden surge in activity and resources on their small isolated islands. Papua New Guinea even today is ONE of the most remote places in the world. When 40,000 American soldiers suddenly arrived with all of their supplies it changed the islanders. Cold pop, air planes, cars, lighters, and radio created the illusion of god like powers. The natives selected a man named John as the early representative of a new religion. Locally the new religion is named Jon Frum, most likely named after John from America a marine or sailor stationed on the island.

By 1942 islanders had created a an army modelled after the Americans, complete with replica guns. It was believed that at some future date these replicas would be transformed into real guns.  This pre-industrial civilization had attributed the wealth of the army to the power of the armies  religion. Today some islanders still worship Jon Frum, drill with replica weapons, and worship at a cross modelled after the Red Cross Society flag.  On occasion a plane will be fashioned from bamboo and anything else available and then positioned in the open or on mountain tops to lure back the gods who travel in the big silver birds.

The need to be part of something larger and more powerful the ourselves is part of human nature. It can have strange and unpredictable consequences at times. Increasingly we have seen that it can also have tragic consequences.

Several experiments have supported the willingness of people to conform for example the Asch, 

Milgram  and Zimbardo Experiments have each made observations on our need to conform.

In the Asch Experiment 76% conformed on at least ONE trial People were placed in groups when they did not know anyone and so had no fear of looking stupid in front of friends. Asch concluded that (people will go along with the group even when they know they are turning their back on reality and truth( In subsequent experiments done by other researchers it was demonstrated that the larger the group the more likely they are to conform. At three people or more the rate of willingness to

 follow the group goes up with number involved. After the majority numbered more four the size of the group mattered little. As few a four strangers were able to create a situation in which a test subject denied the truth of their own observations.

The willingness and the need to follow orders is found most commonly in the military. Unlike the kamikaze pilots of Japan in World War Two, most soldiers do not train for war solely for the purpose of dying. At the end of World War Two some German soldiers and officers were put on trial for crimes against humanity. The role played by these men and women in the concentration camps was viewed as unacceptable even in war time. The defence of many of these  men was their actions  were not crimes as they had been simply carrying out orders. It was argued that as soldiers they could not question the morality or judgement of their officers, and so they did as they were told.

