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Overall Expectations:

· CLV.03 explain the structure and role of the Canadian court system in criminal law

Specific Expectations:

· CL3.01 - summarize the structure of the criminal court system

· CL3.02 - describe the role of different individuals involved in a criminal trial (e.g. lawyer, judge, jury, Crown attorney)

· L14.06 - identify and describe career opportunities in the legal field 

Evaluation:

· This activity works best when students help to create the rubric (general headings can be suggested to students to help in the process of designing the rubric)

· These general headings for assessment and evaluation can be divided into three areas - Content (Knowledge/Understanding), Creates Audience Appeal and Serves Purpose (Application) and Quality of Finished Product/Professionalism (Communication)

· Criteria should be flexible enough to apply to various formats of finished product

Recommended Resources:

· More current text books are useful for gathering of information

· School library (if materials are current)

· Various credible internet sources (students can benefit from searching themselves depending on the specific information they are searching for)

The Court System and Trial Process

A consulting company has just been hired to help provide information to the public about the Provincial Court system. This company is interested in hiring someone to prepare a product to be shared with the public. They are considering a variety of possible formats. Timelines are short, so presentations to the consulting company will be very soon. This is a contract you would very much like to get. Select one of the following options to prepare your product for consideration.

Option #1 - Public Information Poster (1-2 people max.)

Prepare a visual display of the courtroom and the people that help to run the court system. This display would show the visual layout of the courtroom, where various personnel would be located, and would include information about the tasks performed by each person in order to help the system function. This poster would be both informative and visually attractive.

Option #2 - Docudrama (maximum group size of 4 people)

Script and record a public information video that would depict the courtroom, the people that help to run the court system and their specific tasks. The video should present relevant information in a well rehearsed and "professional" manner. This video will be shown in class and the script will be handed in. 

Option #3 - Pamphlet (1 - 2 people max.)

Create a pamphlet that could be handed out to visitors to the court. This pamphlet would show the visual layout of the courtroom, where various personnel would be located, and would include information about the tasks performed by each person in order to help the system function. This pamphlet would be both informative and visually attractive.

Option #4 - Power-point Presentation (maximum group size of 3 people)

Prepare a Power Point presentation illustrating the visual layout of a courtroom, where various personnel would be located and outlining the specific tasks performed by these people. The presentation should be informative and professional looking.

Option #5 - Your own idea 

If you think that you would like to present the same information in another manner - you may choose to do so with the teacher's permission.

Special Considerations:

· In addition to actually presenting your product, you will need to prepare a few opening and convincing comments to illustrate why your product is the one to select.

· Because your timelines are tight, you will want to be sure to book (with your teacher) any equipment you might need 

Comments for Teachers:

· This seems to be a good activity to have students practice their oral presentation skills prior to a mock trial or more formal presentation

· This assignment also provides an opportunity for students who have other strengths to utilise these to produce a product that follows a less traditional format, recognizing multiple intelligences 

