Aesthetics Personal Journal Questions

Journal Question # 1

Do you agree with Plato that we have an innate [inborn] notion of beauty that we refer to when we judge someone or something beautiful ? How much do you think our cultural background and experiences influence our notion of beauty?

Journal Question # 2

Do you think that judgements of taste can be justified by means of reasons ? Do some people have better taste than others ? If so, what are the grounds for this assessment ?

Journal Question # 3

Do you think that beauty should be contemplated from a disinterested point of view ? Why or why not ?

Journal Question # 4

What is the role of beauty in our lives ? How important do you think it is in the lives of individuals and societies ?

Journal Question # 5

How do Aristotle's criteria for a successful tragedy apply to contemporary tragic films and plays ? Consider specific cases.

Journal Question # 6

What is art ? What is an artwork ? What are the criteria that make something an artwork ?

Journal Question # 7

What is beauty ? What do you mean when you say something is beautiful ? Are judgements about beauty and ugliness subjective ? Is there a universal standard of beauty? (Plato says there is)

Journal Question # 8

Does an artwork have a purpose ? What are they ? (decoration, propaganda, catharsis, record keeping…)

Is the purpose of art to instruct or improve people ?

(Tolstoy and Marx say yes)

Journal Question # 9

Does art tell us truths ? In general ? About ourselves ?

Does art have meaning ?

Journal Question # 10

What is taste ? good taste ? bad taste ? (see Hume)

Do our likes and dislikes tell us something about ourselves ?

