HZT 4UO - Choosing the Units

Rank the following main areas of philosophy from most preferred (1) to least (5). We will do the top three (3) most popular units favored by the class.

	Rank
	Field of Philosophy and Major Questions Asked:
	Explanation and What is covered in the unit 

	______
	Metaphysics/Epistemology

What counts as real ?

Is perception reality ?

Are the senses credible ?

Can we learn from reason ?

Is knowledge innate or learned ?

What counts as knowledge ?

What can we be certain of ?

Is the mind distinct from the brain ?

How does the Matrix reflect all this ?
	The study of what is real and what counts as knowledge. We study everything from the Pre-Socratic Philosophers to Descartes; everything from Plato to the Matrix. This unit covers all the major philosophical positions including:

Materialism, Idealism, Rationalism, Empiricism, Skepticism, The Problem of Certainty.

	______
	Logic and Philosophy of Science

What is an argument ?

What is validity in an argument ? What are the principles of logic ? 

What are the terms of reasoning ?

What are formal and informal fallacies ?

How do fallacies play a role in philosophical arguments ?

How do you write a good philosophy paper ?

Why is there anything rather than nothing ? Is there design to the universe or is it a result of accident ?
	An in-depth understanding of the principles of right reasoning and the philosophy behind science and its principles as well as its most famous questions, theories and personalities. 

Logic is looked at as a tool for doing all philosophy including a look at inductive and deductive reasoning, Aristotelian logic (the syllogism), formal and informal fallacies, making valid and invalid arguments and seeing these in context. 

	______


	Ethics (Practical and Theoretical)

What is morality ? Ethics ?

What are practical ethics ?

What are the major philosophers who have dealt with ethical questions ?

What are the major theories of ethics ?

What are the major challenges to morality ?

Which ethical theory seems to you to be the most persuasive ? Why ?

What are the major ethical issues 

today ? 

Does virtue build character ?
	Practical Ethics includes: a philosophical approach and study of the implications of such topics as: 

abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, war, poverty, business ethics, environmental ethics, lying, cheating, breaking promises and stealing. Ethical theories consider both consequentialist theories such as Hedonism and Utilitarianism and deontological theories of ethics such as Virtue Ethics and Kant's theory of Duty. We also look at the challenges to Morality put forth by different philosophers. 

	______


	Social and Political Philosophy

What is justice ?

What is the just state ?

How should society be organized ?

Who should lead society ? Why ?

Do we have natural rights ?

What are the obligations of the state ?

Do some deserve more than others ? Why ?

What are some major theories of political philosophy ?

What are the themes of social and political philosophy ?

Where do you stand on these issues ?
	A look at social and political philosophy from Plato to Rousseau, from Nietzsche to Marx. 

	______


	Aesthetics

What is art ? What is an artist ?

What is beautiful ? Why ?

Does art have to have a purpose ?

What role does society play with art ?

Should art teach ? Can we learn from art ? Can art tell us truths ?

How does the media use art to persuade, manipulate, impress us ?

Are there objective standards of beauty or is it in the 'eye of the beholder'
	An investigation of these questions by using both classic and contemporary sources and contexts for study. More formal readings will be supplemented with material from film, television and slides. Personal response and critical analysis of the topics will both be encouraged.


