Aesthetics: Of the Standard of Taste - David Hume

Summary of Hume's Main Ideas

1.
-taste varies in reality, especially regarding the particulars of a piece of art

2.
-it is natural for us to seek a Standard of Taste-a rule by which the various sentiments of men may be reconciled-a decision , afforded confirming one sentiment and condemning another

3.
-there is a difference between sentiment and judgment-all sentiments are right-but not all determinations of the understanding are not right because they refer to something  beyond themselves-real matters of fact

4.
-Beauty exists merely in the mind which contemplates; each mind perceives a different beauty

5.
-because of our sense organs, contrary sentiments may be combined

6.
-the foundation of the rules of aesthetics come from experience

7.
-some works of art conform to rules, some bend them, some break them-but what endures over time is great-these works transcend fashion, time and place

8.
-some people are more sensitive and need the proper conditions to make sound aesthetic judgements

9.
-people in defective states of mind would not render sound aesthetic judgements (feverish, sickness)

10.
-delicacy of the imagination is needed

-keen perception is needed

-practice and experience in a particular art

-role of comparisons

-a mind free from prejudice-prejudice is destructive of sound judgement

-judging a work of art in light of its intended purpose

11.
-good critics are rare-few are qualified to give judgement on any work of art, or establish their own sentiment as the standard of beauty

12.
-they have a soundness of understanding

13.
-a critic with no delicacy judges without distinction

To summarize:

14.
-strong sense, united to delicate sentiment, improved by practice, perfected by comparison, and cleared of all prejudice, can alone entitle critics to this valuable character; and the joint verdict of such wherever they are to be found, is the true standard of taste and beauty

-two variations exist:

1. The particular humours of particular men

2. The particular manners and opinions of the age and country

