Checklist for a Philosophy Essay


Name:_____________

Check your short or longer philosophy paper against the following:
___My essay is going to argue a proper thesis, not a topic

___My thesis has been analyzed, explained, limited and defined 

___My arguments are all rational, valid arguments-with no fallacies

___My arguments are distinct from each other (NO REPETITION)

___My arguments contain no informal fallacies (no 'sleazy' reasoning)

___My arguments explore and analyze the topic in a high degree of

depth and breadth by appealing to the elements of reasoning and critical thought

___My arguments use methods of instantiation, counterexample, 

counter-instantiation, generalization, analogy and include both many hypothetical and empirical examples as illustrations
___My arguments are organized for maximum effectiveness

___My essay is well connected with coherence links and lead-ins

___My objections to my thesis are strong, serious and explained with

      reasonable depth using appropriate examples for each one

___My responses to the objections minimize their power with equal

depth of analysis and serve to strengthen the thesis statement; they may acknowledge the strength of an objection 

___If my essay requires a proper introduction and conclusion-these

      have been done with proper care and attention to detail

___My essay is free of all technical errors including spelling, 

      grammar, punctuation, sentence structure errors

___My essay uses proper methods of documentation and I can prove

      that I have used an acceptable writing process 

