Essay Outline Feedback

     Student Name:_____________

1.
Thesis Statement:

· is too general or open-ended-make it more precise

· is not clearly articulated or has problems with wording

· does not take a stand or assert anything controversial

· included the proofs/arguments by mistake in the statement

· is a truism, fact or common knowledge-it is not debatable, arguable

· is not in the form of a complete thought or statement (no subject or verb)

· is an inquiry question, not a statement

· is a topic instead of a thesis

2.
Arguments:

· are too general, vague or open-ended

· are fallacies based on sleazy reasoning

· are too specific, narrow or detailed to be generalizations

· are not detailed enough to be complete thoughts

· are not clear, direct or forceful enough-they do not argue anything

· are not worded to sound like they support/relate to the thesis directly or indirectly  

· are truisms, facts or common knowledge

· are not in sentence form

· are too similar to each other

· are hasty or lazy inductions or generalizations


3.
Points of Proof:

· are too similar-you have repeated the evidence

· are only quotations-you need relevant facts, statistics, examples, details, anecdotes from primary and secondary sources

· do not support or relate to the arguments 

· are weak-they relate to the arguments but need to be more explicit

· are vague-points and ideas are not fully explained or developed 

· are insubstantial-more detailed research is needed from credible resources

· are not reflective of the differences between fact, opinion and argument

