Philosophy Essay Marking Rubric


____/260 Marks





Student Name:___________________

	Essay Evaluation Criteria:
	Level 4 – Excellent

(40-32) (20-16)
	Level 3 – Good

(31-28) (15-14)
	Level 2 – Developing

(27-24) (13-12)
	Level 1 – Limited

(23-20) (11-10)

	Persuasiveness of Arguments, Reasoning and Logic

___/40 (x 10) 
	· very effective and persuasive

· minimal fallacies 
	· reasonably effective and persuasive

· a few/some fallacies 
	· somewhat effective and persuasive

· many fallacies 
	· minimally effective and persuasive

· excessive fallacies 

	Depth and Detail in Analysis

___/40 (x 10)
	· very deep and detailed analysis 
	· deep and detailed analysis 
	· some analysis of the topic
	· little or no analysis of the topic

	Supporting Illustrations/ Examples/Evidence

___/40 (x 10) 
	· very strong use of concrete or hypothetical examples 
	· strong use of concrete or hypothetical examples 
	· some use of concrete or hypothetical examples 
	· little or no use of concrete or hypothetical examples 

	Explanation of the Thesis

___/20 (x 5)
	· very clear and complete
	· reasonably clear and complete
	· somewhat clear and complete
	· limited in being clear or complete

	Objections to the Thesis

___/20 (x 5)
	Highly effective and thoughtful 
	· reasonably effective and thoughtful
	· basically effective
	· nominally effective

	Responses to Objections

___/20 (x 5)
	· highly effective and thoughtful
	· reasonably effective and thoughtful
	· basically effective
	· nominally effective

	Technical Merit

___/20 (x 5)
	· minimal errors:

· (sp, gr, punctuation, structural)
	· few errors:

· (sp, gr, punctuation, structural)
	· many errors:

· (sp, gr, punctuation, structural)
	· excessive errors:

· (sp, gr, punctuation,                  structural)

	Fluency, Coherency, Clarity and Purpose, Unity, Emphasis

___/20 (x 5)
	· very fluent , coherent, clear,  purposeful, unified, and focused
	· reasonably fluent, coherent, clear, purposeful, unified and focused
	· somewhat fluent, coherent, clear, purposeful, unified and focused
	· nominally fluent, coherent, clear, purposeful, unified and focused

	Primary Source Quotations

___/20 (x 5)
	· very effective integration 
	· reasonably effective integration 
	· some effective integration


	· little or no effective integration 

	Format, Documentation and Works Cited Page

___/20 (x 5)
	· format, documentation and Works Cited page are done exactly as specified by instructor
	· format, documentation and Works Cited page are almost done exactly as specified by instructor
	· format, documentation and Works Cited page are partially done as specified by instructor
	· format, documentation and Works Cited page are not done as specified instructor 


