Overview of HZT 4U Major Essay Process Steps
Name:________

Process Step:
Explanation of what students will have to do:

	STEP ONE:

Proposal and 

Your First Conference

Due:________
	By the time step one comes around, you should have read the relevant sections of your primary source at least a couple of times. You should have your own copy of the source that you can employ literacy reading strategies to analyze and dissect what is being said by your philosopher. Your ISU proposal sheet should be filled out in full and should be very specific and focused. The student should have done an inventory, developed an approach or inquiry question and a working thesis statement. Major problems with the topic or access to the primary source should have already been resolved before this conference. The student should be enough of an authority on their source to be able to answer a few simple questions about the topic. This is a very important step.

	STEP TWO:

Analysis and Explanation of the Thesis Statement

Due:________
	This step involves identifying and analyzing the key components of your thesis statement. The student is asked to write a prototype of the paragraph which will appear in a revised/refined format in the final ISU essay. The student is to identify each component of the thesis and then to define both positively and negatively what the component will mean and will not mean in his/her essay. Dictionary definitions are not permitted-the student is to provide an original definition/explanation of the key terms in his/her own words. The student must analyze each component in a high degree of depth and breadth leaving no stones unturned or making any assumptions about clarity-it must be as explicit as possible.

This part is an essential component of the philosophy essay.

	STEP THREE:

Essay Outline of Arguments and Proofs

Due:________
	The student will provide a POINT FORM skeleton of the THREE (3) original arguments and corresponding proofs for the thesis statement. The arguments must be fully developed positions (full sentences) which sound like they support the thesis statement and which can be supported by proofs, evidence, and sound reasoning. Please not that quotations from the primary source are not points of proof-these are your own ideas which are taken from your reflections on the reading.  Provide a syllogism of each argument.

	STEP FOUR:

Objections and Responses

Due:________
	The student will come up with THREE (3) serious, strong objections and responses to the thesis statement. Each objection and response should be carefully explained and analyzed so that a reader could easily understand how each works to undermine the thesis statement. Each response should counter or minimize the force of each objection. Don't skimp on detail here-take the time to show your analytical strengths and critical thinking.

	STEP FIVE:

Peer Editing and Critique

Due:________
	Students exchange completed rough drafts of the ISU and using a list of key questions, analyze their papers. Based on several readings of the draft papers, students will write a one (1) page critique of suggestions and criticisms of the draft with the sole purpose of improving the final draft. Students will hand in one copy of the critique to the teacher for evaluation and will provide one copy to the partner to implement the suggestions for improvement.

	STEP SIX:

Final Draft of the ISU Essay

Due:________
	Using the rubric for evaluation as a guide, and after the revision of several drafts, students will hand in a final draft of their essay with appropriate documentation and all rough drafts, process work and brainstorming to be included, along with marking rubric in a folder. Each essay must be accompanied by an End Notes page documenting quotations from the primary source and a Works Cited/Bibliography page documenting the primary source and any secondary material used in the essay. The essay must include an originality report and the complete essay processed by turnitin.com. I will provide students with info to access this website.

	STEP SEVEN:

ISU Seminar

Due:________
	Taking the most interesting or accessible aspects of your ISU, create a non-traditional/creative or traditional class seminar on your topic. Students must provide a variety of transitions and questions for critical thinking and class discussion about their topic or philosopher's position. Each seminar is about 30 minutes. Students are to provide a completed, detailed outline of their seminar in detail-potential problems must be resolved in advance.

Students should think about the class when designing these.


