	CANADA BY THE NUMBERS:

	Number of ridings in 2000: 301 

	Number or ridings in 1867: 181 

	Number of candidates in 2003: 1,808 

	Average number of candidates per riding: 6 

	Number of male candidates: 1,433 

	Number of female candidates: 375 

	Percentage of female candidates in 1997: 24.4% 

	Percentage of female candidates in 2000: 20.7% 

	Number of ridings without incumbents (23) 

	Number of candidates named Jean Chrétien: 2 (Saint Maurice, Que., and Frontenac-Megantic, Quebec.) 

	Number of candidates whose first name is John: 47 (In the Saskatchewan riding of St. Albert, there are two John Williams in the race.)

	Number of ridings with 10 candidates: 14 

	Smallest riding: Laurier-Sainte-Marie, Que., nine square kilometres 

	Largest riding: Nunavut, 3,117,463 square kilometres 

	Highest voter turnout: 79.4%, in 1958. 

	Oldest prime minister to take office: Sir Charles Tupper (74 years and 10 months in 1896)

	Youngest prime minister to take office: Joe Clark (39 years and 11 months in June, 1979) 

	Longest-serving prime minister: William Lyon Mackenzie King (21 years, 5 months and 1 day)

	Shortest tenure as prime minister: Sir Charles Tupper (2 months and 7 days) 

	Longest-serving MP ever: Sir Wilfrid Laurier (44 years and 11 months) 

	Current record-holder: Herb Gray (Liberal, 38 years) 


