
The groups involved in the globalization movement can be broken-up into two main groups:

(a) Anti-Globalization

(b) Pro-Globalization

Anti-Globalization Groups:

1) Environmentalists

Environmentalist groups, such as Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace argue that globalisation harms the environment.

In general they blame global corporations for global warming, the depletion of natural resources, the production of harmful chemicals and the destruction of organic agriculture.

They have particular criticisms of global investment, which they argue takes advantage of the lack of regulation in poorer developing countries. Hence, global companies may locate polluting industries in poor countries, log tropical forests, or develop mines with inadequate controls.

They oppose the global trade in toxic chemicals, nuclear materials and other products of which they do not approve, such as genetically modified foods, or endangered wildlife, including fish.

They oppose the existing rules of the World Trade Organisation, which do not allow countries to ban imports of goods just because their production may have damaged the environment in the country of origin.

Environmental groups want the WTO rules amended to give them the right to present arguments in its appeals court.

2) Developing country organizations
These include:

· international aid agencies, such as Oxfam and World Vision International

· third world government organizations, such as The South Centre and the Group of 77

· left activist organizations on developing issues, such as the Third World Network.

They share a concern that the global organizations such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank are not doing enough to alleviate poverty and, indeed, may be contributing to it. They argue that poor countries should have their debts to international banks excused.

Some are critical of the World Trade Organisation saying that its rules favour companies from wealthy countries. They argue that by making it difficult for countries to protect their own industries with discriminatory tariffs, it is hard for poor countries to build domestic industries.

3) Left critics of capitalism
Marxist organizations see globalisation as the spread of capitalism, in which the labour of the poor is exploited for the benefit of the rich. 

4) Business organizations threatened by international competition

Many companies in rich countries oppose globalisation because they fear that competition from imports will cost them money. Such companies are typically found in industries such as textiles and footwear. These are among the few industries in which poor countries can provide effective competition.

Many business organizations that may support the world trade system in general will oppose specific measures to reduce tariffs, which is one of the principal means for building global trade.

5) Unions in rich countries

Some trade unions oppose globalisation, saying that it leads to a lowering of wage and workplace standards. The argument generally presented is that globalisation encourages the trade in goods produced in countries that do not allow unions to defend their workers’ rights. They undercut the goods produced in countries where unions do defend unions’ rights. This leads to a ‘race to the bottom’ as the markets are won by those with the lowest standards.

Most vocal unions against globalisation tend to be those representing workers in industries in which there are strong competitors in developing countries. 

6) Cultural nationalists

Some regard globalisation as the spread of American culture and influence.

Pro-globalisation

1) International organizations:

a) World Trade Organisation (WTO)

The WTO’s rules make it hard for a country to favour its own industry over imports from other countries. Also, the WTO rules do not allow a country to favour the imports of one country over those from another.  The WTO argues that the growth of trade between countries increases the wealth of everyone.

b) The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

 The IMF was established in the wake of World War II in 1946 to:

· promote international co-operation on finance

· encourage stability in exchange rates and orderly systems for exchanging money between countries

· provide temporary assistance for countries suffering balance of payments problems
c) The World Bank

The World Bank provides loans to poor countries for development projects. The bank provides loans for investment projects, such as water and sanitation, natural resource management, education, and health. It also lends money for what it calls adjustment projects, which are to support governments undertaking policy reforms, such as improved public sector management.

d) The United Nations (UN)

Established at the conclusion of the Second World War, the United Nations has become a promoter of globalisation, arguing that individual states have a dual role with responsibilities to both their own citizens and to the world as a whole. The United Nations says that the broader global responsibility requires international institutions. It supports the case for reform of international institutions, including its own Security Council, to make them more representative. The UN has sponsored a Global Compact to establish and promote a shared set of core values in the areas of labour standards, human rights and environmental practices between the UN and the business community.

2) Businesses benefiting from open international markets:

Most organizations representing business endorse globalisation and efforts to lower barriers to international trade and investment.

3) Developing country governments perceiving benefit from open markets:

Most of the world’s governments and parliaments are signatories to the World Trade Organisation, and members of the International Monetary Fund. A number of the richer nations in the developing world, such as Mexico, Turkey, Egypt and Thailand, have provided vocal support for globalisation. For example, Mexico’s outgoing President Ernesto Zedillo described globalisation as a positive force in world development.

4) Internet and telecommunications industry

One of the driving forces of globalisation is the advance of telecommunications in general and the Internet in particular.  Representative organizations regard the spread of communications technology as a benefit without qualification. For example, the International Telecommunications Union sees globalisation as the innate human desire for the integration of individuals in villages and cities and the integration of people of all races and backgrounds into nations.

5) Mainstream political parties

Many political parties argue that it was a backlash against globalisation in the 1920s that resulted in the Depression and the Second World War, and that the challenge is to: 1) kick-start a new WTO round, with agriculture among the key areas to be negotiated; (2) ensure Chinese accession to the WTO; and (3) make the international trading system work better for developing countries.

Internet Links for Globalisation Groups:

Friends of the Earth - www.foe.org
Greenpeace - www.greenpeace.org
Oxfam - www.oxfam.org
World Vision International - www.wvi.org
The South Centre - www.southcentre.org
The Group of 77 - www.g77.org
The Third World Network - www.twnside.org.sg
Corporate Watch - www.corporatewatch.org
International Forum on Globalization - www.ifg.org
American Textile Manufacturers’ Institute - www.atmi.org
Cultural Nationalists Speeches - http://www.smpke.jpm.my/  and http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=9472
World Trade Organisation - www.wto.org
The International Monetary Fund - www.imf.org
The World Bank - www.worldbank.org
The United Nations - www.un.org
Global Compact - http://www.unglobalcompact.org/
