Skill of Writing a Précis

Linda Mowatt, Centre Wellington District High School

Overall Expectations for the Lesson:

Critically analyse historical evidence, events and interpretations

Communicate ideas and opinions based on effective research clearly and concisely

Specific Expectations for the Lesson:

Identify and describe relationships and connections in the data studied

Demonstrate an ability to develop a cogent thesis substantiated by effective research

Communicate effectively using a variety of styles and forms

Express ideas, opinions, and conclusions clearly, articulately, and in a manner that respects the opinions of others.

Lesson Plan:

Why teach précis writing?

· Précis writing is an excellent aid to increase student awareness of logical argument development for their own writing.

· Précis writing requires very careful reading. This is a good process for students when working with difficult primary documents.

· Précis writing is a skill required in many university courses but rarely taught.

· When the skill is mastered, students will find the process of writing a précis is very helpful when faced with challenging reading material that they have to master.

· Précis writing is a self-directed process of understanding challenging material compared to time-consuming teacher guided questions. (time-consuming for the teacher)

Provide and example of an original piece of writing and a précis.

· Have students read through a good original opinion article.

· Identify and teach vocabulary that might be new to students

· Make sure students understand what a good thesis is.(Appendix 2)

· Identify all the main opinions made in the article and create a list on board

· Help students to identify when an opinion is being repeated but uses different words or expands by providing examples.

· As a class, identify which opinion is the thesis by using criteria that defines a thesis.

· Back to the original article, have students locate any transitional words

· Show students the rubric to evaluate a précis. (Appendix 3)

· Show students at least one solid précis of the original article. Have students highlight where the précis has borrowed whole phrases from the original article to demonstrate the degree to which a précis should borrow from the wording of the original

· Also, have students find the transitional words which link the supporting arguments to the thesis in the précis. 
· Provide a second original piece of writing and the hand out (Appendix 1) that outlines the process students might use to write a précis. Have students follow the process and produce a précis.

· Students self-evaluate their first précis using both the assessment tool previously provided and an exemplary sample of a précis of the same article.

· Students then identify which précis criteria they are competently meeting, and which requires further practice. Teacher would use a formative assessment to see if students are correctly identifying areas of strength and weakness.

· Students need to be aware that précis writing is a sophisticated skill that will require much practice. It is dependent on ability to follow logical argument, high level of reading comprehension, and solid writing skills. All of these abilities will improve with précis practice.

· Further articles are presented to students for reading and précis. These articles should be presented as they naturally might appear in the context of the course content, but not as a relentless stream of disconnected pieces of reading and writing. For example, in a full credit course, a teacher may direct students to produce 5 to 12 précis throughout. As a break in the routine, students may be provided with individual samples of previously student written précis of an original article that demonstrate a variety of competencies. Students would assess these provided précis based on the criteria provided. This will increase their ability to self-evaluate and refocus their attention on criteria of a good précis.

· When teacher feels class is ready, a summative précis writing assignment will be assigned. Alternatively, students can keep a portfolio of their précis writing and submit, for a cumulative assessment, what they consider their best pieces.

