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Thesis: Money is the single greatest hindrance preventing human beings from pursuing wisdom and spiritual enlightenment.  

Actually, it is really the want (or need) of money and its necessity that truly stifles our natural desire to learn about the world without restriction.  Before continuing on, I will explain these statements in greater detail.  Money, for all intents and purposes, is any system of currency that constitutes value and can be exchanged for material goods or performed services.  All people require money in order to satisfy their survival needs and compulsive desires that are unnecessary, yet tempting.  Without money, our technological, industrial, self-interested, media-induced society would cease to function – especially since it is the pursuit of money that entices people to work hard.  We all appreciated being rewarded for our efforts in a measurable medium, since it allows us a certain level of freedom.  It is this obsession with reward that has choked what is left of untethered curiosity and de-humanized most everyone, unbeknownst to them.  When one's time is consumed by financial worries, it is difficult to participate in socialization, learning and different kinds of personal growth-hence the dehumanizing agent.  Rather than human beings, we are 

transformed into machines, whose only purpose is to pursue money.  Wisdom, in this case, is knowledge coupled with understanding.

The true pursuit of wisdom has nothing to do with pride or striving for omniscience (to be all-knowing), but has much to do with reaching a greater level of insight as to how the universe operates and why.  To be enlightened is to experience a revelation – to suddenly realize something that was previously unknown.  The spirit is a sort of divine essence, distinct and separate from the body, that constitutes thought, emotion, will and includes the mind – as a separate entity, not to be confused with the brain.  To become spiritually enlightened is to advance your mind, while the pursuit of knowledge is basically utilizing it.  In this case, the spirit will be considered beyond physical limitations, as an abstract shell for the mind, which has a transcendent quality.  As humans, we have yet to fully harness the capabilities of our minds, always discovering new wonders it can perform.  Attempting to get rich is a flaw in human behaviour, since material objects are worthless and enlightenment is paramount.  Essentially, the endless quest for finances needed in order to survive is the largest restriction life has to offer, since it suppresses our natural inclination toward 

personal growth and learning in favour of keeping our structured society from collapsing.

Growing up in this modern are can best be described as being moulded into a cog to fit the economic machine that is our working world.  If this seems to be a ludicrous claim, consider how much of your life is spent, perhaps unknowingly, preparing for your future career.  Compulsory schooling, from kindergarten to post-secondary education, is related entirely to the pursuit of money  If this is untrue, then why would dropping out be unthinkable?  The answer of course,  is that you would not be able to get a job without some form of education.  Without a job, it is impossible to make money.  Without money, it is impossible to meet basic survival needs, since food, clothing and shelter each come with a price tag.  Therefore, school becomes a necessity, and that is because it is required in order to make money.  Obviously, I do not believe that school is the only factor that drives people to desire finances, just as I do not condemn the Government solely for placing the burden of money upon everyone.  Meeting the basic needs for survival is one thing, but the addition to necessity – the want – is, perhaps a much more prominent example of money's controlling aspects.  Wants are what people wish to own, but do 

not require absolutely to stay alive.  They are the perfect argument for proving how we develop a kind of attachment to money.  If everyone only used money for food, clothing and shelter, then they would not compete for greater positions in their field and hence, have more time to spend gaining knowledge.  The desire for wants is purely psychological, since many of them are only desired from the lure of conspicuous consumption (buying items to show off).  For example, imagine you were purchasing a pair of shoes and had to decide between two brands of equal quality, with one costing more that the other.  Your logical side assures you that each pair of shoes will withstand an onslaught of walking quite well, but your impressionable side is leaning toward the more expensive shoes, since they are worn by Olympic athletes and your friend would be envious of you if you owned them.  This is really self-interest, or pure influencing you rather that money, but consider that it would be a lack of money that prevents you from purchasing the shoes.  A person may even be inclined to wait until they have enough to pay for the expensive shoes, which means they must work in the meantime and sacrifice time that could have been used to discover one's personal meaning of life.  It is stress from being so busy and conformity, overall, that cause people to ignore their natural 

impulses to learn and grow – but we only conform to adhere to society's standard, which is controlled by money.

The active pursuit of finances is not only an example of determinism, it is also unnatural, since it goes against pleasure and enjoyment.  Not everyone enjoys their occupation – quite the contrary, in fact.  However, money has a way of overriding natural inclinations toward fun.  Think of how many individuals work in large corporations with loathsome co-workers just because they are aware of the fact that, form all of their toil comes a hefty paycheck.  Once again, the concept of reward comes into play – but what it that reward was non-existent?  If everyone had to perform their duties without any compensation whatsoever.  Although I hate to say it, nothing would ever get done in this case, since humans require money to meet necessary survival expenses and, beyond this, a self-interest from which the capitalist system derives itself.  Even without considering self-interest, sometimes family and friends act as a catalyst which drives people to desire money.  So, unless money was obliterated, it is unlikely that people would work without compensation.  Now, that is not to say that every person would ignore their careers – on the contrary, some people love their occupations.  But how many individuals are actually performing a 

job which they absolutely adore?  Would they not rather have another career, one which they enjoy?  Well, yes, but once again money becomes an issue, since sometimes a high salary seems to be worth the aggravation.  There exists a sort of compromise is this case, where one weights reward versus consequence, or job versus personal happiness.  In a way, you could say that a person's career could, or should, reflect their pursuit for wisdom and enlightenment, because happiness is a form of personal growth.  However, for this to work, everyone would have to have an occupation which they adore so much that financial reward is not what keeps them performing it.  I know for a fact that this is not true.  If you do not agree, ask yourself whether you wanted to be a corporate executive when you were five years old.  Of course not.  You wanted to be an astronaut, an explorer, actor, musician or scientist – something so enjoyable that you would not mind doing it even if money did not exist.  It can be said that many people choose their jobs based on salary rather than personal preference.  The aforementioned dream careers often seem impractical and fanciful once people are released into the dog eat dog world of competition.  Dreams and personal happiness must place a distant second to survival and money's lure, since it provides what is possibly the 

only way to fulfil the inevitable needs of food, clothing and shelter.  Without money, or some form of compensation, we must rely on human kindness to receive these things.  When your dream career is not available to you, a compromise is made according to your interests, of those of your family.  Natural life has priority over emotional stability.  It has been established that much of the current working population is unhappy with current employment, such that they would not be performing their current job if money was not an issue.  Your career should be a reflection of what you believe to be enjoyable, meaning it constitutes a natural pursuit of wisdom and enlightenment of the spirit.  

Therefore, money is such a large factor in the working world that it has denied people the right to explore their spiritual happiness and growth.

Once could possibly counter my argument that money restrict against personal growth by stating that if someone was serious about enhancing his or her mind and learning about the world, he or she would utilize their spare time for this purpose since, you are not always working for money.  If everyone act out of self-interest, primarily, they will have no problem attributing personal growth as being a part of self-interest and, therefore, acting on that impulse.  Spiritual enlightenment and the pursuit of wisdom 

are still related to selfish behaviour, since you are attempting to better your own mind, but money is not a factor in this situation where the individual in question is not currently being burdened by the need for money.  In other words, furthering knowledge, wisdom and the mind does not require finances, but it does need an amount of time that the self-interest person should be able to spare. I will respond to this by saying that, first of all, though people are not constantly working for their finances, they are often involved in other matters such as spending what they have earned.  Everyone must pay their taxes and several different bills for electricity, hydro and other essentials – not to mention going out to buy needs and wants with their hard-earned cash.  Self-interest is tied in with these situations as well, perhaps ever more so.  Imagine a man who is extremely self-absorbed, looking for new ways to better himself.  He could attempt to pursue wisdom at the library and reach a higher plane of existence, but he is more interested in tangible, perceivable self-improvement that can be seen and shown off (conspicuous consumption).  Naturally, this man would probably buy a membership to a gym in order to exercise his Adonis complex, which is an extreme vanity disorder, thereby using up his time and money as well as demonstrating a certain self-interest in the process.  

It is this case, I hope you can see that the man chose a path that had the greatest impact on him which could be seen, gauged and also applied to his life.  If he had decided to search for wisdom, whatever he found out would probably be personal, abstract and without practical application to the physical world.  This may seem irrelevant, but consider how his choices may have changed had he not been influenced by his never-ending quest for money.  If he had no need for finances, would he have entered the gym?  For example, let us assume that the man was weightlifting in order to give himself the ability to lift trees as a lumberjack.  Maybe he wanted to perfect himself as a model. Or merely look more impressive for an interview for a position with a multi-million dollar business. Each of these scenarios involves the pursuit of money, directly or indirectly.. Even if the man only wanted to shape up for his girlfriend, he will still have to work in order to pay for their dates…and maybe marriage…and especially if they decided to have children.  Your own spawn are an enormous responsibility, and the mother and father have an obligation to raise them to the best of their ability.  Many a parent has sacrificed a dream in favour of children, which is rather commendable, but it is related almost entirely to financial worries.  With a wife and young ones, the man in this scenario will respectively do 

whatever he can to support them, regardless of his dream career of becoming an astronaut turning implausible.  All of this evaporates what little time could have been used to explore questions about the universe, or think about empathy and how his self-indulgence could blind him to the feelings of others.  Spiritual enlightenment is not selfish – in fact, it can open one's mind to selflessness.

Another objection could be that my claim about financial goals leading someone away from their dreams is not justified.  Just because a person wishes to be well paid does not necessarily mean that they are automatically unhappy in their work.  How does what someone does for a living obstruct their personal growth and pursuit of wisdom?  When a person is working, they are not actually searching for wisdom or truth, so how can you say that someone is denied their chance at spiritual enlightenment based solely on their career choice?

In response to this objection, I said that finances often jump ahead of personal satisfaction when someone is job hunting; however, I did not say that a well paid individual will be depressed working on a job, though they will become depressed it they are not passionate about their work.  A person's occupation can be said to parallel their values, since their career 

choice would, ideally, constitute something they believe in wholeheartedly.  This translates to the pursuit of wisdom since you will naturally search for the truth to a particular concept that you are partial to.  For example, a doctor's quest for wisdom may stem from a certain interest in medicine, healing and prolonging life, which could lead him to uncovering the elusive cure for cancer.  A physicist may believe that, by building upon scientific equations, we can map out the entire universe, use quantum tunneling for spaceship speed and eventually travel freely through space.  A writer could wonder about the meaning of life and write stories based on their ideas, which entertains, informs and even inspires people to do the impossible.  The significant discovery does not necessarily have to relate to one's occupation either.  A musician may be freely thinking about the future through composing orchestrated music, one day winning the Nobel prize for their theories on the formation of black holes.  A custodian could, if he or she developed his or her mind, discover a way to use extra sensory perception and travel through time.  It may be dull work, but perhaps the laid-back atmosphere allows our custodian to think freely about such fantastic and unbelievable subjects.  The possibilities are endless when issues such as money are thrown aside and passion is what really counts.  

Of course, as this demonstrates, one's career does not strictly determine what kind of person they are, or even what their values may be, but it often gives a pretty good idea of how they view the world.  

On the opposite side, would an artistic person enjoy a career as an accountant?  What about an athlete as a systems analyst?  Enjoyment is this case is non-existent, so potential cannot be reached.  The essential piece of information that the argument was meant to convey was that most people often think of money before anything else when choosing a long-term occupation, therefore possibly denying them the chance to further explore the wisdom they seek and achieve spiritual enlightenment.  When emphasis is placed on mind as opposed to matter, we can consistently move ahead toward becoming fully actualized human beings.  Each person on earth can then discover their own personal meaning of life.

