Description: Handy student instructions to guide them towards a thesis specifically using ancient history content.
CONSTRUCTING AN OPINION STATEMENT / THESIS WITH ANCIENT HISTORY 

To construct an effective opinion statement or thesis for a research paper, one good technique is to show a relationship between two or more relevant  concepts. Consider the lists below, and  mentally experiment by connecting some of them. 
	ELEMENT OF CIVILIZATION 
	CIVILIZATION 
	EFFECT UPON CIVILIZATION 

	A military leader 
A political leader 
A religious figure 
An artist or writer 
A specific battle or war 
Weaponry or war strategy 
Architecture or art 
Burial methods 
Technological achievements 
Legal or political systems 
Currency/money 
Environmental factor 
Diffusion 
Language or writing 
Agriculture / domesticating animals 
Social structure 
	Egyptian 
Etruscan 
Roman 
Greek 
Sumerian 
Assyrian 
Persian 
Viking 
Incan 
Aztec 
Minoan 
Babylonian 
Mixtec 
Mycenaean 
	Economic prosperity 
Economic decline 
Military power 
Military collapse 
Religious stability or instability 
Political stability or instability 
Rise of a civilization 
Fall of a civilization 
Influencing another culture 
Dominating/conquering another culture 


RELATIONSHIP TERMS: 
was responsible for



 caused 


brought about 
was instrumental in 



was the catalyst for 

affected 
supported




strengthened 


saved 
weakened 




destroyed 


was superior to 
was inferior to 



undermined 
EXAMPLES: 
· Civil war was directly responsible for the downfall of the Incan civilization. 
· The military technology of the Spanish was the cause of the Incan collapse. 
· The inability of the Neanderthals to develop language led to their extinction.
· The artistic style of Mycenaean pottery was strongly influenced by the Minoans
· Without Thenuistocles, the Greeks could not have defeated the Persians
CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD THESIS
· Precise

· Clearly worded

· Challenging and controversial
