Description: Students assess a Hollywood movies for both historical accuracy and entertainment value  Activity requires research to the historical facts on  a suggested area of focus such as costuming and several suitable movies set in ancient and medieval times are suggested.  Detailed evaluation rubric included.
Historical Movie Review

The Challenge:

Hollywood has created countless motion pictures following ancient and medieval historical themes. While many, such as Ben Hur, have won Oscars for their costumes and sets, others have been much criticized for inaccuracies and the perpetuation of unfounded myths. Your challenge is to work in groups of 2-3, and review a movie from the list below (or a student choice if approved by the teacher). The review is to assess both the historical accuracy and the entertainment value. Students, after viewing the film, are to select 4-6 areas (two areas per student) to focus on (see list below). They are to then prepare a bibliography and research notes. Based upon the research gathered and their viewing of the movie, each student will prepare a worksheet provided that compares historical fact and Hollywood film. Students then have the option to either write a mini-essay of 500-750 words which clearly assesses both historical and entertainment aspects (acting, costumes, music, cinematography, etc.) of the film or to work with their groups to prepare a presentation involving not more than 15 minutes of movie clips. The entire presentation to the class is to be 30 minutes in length. In either the written review or the class presentation, each student must suggest revisions that would improve the film and/or suggest current actors to use in a remake.
Sub-Tasks






Thinking/Inquiry




Bibliography

Research Notes

Knowledge




Work sheet comparing historical research to the movie

Application and Communication
Presentation or mini-essay



To complete this performance task each student must
* briefly outline individual areas of responsibility and the due dates their group has agreed to 

* prepare an annotated bibliography of 4 to 7 sources
* prepare 3-6 pages of proper research notes using 3 - 5 sources
* complete the worksheet which compares historical research to the film

*actively participate in the presentation of the movie review or write a film review of 500-750 words 

To complete this performance task each group must
* collaboratively reach a consensus regarding


i) deadlines for the members of the groups for each of


the steps relative to the date established by the teacher for the final movie


review and presentation


ii) prepare a list of 4 to 6 areas to be examined in detail and clearly


 assign responsibility of 2 areas per group member

iii) assign individual responsibilities relating to the presentation if applicable

* share information for the purposes of preparing an informative and entertaining presentation of 20 - 30 minutes in length or the writing of individual film reviews
Areas of Focus:
Weapons/Military Strategy

Costumes

Historical Events

Characters

Setting

Architecture

Class Structure

Technological Innovations

Medicine

Modes of Transportation

Cross Cultural Interaction

Government Structure/Politics

Geographical Features

Role of Men, Women and Children in Society

Values and Beliefs

Suggested Historical Movies:

The Mummy



A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum

1492





Hercules
Conquest of Paradise
Spartacus

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
Robin Hood

Gladiator
Braveheart

Ten Commandments
Name of the Rose

Last Emperor



Ladyhawk

Ben Hur





Rubric follows on next page……..
Unit Two: The Mediterranean World
Historical Movie Review: Research and Presentation

Rubric
	
	Level Four
	Level Three
	Level Two
	Level One

	Bibliography

Research Notes
(Thinking/ Inquiry)
	The bibliography applies all or almost all of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including at least seven sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 2 electronic sources

*always using proper bibliographic format

The research applies all or almost all of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including three pages of notes taken from at least five different sources

*all notes indicate the source and page number

*notes are always in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies most of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including at least five sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 2 electronic sources

*usually using proper bibliographic format

The research applies most of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including three pages of notes taken from at least four different sources

*most notes indicate the source and page number

*notes are usually in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

including at least four sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 1 electronic sources

*sometimes using proper bibliographic format

The research applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including two pages of notes taken from at least three different sources

*some notes indicate the source and page number

*notes are sometimes in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including at least three sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*seldom using proper bibliographic format

The research applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:

*including two pages of notes taken from at least two different sources

*few notes indicate the source and page number

*notes are seldom in point form and in student’s own words

	Worksheet Comparing Historical Research and the Film
(Knowledge and Understanding)
	The completed work sheet demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of relationships between concepts by:

*comparing 4 aspects of the film to the historical research

*citing ample historical evidence in making the comparisons

*always providing a clear summary of relationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates considerable understanding of relationships between concepts by:

*comparing 3 aspects of the film to the historical research

*citing sufficient historical evidence in making the comparisons

*usually providing a clear summary of relationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates some understanding of relationships between concepts by:

*comparing 2 aspects of the film to the historical research

*citing some historical evidence in making the comparisons

*sometimes providing a clear summary of relationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates limited understanding of relationships between concepts by:

*comparing 2 aspects of the film to the historical research

*citing limited historical evidence in making the comparisons

*occasionally providing a  summary of relationship between the film and actual history

	Presentation or Written Film Review
(Application and Communication)
	The presentation or written review always or almost always makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 4 segments of the film

*clearly explaining the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity, and with confidence by:

*beginning with an opening that clearly establishes the point of view, and sets the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of 4 segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes considerable  use of historical evidence

*has a clear and effective conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review usually makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 3 segments of the film

* explaining the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity, by:

*beginning with an opening that establishes the point of view, and sets the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of 3 segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes sufficient use of historical evidence

*has a clear conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review sometimes makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 2 segments of the film

*making some effort to explain the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with some  clarity by:

*beginning with an opening that established the point of view

*provides descriptions of 2 segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes some use of historical evidence

*has a conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review infrequently makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 2 segments of the film

*making a limited effort to explain the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with limited clarity by:

*beginning with an opening that established the point of view, and set the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of two segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes limited use of historical evidence

*has a conclusion which restates the point of view 
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Rubric
	
	Level Four
	Level Three
	Level Two
	Level One

	Bibliography
Research Notes
(Thinking/ Inquiry)
	The bibliography applies all or almost all of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including at least seven sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 2 electronic sources

*always using proper bibliographic format
The research notes applies all or almost all of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including three pages of notes taken from at least five different sources

*all notes indicate the source and page taken from

*notes are always in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies most of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including at least five sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 2 electronic sources

*usually using proper bibliographic format
The research notes applies most of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including three pages of notes taken from at least four different sources

*most notes indicate the source and page taken from

*notes are usually in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
including at least four sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*including at least 1 electronic sources

*sometimes using proper bibliographic format
The research notes applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including two pages of notes taken from at least three different sources

*some notes indicate the source and page taken from

*notes are sometimes in point form and in student’s own words
	The bibliography applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including at least three sources of which not more than two are textbooks or encyclopaedias

*seldom using proper bibliographic format
The research notes applies some of the skills involved in the inquiry process by:
*including two pages of notes taken from at least two different sources

*few notes indicate the source and page taken from

*notes are seldom in point form and in student’s own words

	Worksheet Comparing Historical Research and the Film
(Knowledge and Understanding)
	The completed work sheet demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of relationships between concepts by:

*comparing 4 aspects of the film to the historical research
*citing ample historical evidence in making the comparisons

*always providing a clear summary ofrelationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates considerable understanding of relationships between concepts by:
*comparing 3 aspects of the film to the historical research
*citing sufficient historical evidence in making the comparisons

*usually providing a clear summary ofrelationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates some understanding of relationships between concepts by:
*comparing 2 aspects of the film to the historical research
*citing some historical evidence in making the comparisons

*sometimes providing a clear summary ofrelationship between the film and actual history
	The completed work sheet demonstrates limited understanding of relationships between concepts by:
*comparing 2 aspects of the film to the historical research
*citing limited historical evidence in making the comparisons

*occassionally providing a  summary ofrelationship between the film and actual history

	Presentation or Written Film Review
(Application and Communication)
	The presentation or written review always or almost always makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 4 segments of the film

*clearly explaining the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

*providing a clear and justified ranking of the film

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity, and with confidence by:
*beginning with an opening which clearly establishes the point of view, and sets the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of four segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes considerable  use of historical evidence

*has a clear and effective conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review usually makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 3 segments of the film

* explaining the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

*providing a justified ranking of the film

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity, by:
*beginning with an opening which establishes the point of view, and sets the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of three segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes sufficient use of historical evidence

*has a clear conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review sometimes makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 2 segments of the film

*making some effort to explain the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

*providing a ranking of the film

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with some  clarity by:
*beginning with an opening which established the point of view

*provides descriptions of two segments of the film as they relate to history

*makes some use of historical evidence

*has a conclusion which restates the point of view  and summarizes the evidence presented
	The presentation or written review infrequently makes logical conclusions or generalizations by:

*using or describing 2 segments of the film

*making a limited effort to explain the relationship between the film’s portrayal of the past and the historical record

The presentation or written review communicates information and ideas with limited clarity by:
*beginning with an opening which established the point of view, and set the historical scene for the film

*provides clear descriptions of two segments of the film as they relate to history

*makesl imited use of historical evidence

*has a conclusion which restates the point of view 


Courtesy of Garfield Newman

