Description:   This cumulative activity reinforces vocabulary of archaeological terms and processes and requires application of that knowledge.  Several National Geographic articles are suggested which describe  archaeological digs and so provide the student source material.   Teacher notes, student handout and evaluation are included.
Cumulative Activity Working with Archaeology Terms and Processes for an Introductory Unit in CHW3M – Teacher’s Notes
Overview of the Assignment –

Students choose one of three articles from National Geographic Magazine each of which tells the story of an archaeological dig.  Students read the article looking for the items discovered and use the new vocabulary to categorize the items into Features, Non-artifacts, and artifacts.  Students then draw conclusions about the society based on the items discovered. Teacher’s Notes are followed by a Student Handout explaining the assignment and evaluation criteria.

Suggested Resources:

“Henry VIII’s Lost Warship: Mary Rose”, National Geographic May 1983

“Chile’s Chinchorro Mummies”, National Geographic March 1995

“Mummies of Qilakitsoq”, National Geographic, February 1985

“The Dead Do Tell Tales at Vesuvius”, National Geographic, May, 1984
Previously Taught – 

· Methods of  an archaeological dig

· How archaeology fits into the broader categories of history

· Differences between artefact, non-artefact and feature

Rationale
Assignment generates student interest quickly because they can jump into a well illustrated and compelling story. Assignment is obviously designed to reinforce new archaeological vocabulary and the concept that ancient societies are largely reconstructed on the basis of remains rather than written records.   Students learn skill of drawing conclusions from artifacts.  Students are encouraged to read very thoroughly, and become involved in a substantial but not difficult assignment very early in the course.  This allows for formative assessment of literacy skills and work ethic.  

Presenting the Assignment to Students

Ideally, slides can be made of the three articles chosen.  The teacher gives an overview of the digs with the slides as a resource so that students can choose the story that catches their interest. An alternative is to get an old copy of the National Geographic and cut out the visuals and display them on large posters, again using the visuals to pique interest.
Ministry Objectives Covered

COV.02 · demonstrate an understanding of the development of different forms of communities from prehistory to the sixteenth century 
CO2.01 – explain the development of societies from simpler to more complex forms (e.g., from hunter-gatherer to rural agricultural to urban industrial societies);
HI1.03 – organize research findings, using a variety of methods and forms (e.g., note taking; graphs and charts, maps and diagrams).

HI2.04 – draw conclusions based on effective evaluation of sources, analysis of information, and awareness of diverse historical interpretations 
HI4.04 – identify career possibilities related to the study of history (researcher, archivist, teacher, journalist, writer).

Follow – up

Students form groups of three – each student having read a different article.  Each student should do a mini-presentation for the group by summarizing the dig in their article, and giving a detailed description of what they considered the three most important remains.  Students should justify their choices by sharing the rich conclusions they drew based on these remains.
Student Handout - ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE STUDY
The objectives of this assignment are to test your knowledge of the archaeological process and to show how archaeology provides historical insight.

PART A: The Site

Record the following data in point form:

· Name of article

· Location of site

· Environment: ( geography and climate )

· Culture (civilization)

· Leading archaeologists

· Publication

· Date(s) of excavation

PART B: Material Remains (point form)

Create three comprehensive charts, entitled ARTIFACTS, NON-ARTIFACTS, and FEATURES respectively. Use the format below for each chart, and be as thorough as possible when filling them in.

Format:

	ARTIFACTS

	ITEM DISCOVERED
	CATEGORY
	DEDUCTIONS/CONCLUSIONS

	Gold ring
	Jewelry
	· This culture probably had a rich upper class.

· Probably knew how to melt and work gold

· Perhaps traded for gold with another culture

	Fish hook
	Tool
	· They ate fish so might have had healthy diet

· Possibly fishing for recreation


**When filling in the third column, be sure NOT to focus on describing the item. Instead, try guessing at the item's importance. What might it tell us about the lifestyle, beliefs, health, society etc. of this civilization? POINTFORM WILL DO.

PART C Archaeological Methods (Paragraph form)

(I) Excavation: discovery of the site, tools, steps, methods, technology used to expose, transport and preserve the discoveries.

(2) Analysis: experts, tools, equipment, processes used to determine the age, composition and condition of the discoveries.

(3) Reconstuction/Conclusions:

Based on all of the above information, try to reconstruct the lifestyle of this ancient civilization. Using conclusions offered in the article AS WELL AS your own best guesses, discuss the probable beliefs, hobbies, government, religion, military, technology, food, health, art, economy, social systems etc. of the people who used to live here. If possible, try to reconstruct the demise of their culture. What happened to them?

Evaluation for Archeological Site Study
	Knowledge/Understanding

· Thoroughness of reporting details
· Thorough list of items in charts
· Accurate reporting of archaeological data
· Understanding of archaeological data                                       /20

	Thinking / Inquiry

· Thorough exploration of possible conclusions

· Thoughtful insightful conclusion

· Thorough reconstructive exploration                                        /20

	Communication

· Clarity of expression

· Paragraph structure

· Sentence craft

· Correct format                                                                           /10


