


ARCHAEOLOGY AT ANGKOR

SATELLITE IMAGERY


Angkor is a huge array of ancient temple and residential complexes covering about 100 square miles in Cambodia.  It had a population of 1 million by the 13th Century CE and a massive ancient water system of inter-connected canals and reservoirs.

 Today most of the area is covered by rainforest, making visual air surveys difficult.   Poor roads, local wars and landmines add another level of hazard that Indiana Jones never had to deal with.  

 New radar satellite imagery is now yielding up secrets of previously unknown structures and canals.  The area has become much more accessible from space.  One of the newest techniques being used is imaging sources devised by the US Space Agency (NASA), using microwave wavelengths (SIR-C/X SAR= Synthetic Aperture Radar method) it allows detailed observations at any time regardless of weather or sunlight conditions.    Pictures taken from space reveal new settlement data, on this site, which once held more than 60 temples and a million residents between the 9th and 15th Centuries CE.  In 1994, SIR/C images revealed previously unrecorded temples, moats and channels.
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