
Thinking Assignment

1. Describe 10 specific Greek achievements between 1000 and 200 B.C.

    ( excluding Alexander the Great ) that went far beyond anything

     achieved in the Bronze Age ( i.e. Stonehenge, Egypt, Israelites ,Maya,

     Aztec, Inca).





10 Marks
2. What turned the Greeks from an ordinary culture to an extraordinary culture between 1000 and

     400 B.C.?  Explain how each of these contributed to this incredible transformation:



- Greek city-states were resource poor and geographically divided



- Almost all Greek city-states  had easy access to the seas



- There was intense competition at every level between Greeks: craftsman vs



   craftsman, merchant vs merchant, artist vs artist, city vs city


- The Greeks’ incredible trade and economic success around 800 to 500 B.C.



- Victories in war against the Persians ( the 2nd and 3rd Persian wars )











10 Marks
3. The nature of Greek achievements was very different from those of Bronze Age societies?

    How do each of these new themes relate to the Greeks’ achievements?



- highly intellectual achievements, abstract not concrete ideas, using higher level



   thinking skills



- individual achievement, with high levels of experimentation and creativity



- the concerns and interests of the real humans, citizens, are far more important



  than what the gods, god-kings, the priests or the traditional landowning elite 



  wants



- a quest for perfection, a drive to excel











10 Marks
4. What are the “dark sides” of Greek achievements?



- which groups are excluded from enjoying the good life?



- did the Greeks commit human rights violations?



- did the Greeks commit what we would call “war crimes” today?



 



5 Marks



_______________________________





TOTAL:
35 marks



Due Monday, December 8th, in class
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